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Parent-Child Learning 

Motzoai Shabbat, Parashat Chaye Sara 5774 

Next week’s Parashat HaShavua: Parashat Toldot 

I. The Tora describes how Yitzchak and Rivka felt about their twins, Yaakov and Eisav: 

ת־ֵעָשו יְִצָחק וַיֱֶּאַהב( כח) כה פרק בראשית   ת וְִרְבָקה ְבִפיו יִדִכי־צַ  אֶּ בֶּ ת־יֲַעקֹב אֹהֶּ  :אֶּ

Now Yitzchak loved Esav, because he did eat of his venison; and Rivka loved 

Yaakov.  

 

a) Should parents feel this way about their children? 

b) Even if they do, should they show how they feel? (Does the Tora say that 

Yitzchak and Rivka showed their feelings concerning their children?1 

                                                           
1
 Beraishit 25:22-3 

And the children struggled together within her; and she said: 'If it be so, wherefore do I live?' And she 

went to inquire of the LORD. And the LORD Said unto her: Two nations are in thy womb, and two peoples 

shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the 

elder shall serve the younger.   

(Could this prophecy have influenced Rivka how she felt about her two children? Was she being 

fair to both of them? Explain how she might have been both fair and unfair.) 

Ibid. 27:1-17 

And it came to pass, that when Yitzchak was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he 

called Esav his elder son, and said unto him: 'My son'; and he said unto him: 'Here am I.' And he said: 

'Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death. Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy 

quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me venison; and make me savory food, such as I 

love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die.' And Rivka heard when 

Isaac spoke to Esav his son. And Esav went to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it. And Rebekah 

spoke unto Jacob her son, saying: 'Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esav thy brother, saying: Bring 

me venison, and make me savory food, that I may eat, and bless thee before the LORD before my death. 

Now therefore, my son, hearken to my voice according to that which I command thee. Go now to the 

flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats; and I will make them savory food for thy 

father, such as he loveth; and thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, so that he may bless thee 

before his death.' And Yaakov said to Rivka his mother: 'Behold, Esav my brother is a hairy man, and I am 

a smooth man. My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a mocker; and I shall bring 

a curse upon me, and not a blessing.' And his mother said unto him: 'Upon me be thy curse, my son; only 

hearken to my voice, and go fetch me them.' And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother; 

and his mother made savory food, such as his father loved. And Rivka took the choicest garments of Esav 

her elder son, which were with her in the house, and put them upon Yaakov her younger son. And she put 

the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck. And she gave the 

savory food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Yaakov.   
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c) If you were Esav, would you have felt as he did with regard to giving up the 

status of being the first-born2 and not receiving the Beracha meant for him?3 

Why or why not? Should we even care how Esav felt since we are descended 

from Yaakov and not Esav? 

 

II. Other cases of parents seeming to show preference for one child over another: 

ת־ַחָוה יַָדע וְָהָאָדם( א) ד פרק בראשית( 1 ד וַַּתַהר ִאְשּתֹו אֶּ ת־ַקיִן וֵַּתלֶּ ר אֶּ  ִאיש ָקנִיִתי וַּתֹאמֶּ

ת־יְקֹוָק  :אֶּ

ף( ב) ת וַּתֹסֶּ דֶּ ת־ָאִחיו ָללֶּ ל אֶּ ת־ָהבֶּ ל אֶּ בֶּ  :ֲאָדָמה עֵֹבד ָהיָה וְַקיִן צֹאן רֵֹעה וַיְִהי־הֶּ

And the man knew Eve his wife; and she conceived and bore Cain, and said: ‘I 

have gotten a man with the help of the LORD.’ And again she bore his brother 

Abel.4 And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.   

 

                                                                                                                                                                             
(Did Rivka consider how Esav would feel about all of this when he inevitably would find out about 

what his brother did? Did she worry that Esav would find out that she participated in the 

trickery? Can you imagine another way how the same result could have happened without the 

resentment and bad feelings? Why didn’t things happen this “better” way?) 
2
 Beraishit 25:29-34 

 And Yaakov sod pottage; and Esav came in from the field, and he was faint. And Esav said to Yaakov: 'Let 

me swallow, I pray thee, some of this red, red pottage; for I am faint.' Therefore was his name called 

Edom. And Yaakov said: 'Sell me first thy birthright.' And Esav said: 'Behold, I am at the point to die; and 

what profit shall the birthright do to me?' And Yaakov said: 'Swear to me first'; and he swore unto him; 

and he sold his birthright unto Yaakov. And Yaakov gave Esav bread and pottage of lentils; and he did eat 

and drink, and rose up, and went his way. So Esav despised his birthright.   
3
 Ibid. 27:34-41 

When Esav heard the words of his father, he cried with an exceeding great and bitter cry, and said unto 

his father: 'Bless me, even me also, O my father.' And he said: 'Thy brother came with guile, and hath 

taken away thy blessing.' And he said: 'Is not he rightly named Yaakov? for he hath supplanted me these 

two times: he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing.' And he said: 

'Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me?' And Yitzchak answered and said unto Esav: 'Behold, I have 

made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with corn and wine have I 

sustained him; and what then shall I do for thee, my son?' And Esav said unto his father: 'Hast thou but 

one blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my father.' And Esav lifted up his voice, and wept. And 

Yitzchak his father answered and said unto him: Behold, of the fat places of the earth shall be thy 

dwelling, and of the dew of heaven from above; And by thy sword shalt thou live, and thou shalt serve thy 

brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt break loose, that thou shalt shake his yoke from off thy 

neck. And Esav hated Yaakov because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him. And Esav said in 

his heart: 'Let the days of mourning for my father be at hand; then will I slay my brother Yaakov.'   
4
  a word that is translated as emptiness, steam, vapor, as in ,הבל 

ת ָאַמר ֲהָבִלים ֲהֵבל( ב) א פרק קהלת לֶּ ל ַהכֹל ֲהָבִלים ֲהֵבל קֹהֶּ  :ָהבֶּ
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ל( כ) ט פרק בראשית( 2 םכָ  וַיִַטע ָהֲאָדָמה ִאיש נֹחַ  וַיָחֶּ  :רֶּ

 :ָאֳהֹלה ְבתֹוְך וַיְִתַגל וַיְִשָכר ִמן־ַהיַיִן וַיְֵשּתְ ( כא)

ְרוַת ֵאת ְכנַַען ֲאִבי ָחם וַיְַרא( כב) ָחיו וַיֵַגד ָאִביו עֶּ  :ַבחוץ ִלְשנֵי־אֶּ

ת ֵשם וַיִַקח( כג) ת־ַהִשְמָלה וָיֶּפֶּ ם ַעל־ְשכֶּם וַיִָשימו אֶּ ֹ  וַיְֵלכו ְשנֵיהֶּ ְרוַת ֵאת וַיְַכּסו ַרנִיתֲאח ם עֶּ  ֲאִביהֶּ

ם ְרוַת ֲאחַֹרנִית וְפנֵיהֶּ ם וְעֶּ  :ָראו ֹלא ֲאִביהֶּ

ץ( כד) ר־ָעָשה־לֹו ֵאת וַיֵַדע ִמיֵינֹו נֹחַ  וַיִיקֶּ  :ַהָקָטן ְבנֹו ֲאשֶּ

ר( כה) ד ְכנַָען ָארור וַיֹאמֶּ בֶּ ָחיו יְִהיֶּה ֲעָבִדים עֶּ  :ְלאֶּ

ר( כו) ד ְכנַַען וִיִהי ֵשם ֱאֹלֵהי יְקֹוָק ְךָברו וַיֹאמֶּ בֶּ  :ָלמֹו עֶּ

ת ֱאֹלִהים יְַפּתְ ( כז) ד ְכנַַען וִיִהי ְבָאֳהֵלי־ֵשם וְיְִשכֹן ְליֶּפֶּ בֶּ  :ָלמֹו עֶּ

And Noach the husbandman began, and planted a vineyard. And he drank of the 

wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent. And Ham, the 

father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren 

without. And Shem and Yapheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their 

shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and 

their faces were backward, and they saw not their father's nakedness. And 

Noach awoke from his wine, and knew what his youngest son had done unto 

him. And he said: Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his 

brethren. And he said: Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem; and let Canaan be 

their servant. God enlarge Yapheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and 

let Canaan be their servant.   

 

ד וַיְִגַדל( ח) כא פרק בראשית( 3 ה ַאְבָרָהם וַיַַעש וַיִָגַמל ַהיֶּלֶּ ת־יְִצָחק ִהָגֵמל ְביֹום ָגדֹול ִמְשּתֶּ  :אֶּ

א( ט) ן־ָהָגר ָשָרה וֵַּתרֶּ ת־בֶּ ר־יְָלָדה ַהִמְצִרית אֶּ  :ְמַצֵחק ְלַאְבָרָהם ֲאשֶּ

ר( י) ת־ְבנָּה ַהזֹאת ָהָאָמה ָגֵרש ְלַאְבָרָהם וַּתֹאמֶּ ן־ָהָאָמה יִיַרש ֹלא ִכי וְאֶּ  ִעם־ְבנִי ַהזֹאת בֶּ

 :ִעם־יְִצָחק

 :ְבנֹו אֹודֹת ַעל ַאְבָרָהם ְבֵעינֵי ְמאֹד ָדָברהַ  וַיֵַרע( יא)

ר( יב) ל־ַאְבָרָהם יםקֱאֹל וַיֹאמֶּ ָך ַעל־ַהנַַער ְבֵעינֶּיָך ַאל־יֵַרע אֶּ ר כֹל וְַעל־ֲאָמתֶּ יָך ּתֹאַמר ֲאשֶּ  ָשָרה ֵאלֶּ

 :ָזַרע ְלָך יִָקֵרא ְביְִצָחק ִכי ְבקָֹלּה ְשַמע

ן־ָהָאָמה וְַגם( יג) ת־בֶּ נו גֹוילְ  אֶּ  :הוא ַזְרֲעָך ִכי ֲאִשימֶּ

ר ַאְבָרָהם וַיְַשֵכם( יד) ם ַבבֹקֶּ חֶּ ל־ָהָגר וַיִֵּתן ַמיִם וְֵחַמת וַיִַקח־לֶּ ד ַעל־ִשְכָמּה ָשם אֶּ ת־ַהיֶּלֶּ  וְאֶּ

הָ  ְך וַיְַשְלחֶּ  :ָשַבע ְבֵאר ְבִמְדַבר וֵַּתַתע וֵַּתלֶּ

And the child grew, and was weaned. And Avraham made a great feast on the 

day that Yitzchak was weaned. And Sara saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, 

whom she had borne unto Avraham, making sport. Wherefore she said unto 

Avraham: 'Cast out this bondwoman and her son; for the son of this bondwoman 

shall not be heir with my son, even with Yitzchak.' And the thing was very 

grievous in Avraham's sight on account of his son. And God Said unto Avraham: 

'Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy 
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bondwoman; in all that Sara saith unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in 

Yitzchak shall seed be called to thee. And also of the son of the bondwoman will I 

make a nation, because he is thy seed.' And Avraham arose up early in the 

morning, and took bread and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it 

on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away; and she departed, and 

strayed in the wilderness of Beer-sheva.   

 

ת־יֹוֵסף ָאַהב וְיְִשָרֵאל( ג) לז פרק בראשית( 4 ן־זְֻקנִים ִמָכל־ָבנָיו אֶּ  ְכתֹנֶּת לֹו וְָעָשה לֹו הוא ִכי־בֶּ

 :ַפִּסים

Now Yisrael loved Yoseph more than all his children, because he was the son of 

his old age; and he made him a coat of many colors.  

 

a) How do these four cases compare with the situation described in Parashat 

Toldot concerning Yaakov and Eisav? 

b) Can you draw distinctions between the cases showing how different factors 

play a role in how the parents related to their children?  

c) Is it ever appropriate for a parent to prefer one child over another? Explain. 


