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Parent-Child Learning 

Parashat Miketz, 5774 

First Night of Chanuka 

 

1. Explain why Yosef named his first son the way that he did:1 

  מא פרק בראשית

ד ּוְליֹוֵסף( נ) עפֶ  בַּת־ּפֹוִטי ָאְסנַּת יְָלָדה־לֹו ֲאֶשר ָהָרָעב ְשנַּת ָתבֹוא ְבֶטֶרם ָבנִים ְשנֵי יֻלַּ ֵֹּהן רַּ  :אֹון כ

ְבכֹור ֶאת־ֵשם יֹוֵסף וַּיְִקָרא( נא) נִי ְמנֶַּשה הַּ  :ָאִבי ָכל־ֵבית וְֵאת ֶאת־ָכל־ֲעָמִלי יםקֱאֹל ִכי־נַּשַּ

ֵשנִי ֵשם וְֵאת( נב) נִי ֶאְפָריִם ָקָרא הַּ  :ָענְיִי ְבֶאֶרץ ֱאֹלקים ִכי־ִהְפרַּ

And unto Joseph were born two sons before the year of famine came, whom Asenath the 

daughter of Poti-phera priest of On bore unto him. And Joseph called the name of the 

first-born Manasseh: 'for God hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house.' 

And the name of the second called he Ephraim: 'for God hath made me fruitful in the land 

of my affliction  '. 

How many of the troubles that Yosef experienced both in Canaan and in Egypt can you 

remember? 

Do you think that he ever expected to see his family again?  

Do you think that he was happy that all of the troubles that he experienced when he was 

with his family were over? 

Do you think that he ever missed his family once he was Pharoah’s second-in-command 

in Egypt? 

 

2.  Explain what you think Yosef was thinking/remembering when the Tora describes the 

following  unexpected meeting:2 

                                                           
1
 Yaakov’s wives, Rachel and Leah named their children based upon the things that were happening to 

them. Which of the names of the 12 tribes resemble the names of Yosef’s children and which are 

different? See Beraishit 29 and 30.  
2
 Can you figure out how many years had gone by between Yosef naming his first son and his first meeting 

with his brothers from the following verses? 

  מא פרק ( בראשית1

ע ִהנֵה( כט)  :ִמְצָריִם ְבָכל־ֶאֶרץ ָגדֹול ָשָבע ָבאֹות ָשנִים ֶשבַּ

ד ֹוֵסףּוְלי( נ)( שם 2 ע בַּת־ּפֹוִטי ָאְסנַּת יְָלָדה־לֹו ֲאֶשר ָהָרָעב ְשנַּת ָתבֹוא ְבֶטֶרם ָבנִים ְשנֵי יֻלַּ ֵֹּהן ֶפרַּ  :אֹון כ

ל ָהיָה וְָהָרָעב( נו)( שם 3 ח ָהָאֶרץ ָכל־ְּפנֵי עַּ ֹּר ָבֶהם ֶאת־ָכל־ֲאֶשר יֹוֵסף וַּיְִפתַּ יִם וַּיְִשב  :ִמְצָריִם ְבֶאֶרץ ָהָרָעב וַּיֱֶחזַּק ְלִמְצרַּ

יְָמה ָבאּו וְָכל־ָהָאֶרץ( נז)           ֹּר ִמְצרַּ  :ְבָכל־ָהָאֶרץ ָהָרָעב ִכי־ָחזַּק ֶאל־יֹוֵסף ִלְשב

ֹּב וַּיְַּרא( א) שם מב( 4 ֹּאֶמר ְבִמְצָריִם יֶש־ֶשֶבר ִכי יֲַּעק ֹּב וַּי  :ִתְתָראּו ָלָמה ְלָבנָיו יֲַּעק

ֹּאֶמר( ב)          ְעִתי הִהנֵ  וַּי  :נָמּות וְֹלא וְנְִחיֶה ִמָשם וְִשְברּו־ָלנּו ְרדּו־ָשָמה ְבִמְצָריִם יֶש־ֶשֶבר ִכי ָשמַּ

1) 41:29 Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt.  

2) Ibid. 50 And unto Joseph were born two sons before the year of famine came, whom Asenath the 

daughter of Poti-phera priest of On bore unto him.  

3) Ibid. 56-7 And the famine was over all the face of the earth; and Joseph opened all the storehouses, and 

sold unto the Egyptians; and the famine was sore in the land of Egypt.   And all countries came 

into Egypt to Joseph to buy corn; because the famine was sore in all the earth.   
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  מב פרק בראשית

ִליט הּוא וְיֹוֵסף( ו) שַּ ל־ָהָאֶרץ הַּ ְשִביר הּוא עַּ מַּ ם הַּ ֹּאּו ָהָאֶרץ ְלָכל־עַּ ֲחוּו־לֹו יֹוֵסף ֲאֵחי וַּיָב יִם וַּיְִשתַּ ּפַּ  אַּ

 :ָאְרָצה

ֵבר ֲאֵליֶהם וַּיְִתנֵַּכר וַּיִַּכֵרם ֶאת־ֶאָחיו יֹוֵסף וַּיְַּרא( ז) ֹּאמֶ  ָקשֹות ִאָתם וַּיְדַּ ֹּאְמרּו ָבאֶתם ֵמַאיִן ֲאֵלֶהם רוַּי  וַּי

ן ֵמֶאֶרץ ֶֹּכל ְכנַּעַּ  :ִלְשָבר־א

 :ִהִכֻרהּו ֹלא וְֵהם ֶאת־ֶאָחיו יֹוֵסף וַּיֵַּכר( ח)

ֹּר( ט) ֲחֹלמֹות ֵאת יֹוֵסף וַּיְִזכ ם ֲאֶשר הַּ ֹּאֶמר ָלֶהם ָחלַּ ְגִלים ֲאֵלֶהם וַּי ֶתם ְמרַּ  ָהָאֶרץ ֶאת־ֶעְרוַּת ִלְראֹות אַּ

 :םָבאתֶ 

And Joseph was the governor over the land; he it was that sold to all the people of the 

land. And Joseph's brethren came, and bowed down to him with their faces to the earth. 

And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them, 

and spoke roughly with them; and he said unto them: 'Whence come ye?' And they said: 

'From the land of Canaan to buy food.' And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew him 

not. And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto them: 

'Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye are come.'   

 

3. The dreams that Yosef remembered that had been about himself and his brothers: 

  לז פרק בראשית

ְלִמים ֲאנְַּחנּו וְִהנֵה( ז) ָשֶדה ְבתֹוְך ֲאֻלִמים ְמאַּ ֵֹּתיֶכם ְתֻסֶבינָה וְִהנֵה וְגַּם־נִָצָבה ֲאֻלָמִתי ָקָמה וְִהנֵה הַּ  ֲאֻלמ

 ָ ֲחוֶין ֲאֻלָמִתי וִַּתְשתַּ  :לַּ

ֵּפר ַאֵחר ֲחלֹום עֹוד וַּיֲַּחֹלם( ט) ֹּתֹו וַּיְסַּ ֹּאֶמר ְלֶאָחיו א ְמִתי ִהנֵה וַּי ֶשֶמש וְִהנֵה עֹוד ֲחלֹום ָחלַּ יֵָרחַּ  הַּ ד וְהַּ  וְַאחַּ

ֲחוִים כֹוָכִבים ָעָשר  :ִלי ִמְשתַּ

For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood 

upright; and, behold, your sheaves came round about, and bowed down to my sheaf.' And 

he dreamed yet another dream, and told it to his brethren, and said: 'Behold, I have 

dreamed yet a dream: and, behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars bowed down 

to me.'   

 

4. Yosef seemed to understand the solution to the dreams of the Minister of Bakers and the 

Minister of Butlers as well as those of Pharoah himself, immediately and was able to explain 

them as soon as he heard about them. However the dreams that he dreamt about his family 

he didn’t understand until he remembered them as a result of his brothers bowing down to 

him. Why didn’t HaShem Allow Yosef to understand his own dreams right away the way that 

Yosef seemed to understand the dreams of others? 

                                                                                                                                                                             
4) 42:1-2 Now Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, and Jacob said unto his sons: 'Why do ye look one 

upon another?' And he said: 'Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt. Get you down 

thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may live, and not die.'   

Do you think that he regretted naming his first son Menashe once he meets the brothers again? 

 


