KMS Parent-Child Learning: Parashat Vayeshev:
Seeing things from different perspectives
Beraishit 37

- ְשבַ ע- יוֹּסֵ ף בֶּ ן,ב אֵ לֶּה תֹּלְ דוֹּת ַי ֲעקֹּב
,אֶּ חָׁ יו בַ צֹּאן-עֶּ ְש ֵרה ָׁשנָׁה הָׁ יָׁה רֹּעֶּ ה אֶּ ת
,בְ נֵי זִ לְ פָׁ ה-בְ נֵי בִ לְ הָׁ ה וְ ֶּאת-וְ הּוא נַעַ ר ֶּאת
, ִדבָׁ תָׁ ם ָׁרעָׁ ה-ָאביו; וַ יָׁבֵ א יוֹּסֵ ף אֶּ ת
ִ ְשי
ֵ נ
.אֲ בִ יהֶּ ם-אֶּ ל

2 These are the generations of Yaakov:
Yoseph, being seventeen years old, was
feeding the sheep with his brothers, being still
a boy, and hanging out with the sons of Bilhah,
and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives;
and Yoseph brought evil report of them to their
dad.

What do you think Yosef told his dad?
When, if ever, is it ok to tattletale on someone?
When should we not speak negatively about others?
How do you think the brothers felt when Yosef told on them?
Why do you think Yosef did this?
What might Yosef have done differently in order to both give information to his father without getting
his brothers angry at him?
____________________________________________________________________________________

-יוֹּסֵ ף ִמכָׁל- ָאהַ ב ֶּאת, ג וְ יִ ְש ָׁר ֵאל3 Now Yisrael loved Yoseph more than all his
;ֹּ לו,זְ קֻ נִים הּוא-בֶּ ן-כִ י-- בָׁ נָׁיוchildren, because he was the son of his old age;
. כְ ֹּתנֶּת פַ ִסים,ֹּ וְ עָׁ ָׁשה לוand he made him a coat of many colors.
אֹּת ֹּו ָאהַ ב- כִ י, ד וַ יִ ְראּו אֶּ חָׁ יו4 And when his brothers saw that their father
,וַ יִ ְש ְנאּו--אֶּ חָׁ יו- אֲ בִ יהֶּ ם ִמכָׁלloved him more than all his brothers, they hated
. ַדבְ ר ֹּו לְ ָׁשֹלם, אֹּתוֹּ; וְ ֹלא יָׁכְ לּוhim, and could not speak peaceably to him.
Why do you think Yaakov loved Yosef more than his other children?
What did Yaakov make for his son? Do you think he made this for every son? If it was a uniform of some
sort, what was Yosef’s new job?
How do you think Yaakov thought the brothers should have responded to the gift he gave Yosef?
Why do you think the brothers responded the way they did?
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Why didn’t they speak peacefully to him anymore?
Were the brothers angry only at Yosef? Why do you think so?
______________________________________________________
A Rabbinic insight about the situation in Yaakov’s family:
Shabbat 10b; Megilla 16b
Raba b. Mehasia also said in the name of R. Hama b. Goria in Rab's name:
A man should never single out one son among his other sons,
for on account of the two sela's weight of silk, which Jacob gave Joseph in excess of his other
sons, his brothers became jealous of him
and the matter resulted in our forefathers' descent into Egypt.
Why do the Rabbis think that because of what Yaakov did for Yosef, the exile in Egypt
resulted? (Think of the series of events that began with this and led up to the entire
family going down to Egypt and being enslaved there.)
Do you agree with such a thought?
If Avraham was told that his descendent were going to be exiled to Egypt long before
Yaakov was even born, let alone that he showed favoritism to Yosef,
(Beraishit 15:13-14 And He said unto Abram: 'Know of a surety that thy seed
shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they
shall afflict them four hundred years; and also that nation, whom they shall
serve, will I judge; and afterward shall they come out with great substance.)
why should Yaakov be blamed for the Jews having to go to Egypt? How can the two
sources be reconciled with one another?
______________________________________________________________

; וַ ַיגֵד לְ אֶּ חָׁ יו, ה וַ יַחֲ ֹלם יוֹּסֵ ף חֲ לוֹּם5 And Yoseph dreamed a dream, and he told it
.ֹּ ְשנֹּא אֹּתו, וַ יו ִֹּספּו עוֹּדto his brothers; and they hated him even more.
 הַ חֲ לוֹּם,נָׁא- ִש ְמעּו: אֲ לֵיהֶּ ם, ו וַ יֹּאמֶּ ר6 And he said to them: 'Listen, please, to this
. הַ זֶּ ה אֲ ֶּשר חָׁ ל ְָׁמ ִתיdream which I have dreamed:
 בְ תוְֹּך, ז וְ ִהנֵה אֲ נ ְַחנּו ְמאַ לְ ִמים אֲ ל ִֻמים7 Check it out- we were binding sheaves in
;נִצָׁ בָׁ ה- וְ גַם, וְ ִהנֵה ָׁקמָׁ ה אֲ לֻמָׁ ִתי, הַ ָׁש ֶּדהthe field, and, my sheaf got up, and also stood
ָׁ וַ ִת ְש ַתחֲ וֶּ ין, וְ ִהנֵה ְתסֻ בֶּ ינָׁה אֲ לֻמֹּתֵ יכֶּםupright; and, your sheaves turned around, and
.לַאֲ לֻמָׁ ִתי
bowed down to my sheaf.'
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, הֲ מָׁ ֹלְך ִת ְמֹלְך עָׁ לֵינּו, אֶּ חָׁ יו,ֹֹּּאמרּו לו
ְ  ח וַ י8 And his brothers said to him: 'Will you
מָׁ שוֹּל ִת ְמשֹּל בָׁ נּו; וַ יו ִֹּספּו עוֹּד ְשנֹּא- ִאםindeed rule over us? And will you indeed have
. ְדבָׁ ָׁריו-חֲ ֹלמֹּתָׁ יו וְ עַ ל- עַ ל,ֹּ אֹּתוpower over us?' And they hated him even the
more for his dreams, and for his words.
Why do they hate him even more now?
Why do you think that people might take dreams seriously?
Why do you think Yosef told them his dream?
In Yosef’s dream, he is with his brothers in the fields. What do you think this means?
What do the brothers think his dream means? Do you agree with them? What could it have meant
which would not have been a cause for the brothers to be angry?
Why sometimes, do we only see what we expect to see? How might this idea apply to Yosef’s brothers?
What do you see when you look at the picture below? How is it possible to see the same thing, not only
a picture but also ideas and situations, in different ways?
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