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Sacrifices and the Animal World 

R. Yaakov Bieler 

Parashat VaYikra, Parashat HaChodesh 5775 

 

Understanding the ritual of animal sacrifice.  

 

 Particularly for the modern sensibility,1 the Tora’s institution of animal sacrifice is difficult to 

comprehend. While not every contemporary Jew is a vegetarian, and therefore many who are observant 

benefit from and enjoy consuming meat, employing animals for the purpose of offering sacrifices as a 

form of Divine Service is difficult for most people to imagine, let alone accept and internalize.  

 

Are animals in fact more ready to make such sacrifices than man himself?  

 

Although I remember my first Chumash teacher, R. Moshe Besdin, Z”L, telling us: “Domestic 

animals ordinarily do not die natural deaths. If you could ask a cow, ‘Would you prefer to be a sacrifice 

or the source of Mr. Green’s steak,’ you could be assured that the animal would choose the latter,” it 

doesn’t seem to me that such a line of reasoning leads us to feel comfortable with the institution of 

animal sacrifice.  

 

In a similar vein, the Midrash imagines a conversation between Eliyahu and the animal 

designated to be used for an idolatrous sacrifice during the confrontation on Har Carmel between the 

fabled Jewish prophet and the prophets of Ba’al (I Melachim 18):2  

 

BaMidbar Rabba 23:9 

…What did Eliyahu do? He said to them (the prophets of Ba’al): Choose twin cows from 

one mother that grazed in one pasture, and place lots upon them. One will be for 

HaShem and one for Ba’al.3 Immediately they followed his directions. The cow upon 

which fell the lot for Ba’al, despite the best efforts of the idolatrous prophets, refused 

to move. Eliyahu entered into conversation with it and said: “Go with them.” The cow 

responded: “Before the eyes of the entire nation, I and my friend emerged from the 

same womb, from the same mother and were raised in the same pasture, but he in the 

end is associated with HaShem, and the Name of the Holy One, Blessed Be He will be 

Sanctified through him, while I am to be associated with Ba’al to antagonize my 

Creator?” Eliyahu said to him: “Cow! Cow! Do not be afraid because of them, and do not 

view this as a plot against you, because in the same manner that the Name of the Holy 

One, Blessed Be He will be Sanctified via the one who is with me, so too the Name will 

be Sanctified through you as well (when they fail to demonstrate that their god is 

responsive to them).“ He (the cow) said to him (Eliyahu): “You will assure me with an 

oath. Furthermore, I will not move from here until you personally hand me over into 

their hands, as it is said, (I Melachim 18:26) “And they took the bullock which was given 

them…” Who gave it to them? Eliyahu… 

 

Here too it is assumed that as long as the sacrifice is infused by the individual bringing it with the 

proper intent, i.e., LeShem Shamayim (for the sake of Heaven), the animal will be agreeable. But one 
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would have to admit that it is difficult to invoke the “pathetic fallacy”4 in the case of the Midrash 

whereby we project that just as a human being is prepared to give up his life for a great cause, an animal 

should also do so, when in fact this is often not the case with respect to human beings!5  Would 

Yitzchak’s role in Akeidat Yitzchak (Beraishit 22)6 be considered so extraordinary, or R. Akiva’s recitation 

of Shema while being tortured to death7 an amazing act of heroism, if most people were prepared to act 

in this way on a regular basis? Is there something that animals understand that human beings do not? 

 

Frogs and self-sacrifice.  

 

Additional Midrashic examples of the assertion that animals, non-Kosher ones at that, may 

particularly be prepared to engage in sacrificial acts, perhaps more so than humans, appears in the 

introduction to Perek Shira8 as well as the Talmud: 

 

Perek Shira, Hakdama 

…The Sages said concerning King David that when he completed the book of Tehillim, he 

became proud. He said before the Holy One, Blessed Be He: “Is there any creature You 

have Created in Your World that says more songs and praises than me?” At that point, a 

frog happened across his path, and it said to him: “David, do not become proud, for I 

recite more songs and praises than you. (The Midrashic imagination understands the 

frog’s incessant croaking as a reflection of its praising of HaShem, the very premise of 

Perek Shira.)9 Furthermore every song I say contains three thousand parables, as it says, 

(I Melachim 5:12) ‘And he spoke three thousand parables and his songs were one 

thousand five hundred.’  And furthermore, I am busy with a great Mitzva, and this is the 

Mitzva with which I am busy—there is a certain type of creature by the edge of the sea 

whose sustenance is entirely from (creatures living in the water), and when it is hungry, 

it takes me and eats me, such that I fulfill that which it says, (Mishlei 25:21-2) ‘If your 

enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty give him water to drink; for you shall heap 

coals of fire on his head (by “killing him with kindness’), and ‘HaShem Yeshalem Lach’ 

(God shall Reward you).’ Do not read ‘shall reward you’ but instead ‘Yashlimeihu Lach’ 

(shall make him at peace with you).’” 

 

Pesachim 53b 
Come and hear: This too did Thaddeus of Rome teach: “What (reason) did Chanania, Mishael 
and Azaria see that they delivered themselves, for the sanctification of the (Divine) Name to the 
fiery furnace? (See Daniel 3).10 They argued a minori to themselves: if frogs, which are not 
commanded concerning the sanctification of the (Divine) Name, yet it is written of them, 
(Shemot 7:28) ‘And they shall come up and go into thy house . . . and into thine ovens, and into 
thy kneading troughs’-- when are the kneading troughs to be found near the oven? When the 
oven is hot (leading to the conclusion that the frogs entered these hot areas and met their ends 
for the sake of fulfilling the Divine Command that brought about this Egyptian plague), we, who 
are commanded concerning the sanctification of the Name, how much the more so!”  

 

The fundamental difference between animals and people with respect to self-sacrifice. 
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Perhaps the underlying assumption of all of these cases of alleged animal altruism that in effect 

put man’s hesitations about engaging in personal sacrificial acts to shame, could be represented by a 

particular prophetic verse: 

 

Yeshayahu 1:3 

The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib; but Israel doth not know, My 

People doth not consider. 

 

The prophet is bemoaning the fact that there is an essential lacking of Hakarat HaTov 

(appreciation of good things done on their behalf) on the part of man in general, and the Jewish people 

in particular, something of which animals cannot be accused. Certainly the tasks assigned to oxen and 

donkeys by men are not terribly glamorous. Yet there is a recognition on the part of these animals 

regarding who is their master, and at the very least from where their food derives.  From the Jewish 

point of view, all of humanity owes its existence to HaShem, and with respect to the Jewish people in 

particular, RaShI in his commentary writes, “…And even after I Took them out of Egypt and Fed them the 

Manna and Called them ‘My People,’11 they lacked even the understanding of a donkey.”   

 

Whereas recognizing one’s master as well as the one who provides food are very visceral, 

concrete perceptions, RaShi then discusses a deeper, existential and emotional sensibility that again 

animals seem to possess, but men often do not:  

 

Another interpretation: …The ox recognizes its master to the extent that his fear is upon 

it. Therefore he does not attempt to alter what has been decreed for him. (He doesn’t 

say): “I am not going to plough today,” and the donkey does not say to his master, “I am 

not going to be loaded up today.” And these (domesticated animals) who have not been 

created for any reason other than to serve you (man), and if they do the proper thing 

are not going to be rewarded, or if they do the improper thing will they be punished, 

(nevertheless) their natures that I (HaShem) have Decreed for them do not change, 

Israel (by contrast) who if they do the right thing will receive reward and if they sin will 

be punished, “don’t know,”, i.e., they don’t want to know, and what they do know, they 

stomp on with their heel,12 and My People pay no attention to reflect (on this matter).  

  

 A fresh appreciation for a well-known theme in biblical and Rabbinic literature.   

 

Mishlei advises the lazy individual to study ants: 

 

Mishlei 6:6-11 

6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise; 

7 Which having no chief, overseer, or ruler, 

8 Provideth her bread in the summer, and gatherest her food in the harvest. 

9 How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? 

10 'Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep'-- 

11 So shall thy poverty come as a runner, and thy want as an armed man. 
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Ethics of the Fathers lists several animals from whom man can learn particular characteristics: 

 

Avot 5  

Yehuda ben Teima said: “Be bold as a leopard, swift as an eagle, fleet as a deer and strong as a 

lion to do the Will of your Father Who is in Heaven.  

  
The Talmud claims that all sorts of proper behavior can similarly be derived from careful 

observation of members of the animal kingdom: 

 

Eiruvin 100b 

R. Yochanan observed: If the Tora had not been given we could have learnt modesty from the 
cat, honesty from the ant, chastity from the dove, and good manners from the cock who first 
coaxes and then mates…   
 
However, all of these qualities, i.e., industriousness, assertiveness, speed, strength, modesty, 

honesty, chastity and good manners, do not necessarily translate into religious traits per se. They merely 
can inform a person’s activities and supply a context that if properly applied, will result in better, more 
intense and appropriate overall behavior. However, the assumption that animals  both praise and are 
totally devoted to their masters to the extent that they will put themselves in harm’s way should their 
masters demand it of them, suddenly enters directly into the religious realm, and speaks to the Mitzva 
of Kiddush HaShem. Although this Mitzva is usually thought of in terms of “dying Al Pi Kiddush HaShem,” 
there is also the value of how one ought to “live Al Pi Kiddush HaShem.” And a fundamental aspect of 
the latter is talking about and praising God, as RaMBaM states:  

 
RaMBaM, Sefer HaMitzvot, Positive Commandment #3 
The 3rd Mitzva is that we are commanded to love God (Exalted Be He), i.e. to meditate upon 
and closely examine His Mitzvot, His Commandments, and His Works, in order to understand 
Him; and through this understanding to achieve a feeling of ecstasy. This is the goal of the 
Commandment to love God… 
Our Sages also said that this Mitzva includes calling out to all mankind to serve God 
(Exalted Be He) and to believe in Him. This is because when you love a person, for 
example, you praise him and call out to others to draw close to him. So too, if you truly 
love God — through your understanding and realization of His true Existence — you will 
certainly spread this true knowledge that you know to the ignorant and the foolish. (We 
see that this Mitzva includes spreading love for God to others from) the Sifri: " 'You shall 
love God,' i.e. make Him beloved among the creatures as your father Avraham did, as it 
is written, “The souls that he made in Charan.” The meaning of this Sifri: Avraham, as a 
result of his deep understanding of God, acquired love for God, as the verse testifies, 
"Avraham, who loved Me." This powerful love therefore caused him to call out to all 
mankind to believe in God. So too, you shall love Him to the extent that you draw others 
to Him. 
 

Conclusion. 
 

While we could dismiss sacrifices as a reflection of a more primitive form of Divine worship, and 
not take seriously the claims that the animals are prepared to sacrifice themselves for the sake of their 
Creator, perhaps it is appropriate to also consider how the animal world in general, and the institution 
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of sacrifices in particular, reflect a religious mentality that if alien to our current consciousnesses, 
bespeaks something that we are lacking, rather than our greater level of sophistication. 

  

1 RaMBaM, who lived between 1135 and 1204, in the Guide for the Perplexed III:32, asserts that God’s 
Commanding the offering up of sacrifices was more a function of what ancient man was used to, than some sort of 
ideal: 

…The custom which was in those days general among all men, and the general mode of worship in which 
the Israelites were brought up, consisted in sacrificing animals in those temples which contained certain 
images, to bow down to those images, and to bum incense before them; religious and ascetic persons 
were in those days the persons that were devoted to the service in the temples erected to the stars, as 
has been explained by us. It was in accordance with the Wisdom and Plan of God, as displayed in the 
whole Creation, that He did not Command us to give up and to discontinue all these manners of service; 
for to obey such a Commandment it would have been contrary to the nature of man, who generally 
cleaves to that to which he is used; it would in those days have made the same impression as a prophet 
would make at present if he called us to the Service of God and told us in His Name, that we should not 
pray to Him, not fast, not seek His Help in time of trouble; that we should serve Him in thought, and not 
by any action. For this reason God Allowed these kinds of service to continue; He Transferred to His 
service that which had formerly served as a worship of created beings, and of things imaginary and 
unreal, and commanded us to serve Him in the same manner; viz., to build unto Him a temple; comp. 
(Shemot 25: 8) "And they shall make unto me a sanctuary"; to have the altar erected to His name; comp. 
(Ibid. 20:21) "An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me"; to offer the sacrifices to Him; comp. (VaYikra 
1:2) "If any man of you bring an offering unto the Lord", to bow down to Him and to bum incense before 
Him. 

Of course, RaMBaN radically disagreed with RaMBaM:  
RaMBaN  on VaYikra 1:9 d.h. Olah Ishai 
…But these words (RaMBaM’s explanation for sacrifices) are mere expressions (he is responding to the 
argument made by RaMBaM that the sacrifices were intended to combat ideas of idolatry believed in by 
other ancient nations)… and making (Malachi 1:12) “the Table of the Eternal (the Temple altar) polluted”, 
as if the offerings were intended only to remove false beliefs from the hearts of the wicked and fools of 
the world, when Scripture says that they are (Ibid 3:16) “The food of the offering made by fire, for a 
pleasing odor”… Furthermore when Noach came out of the ark with his three sons, there were as yet no 
Chaldeans or Egyptians in the world, yet he brought an offering which was pleasing to God, as concerning 
it Scripture says, (Beraishit 8:21) “And the Eternal Smelled the pleasing odor,” and on account of it (Ibid.) 
“He Said in His Heart: ‘I will not again Curse the ground for man’s sake.’” (Ibid. 4:4) “Hevel likewise 
brought of the first-born of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Eternal had Regard for Hevel and his 
offering.” Yet there was as yet not the slightest trace of idol-worship in the world! …The Scriptural 
expression concerning the offerings is, (BaMidbar 28:2) “My Food, that is presented to Me for offerings 
made by fire, for a pleasing odor unto Me.” Far be it that they should have no other purpose and 
intention except the elimination of idolatrous opinions from the minds of fools… 

While RaMBaN disputes the idea that sacrifices in the Tora are intended to respond to idolatrous practices, 
nevertheless RaMBaM’s argument that ancient man may not have related to the most ethereal manner of 
worshipping God remains in place, i.e., HaShem may have Been “Pleased” with these overtures at that point in 
man’s development. However, that doesn’t mean that some higher level of worship couldn’t potentially be 
achieved over time.  
2 19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto Mount Carmel, and the prophets of Ba’al four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of 

the Asheira four hundred, that eat at Jezebel's table.' 20 And Achav sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto 
Mount Carmel. 21 And Eliyahu came near unto all the people, and said: “How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord Be God, follow 
Him; but if Ba’al, follow him.” And the people answered him not a word. 22 Then said Eliyahu unto the people: “I, even I only, am left a prophet 
of the Lord; but Ba’al's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock 
for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, and put no fire under; and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on the wood, and 
put no fire under. 24 And call ye on the name of your god, and I will call on the Name of the Lord; and the God that Answereth by fire, let him 
Be God.” And all the people answered and said: “It is well spoken.” 25 And Eliyahu said unto the prophets of Ba’al: “Choose you one bullock for 
yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire under.” 26 And they took the bullock which was 
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given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Ba’al from morning even until noon, saying: “O Ba’al, answer us.” But there was no 
voice, nor any that answered. And they danced in halting wise about the altar which was made. 27 And it came to pass at noon, that Eliyahu 
mocked them, and said: “Cry aloud; for he is a god; either he is musing, or he is gone aside, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, 
and must be awaked.” 28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with swords and lances, till the blood gushed out upon 
them. 29 And it was so, when midday was past, that they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening offering; but there was 
neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 30 And Eliyahu said unto all the people: “Come near unto me”; and all the people came 
near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that was thrown down. 31 And Eliyahu took twelve stones, according to the number of the 
tribes of the sons of Yaakov, unto whom the Word of the Lord came, saying: “Israel shall be thy name.” 32 And with the stones he built an altar 
in the Name of the Lord; and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. 33 And he put the wood in 
order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid it on the wood. 34 And he said: “Fill four jars with water, and pour it on the burnt-offering, and on 
the wood.” And he said: “Do it the second time;” and they did it the second time. And he said: “Do it the third time;” and they did it the third 
time. 35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. 36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of 
the evening offering, that Eliyahu the prophet came near, and said: “O Lord, the God of Avraham, of Yitzchak, and of Yisrael, let it be known this 
day that Thou Art God in Israel, and that I am Thy Servant, and that I have done all these things at Thy Word. 37 Hear me, O Lord, Hear me, that 
this people may know that Thou, Lord, Art God, for Thou didst turn their heart backward.” 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the 
burnt-offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, 
they fell on their faces; and they said: “The Lord, He Is God; the Lord, He Is God.” 40 And Eliyahu said unto them: “Take the prophets of Ba’al; 
let not one of them escape.” And they took them; and Eliyahu brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there. 41 And Eliyahu 
said unto Achav: “Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of abundance of rain.” 42 So Achav went up to eat and to drink. And Eliyahu 
went up to the top of Carmel; and he bowed himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees. 43 And he said to his servant: 
“Go up now, look toward the sea.” And he went up, and looked, and said: “There is nothing.” And he said: “Go again seven times.” 44 And it 
came to pass at the seventh time, that he said: “Behold, there ariseth a cloud out of the sea, as small as a man's hand.” And he said: “Go up, say 
unto Achav: ‘Make ready thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.'” 45 And it came to pass in a little while, that the heaven 
grew black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Achav rode, and went to Jezreel. 46 And the Hand of the Lord was on Eliyahu; 
and he girded up his loins, and ran before Achav to the entrance of Jezreel. 
3 This is reminiscent of part of the Temple service on Yom HaKippurim:  

VaYikra 16:8 
And Aharon shall cast lots upon the two goats: one lot for the Lord, and the other lot for Azazel. 

4 The phrase pathetic fallacy is a literary term for the attributing of human emotion and conduct to all aspects 
within nature. It is a kind of personification that is found in poetic writing when, for example, clouds seem sullen, 
when leaves dance, when dogs laugh, or when rocks seem indifferent… 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pathetic_fallacy     
5 RaMBaM discusses how we are to react when an individual does not have the courage to die rather than violate 
one of the three most serious transgressions: murder, sexual immorality and idolatry: 
 RaMBaM, Mishneh Tora, Hilchot Yesodei HaTora 5:4 

…When anyone about whom it is said: "Sacrifice your life and do not transgress," transgresses instead of 
sacrificing his life, he desecrates (God's) Name. If he does so in the presence of ten Jews, he desecrates 
(God's) Name in public, nullifies (the fulfillment of]) the positive Commandment of the sanctification of 
(God's) Name, and violates the negative Commandment against the desecration of God's Name. 
Nevertheless, since he was forced to transgress, he is not (punished by) lashing, and, needless to say, is not 
executed by the court even if he was forced to slay (a person). The (punishments of) lashes and execution 
are administered only to one who transgresses voluntarily, (when the transgression is observed by) 
witnesses, and (when) a warning (was given), as (VaYikra 20:5) states concerning one who gives his 
children to (the worship of) Molech: "I will turn My Face against that person"… 

6 1 And it came o pass after these things, that God did Prove Avraham, and Said unto him: “Avraham”; and he said: “Here am I.” 2 And He Said: 

“Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, even Yitchak, and get thee into the land of Moria; and offer him there for a burnt-
offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.” 3 And Avraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his 
young men with him, and Yitzchak his son; and he cleaved the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God 
had Told him. 4 On the third day Avraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 5 And Avraham said unto his young men: “Abide ye 
here with the ass, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship, and come back to you.” 6 And Avraham took the wood of the burnt-
offering, and laid it upon Yitzchak his son; and he took in his hand the fire and the knife; and they went both of them together. 7 And Yitzchak 
spoke unto Avraham his father, and said: “My father.” And he said: “Here am I, my son.” And he said: “Behold the fire and the wood; but where 
is the lamb for a burnt-offering?”8 And Avraham said: “God will Provide Himself the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.” So they went both of 
them together. 9 And they came to the place which God had Told him of; and Avraham built the altar there, and laid the wood in order, and 
bound Yitzchak his son, and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 And Avraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 
11 And the Angel of the Lord Called unto him out of Heaven, and Said: “Avraham, Avraham.” And he said: “Here am I.” 12 And He Said: “Lay not 
thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him; for now I Know that thou art a God-fearing man, Seeing thou hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son, from Me.” 13 And “Avraham” lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his 
horns. And Avraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt-offering in the stead of his son. 14 And Avraham called the name of 
that place HaShem-Yireh; as it is said to this day: “In the mount where the Lord is Seen.” 15 And the Angel of the Lord Called unto Avraham a 
second time out of Heaven, 16 and Said: “By Myself have I Sworn, Saith the Lord, because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pathetic_fallacy
http://www.chabad.org/9921#v5
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son, thine only son, 17 that in blessing I will Bless thee, and in multiplying I will Multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand 
which is upon the seashore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18 and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
because thou hast hearkened to My Voice.” 19 So Avraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Be’er-Sheva; 
and Avraham dwelt at Be’er-Sheva.  
7 Berachot 61b 

When R. Akiva was taken out for execution, it was the hour for the recital of the Shema, and while they 
combed his flesh with iron combs, he was accepting upon himself the Kingship of Heaven. His disciples 
said to him: “Our teacher, even to this point?” He said to them: “All my days I have been troubled by this 
verse, “with all thy soul,” (which I interpret,) “even if He Takes thy soul.” I said: ‘When shall I have the 
opportunity of fulfilling this?’ Now that I have the opportunity shall I not fulfil it?” He prolonged the word 
Echad until he expired while saying it. 

8 Perek Shira (Hebrew פרק שירה, lit. "Chapter of Song") is an ancient Jewish text. There are a number of versions 
extant, some associated with the Ashkenazic tradition, some with the Sephardic, and some with the Mizrachi Jews 
tradition. It was first printed, with a commentary, in Moses ben Joseph de Trani's Bet Elohim (1576), but it is 
mentioned as early as the 10th century. It contains 85 sections, in each of which elements of creation, beginning 
with the celestial and ending with dogs, use biblical and rabbinic verses in order to sing God's Praises. Use of Perek 
Shira used to be prevalent in the daily liturgy and medieval philosopher Joseph Albo wrote that whoever recites 
Perek Shira is guaranteed a place in the World to Come. Though Perek Shira means "Chapter of Song", the book is 
actually organized into six chapters. Some of the utilized verses make mention of the speaker. For example, the 
song begins with the Heavens who say, (Psalms 19:2) "The heavens speak of the Glory of God, and of His 
Handiwork the skies tell." Others describe some characteristic or activity of the speaker, e.g., the book ends with 
the dogs who say (Psalms 95:2) "Come, let us prostrate and bend our knees, and kneel before God our Maker" … 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perek_Shirah  
9 Here is what one blogger ( http://choshvei.blogspot.com/2006/04/perek-shirah-what-is-it.html)  writes regarding 
the frog’s particular statement, as well as implications of the role of the frog in Perek Shira’s introduction: 

…Frog - צפרדע 
 ברוך שם כבוד מלכותו לעולם ועד
"Blessed is His Honorable Name of Kingship forever and ever." 
We learn in the introduction to "Perek Shira", that upon completing writing the Book of Tehillim, King 
David pridefully asked if there was any other among HaShem's Creations that says more Shira than he 
had. Whereupon, HaShem brought the frog to King David. The frog told King David that he, the frog, says 
more Shira and praises to HaShem than does King David. The frog says that for each song he sings, there 
are 3,000 parables that can be based on that individual song. The frog says that he sings 1,005 songs. 
Doing the math, there are 3,015,000 parables that can be made just on the songs of the frog! One of the 
things we can learn from the frog is that one should devote ones' entire being to the service of HaShem. 
The above quote, which the frog "sings" in "Perek Shira", is the Rabbinic formulation that one says quietly, 
immediately after the introductory verse of the Shema. One says the line quietly (with the exception of 
Yom Kippur). It is the Malachei Ha'Shareit (HaShem's Ministering Angels) that recite the above statement. 
They are the ones who devote their entire being to HaShem. So too, we should devote ourselves, both 
physically, through our daily actions, and spiritually, through learning Tora and Tefilla (prayer), trying to 
follow in their example of complete service to HaShem. They make their desire to serve HaShem known 
(aside from their actions) by reciting the line, "ברוך שם כבוד מלכותו לעולם ועד"… 

10 1 Nevuchadnetzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits; he set it up in the 

plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2 Then Nevuchadnetzar the king sent to gather together the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, 
the judges, the treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 3 Then the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the judges, the treasurers, the counselors, the 
sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nevuchadnetzar the king had set up; 
and they stood before the image that Nevuchadnetzar had set up. 4 And the herald cried aloud: “To you it is commanded, O peoples, nations, 
and languages, 5 that at what time ye hear the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and 
worship the golden image that Nevuchadnetzar the king hath set up; 6 and whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be 
cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.” 7 Therefore at that time, when all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, 
psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the peoples, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that 
Nevuchadnetzar the king had set up. 8 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and brought accusation against the Jews. 9 They 
spoke and said to Nevuchadnetzar the king: “O king, live forever! 10 Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound 
of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, and bagpipe, and all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image; 11 and whoso falleth 
not down and worshippeth shall be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast appointed over the 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sephardic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mizrahi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genesis_creation_narrative
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_to_Come
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perek_Shirah
http://choshvei.blogspot.com/2006/04/perek-shirah-what-is-it.html
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affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” {S} 13 Then Nevuchadnetzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. Then were these men brought before the king. 14 Nevuchadnetzar spoke and said unto them: “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, that ye serve not my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear 
the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, and bagpipe, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made [, 
well]; but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is the god that shall deliver you 
out of my hands?” 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king: 'O Nevuchadnetzar, we have no need to answer thee 
in this matter. 17 If our God Whom we serve Is Able to Deliver us, He will Deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and out of thy hand, O king. 
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” {S} 19 Then 
was N Nevuchadnetzar filled with fury, and the form of his visage was changed, against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; he spoke, and 
commanded that they should heat the furnace seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 20 And he commanded certain mighty men 
that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men were 
bound in their cloaks, their tunics, and their robes, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 22 
Therefore because the king's commandment was peremptory, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning 
fiery furnace. {P} 24 Then Nevuchadnetzar the king was alarmed, and rose up in haste; he spoke and said unto his ministers: “Did not we cast 
three men bound into the midst of the fire?” They answered and said unto the king: “True, O king.” 25 He answered and said: “Lo, I see four 
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” {S} 26 Then 
Nevuchadnetzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace; he spoke and said: “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of 
God Most High, come forth, and come hither.” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth out of the midst of the fire. 27 And the 
satraps, the prefects, and the governors, and the king's ministers, being gathered together, saw these men, that the fire had no power upon 
their bodies, nor was the hair of their head singed, neither were their cloaks changed, nor had the smell of fire passed on them. 28 
Nevuchadnetzar spoke and said: “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, Who hath Sent His Angel, and Delivered His 
Servants that trusted in Him, and have Changed the king's word, and have Yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, 
except their own God. 29 Therefore I make a decree, that every people, nation, and language, which speak anything amiss against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill; because there is no other god that is able 
to deliver after this sort.” 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon. {P} 31 “Nevuchadnetzar 
the king, unto all peoples, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; peace be multiplied unto you. 32 It hath seemed good unto me to 
declare the signs and wonders that God Most High hath Wrought toward me. 33 How Great are His Signs! And how Mighty are His Wonders! 
His Kingdom is an Everlasting Kingdom, and His Dominion is from generation to generation.” 
11 E.g., Shemot 3:7 

And the Lord Said: “I have surely Seen the affliction of My People that are in Egypt, and have Heard their 
cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I Know their pains.” 

12 An idiom exemplified by its repeated usage in the following Midrash: 
Pesikta D’Rav Kahana #9 “Shor Oh Kesev” 
Said R. Yoda ben HaRav Simon: “It is written (Yeshayahu 1:3) ‘The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his 
master's crib…’ And they (Israel) did not know, but rather they stomped on them (the Commandments of 
HaShem) with their heel. Similarly, (Yirmiyahu 4:22) ‘For My people are foolish, they know Me not; they 
are sottish children, and they have no understanding; they are wise to do evil, but to do good they have 
no knowledge.’ They did not know, but they stomp them under their heel. Similarly, (Hoshea 2:10) ‘For 
she did not know that it was I that Gave her the corn, and the wine, and the oil, and Multiplied unto her 
silver and gold, which they used for Baal.’ She did not know, but stomped on them with her ankle.  

  


