
Tzedaka: Unit 1 

Tora 

  יח פרק בראשית

י( יט) ִּ֣ יו כ  ר ְלַמַען    יְַדְעת ִּ֗ ה ֲאש ֶׁ֨ יו יְַצו ֶּ֜ ָ֤ נָּ ת־בָּ יתו   א  ת־בֵּ יו וְא  ָ֔ ְמרו    ַאֲחרָּ ָֽׁ ְך וְשָּ ר  ִּ֣ ק ד  ָָּ֔ ות :יְקֹו ה ַלֲעשׂ֥ ָ֖ קָּ ט ְצדָּ ָּ֑ ְשפָּ   ומ 

ַען יא ְלַמִּ֗ ָ֤ ב  ם יְקֹוָּק   הָּ הָָּ֔ ת ַעל־ַאְברָּ ׂ֥ ר אֵּ ָ֖ ב  ר־ד  יו ֲאש  ָֽׁ לָּ  :עָּ
Beraishit 18:19 

For I (God) have Known him (Avraham), to the end that he may command his children and his household 

after him, that they may keep the Way of the Lord: to do righteousness/give charity and justice; to the 

end that the Lord may Bring upon Avraham that which He hath Spoken of him. 

 

 יט פסוק יח פרק וירא פרשת בראשית והקבלה הכתב

 מלעשות נשמרים ויהיו, האלה הרשעים עונש טעם הבאים דורות שידעו כדי, הוא ההודעה סבת ואמר…

 לא ואביון עני יד, סדום אנשי קלקלו אלו בשני כי", ומשפט צדקה ושמרו' וגו יצוה אשר למען" ש"וז, כתעבותיהם

 ...והנדיבות החנינה מצד לעניים הניתן כאן צדקה ושם(; ז"ט יחדקאל) הנביא כעדות, החזיקו

HaKetav VeHaKabbala1 on Beraishit 18:19 

…And He States that the reason of this notification, is in order for the coming generations to know the 

reason for the punishment of these evildoers (the residents of Sodom and Amora), and they will be 

careful not to replicate their abominations. And this is what is meant by “to the end that he may 

command etc. to give charity and do justice”, because with respect to these two things the inhabitants 

of Sodom transgressed. (Yechezkel 16:49) “Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom: pride, 

fullness of bread, and careless ease was in her and in her daughters; neither did she strengthen the hand 

of the poor and needy,” as the prophet attests. The term “Tzedaka” as it is used in this context refers to 

that which is given to the poor due to compassion and generosity…  

 

Questions for thought and discussion: 

1) Why is it not sufficient for Avraham to practice these virtues himself, but the Divine 

Expectation and Approbation is that he will also instruct his offspring and descendants to do 

the same? 

2) Whereas the term “Mishpat” (justice) would appear to be a general description of the 

lawfulness of the society, “Tzedaka,” according to HaKetav VeHaKabbala, refers to a very  
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specific practice, i.e., giving to the poor. In what way is this practice comparable to overall 

lawfulness within a society?  

 

Practical applications of the source: 

1) If what is important is not only that one performs the Mitzva but also inspires those around 

him, particularly his children, to emulate him, what have you done of late to try to 

encourage your children to also perform the Mitzva of Tzedaka? 

2) If the Mitzva is to be fulfilled “out of compassion and generosity”, would someone 

exclusively interested in a charitable donation’s tax exemption qualify as actually doing the 

Mitzva? Why or why not? 


