
Tzedaka: Unit 13 

 Ba’al HaTanya1  Moral and spiritual responsibilities connected to the Mitzva of Tzedaka 

 ס' התניא, אגרת הקודש, פ' ט"ז

  !אהוביי אחיי ורעיי אשר כנפשי 

הנה לא נעלם ממני צוק העתים אשר נתדלדלה הפרנסה ובפרט הידועים לי ממחניכם אשר מטה ידם בלי  

  .שום משען ומשענה וממש לווים ואוכלים ה' ירחם עליהם וירחיב להם בצר בקרוב

ועם כל זה לא טוב הם עושים לנפשם לפי הנשמע אשר קפצו ידם הפתוחה מעודם עד היום הזה ליתן ביד  

לא ואם אנו  ,מלאה ועין יפה לכל הצטרכות ההכרחיים לדי מחסורי האביונים נקיים אשר עיניהם נשואות אלינו

 ?נרחם עליהם ח"ו מי ירחם עליהם

שהוא דבר השוה  ,אלא כשביד אחד קיתון של מים וכו' "חייך קודמין"ולא אמרו  ,כתיב"וחי אחיך עמך" 

 לשניהם בשוה לשתות להשיב נפשם בצמא. 

כל דברים אלו קודמין לכל מלבושי כבוד  ,אבל אם העני צריך לחם לפי הטף ועצים וכסות בקרה וכה"ג 

מאחר שאינן חיי נפש ממש  "חייך קודמין"ולא שייך בזה  .וזבח משפחה בשר ודגים וכל מטעמים של האדם וכב"ב

 והנה זהו עפ"י שורת הדין גמור.  2כדאיתא בנדרים דף פ'. ,כמו של העני שוה בשוה ממש

רק לדחוק . כל אדם שלא לדקדק להעמיד על הדיןראוי ל ,אבל באמת גם אם הוא ענין דלא שייך כ"כ ה"ט 

וגם כי כולנו  .ממארז"ל שכל המדקדק בכך סוף בא לידי כך ח"ו ,חייו וליכנס לפני ולפנים משורת הדין ולדאוג לעצמו

 ,צריכים לרחמי שמים בכל עת באתערותא דלתתא דוקא בכל עת ובכל שעה לעורר רחמינו על הצריכים לרחמים

ומה גם כי אדם אין  .גורם כך למעלה לכבוש וכו' ח"ו ,יהיה מאיזה טעם שיהיה ,לבבו וכובש רחמיווכל המאמץ 

 .והצדקה מכפרת ומגינה מן הפורענות וכו' ,צדיק בארץ אשר יעשה טוב תמיד ולא יחטא הגוף ונפש ממש אשר עור

ני מאמינים כי הצדקה אינה רק בשגם אנו מאמינים ב .וכל אשר לאיש יתן בעד נפשו ,ולזאת היא רפואת בעד עור

דשכר כל המצות  ,בכפליים בעולם הזה "מלוה ה' חונן דל וגמולו ישלם לו"משלי יט:יז( )הלואה להקב"ה כדכתיב 

וגם יש לחוש לעונש ח"ו כשחבריו  3,כדאיתא בקדושין ס"פ קמא ,ליכא בעוה"ז לבד מצדקה לפי שהוא טוב לבריות

 .נמנים לדבר מצוה והוא לא נמנה

                                                           
1 Shneur Zalman of Liady (Hebrew: שניאור זלמן מליאדי) (September 4, 1745 – December 15, 1812 O.S. / 18 Elul 
5505 - 24 Tevet 5573), was an Orthodox Rabbi, and the founder and first Rebbe of Chabad, a branch of Chasidic 
Judaism, then based in Liadi, Imperial Russia. He was the author of many works, and is best known for Shulchan 
Aruch HaRav, Tanya and his Siddur Torah Or compiled according to the Nusach Ari… 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shneur_Zalman_of_Liadi  
2 Nedarim 80b 

…With respect to a well belonging to townspeople,  
 their cattle or the cattle of strangers, their cattle take precedence over those of strangers;  
 their laundering or that of strangers,  their laundering takes precedence over that of strangers. 
But if the choice lies between the lives of strangers and their own laundering, the lives of the strangers 

take precedence over their own laundering… 
3 The following analysis appears in http://courses.jercol.macam.ac.il/62/halacha/tikshoret/sachar/lesson1.htm : 
 Kiddushin 40a 

Said Rava: “R. Idi explained it to me: (Yeshayahu 3:10) ‘Say ye of the righteous, when he is good, that they 
shall eat the fruit of their doings.’ --Is there then a righteous man who is good and a righteous man who is 
not good?  
But he who is good to Heaven and good to man, he is a righteous man who is good;  

 good to Heaven but not good to man, that is a righteous man who is not good. 
RaShI 
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Sefer Tanya, Igeret HaKodesh, Chapter 16 

 My Beloved! My Brothers! My Friends! Who are like my soul.  

 Behold, I am aware of the difficulty of the times whereby earning a living is difficult. Especially 

for those known to me among my students, who extend their hands without any support, and who 

literally borrow so that they can eat, God should Have Mercy upon them, and should Expand for them 

the narrow places in short order.  

 Nonetheless, they are not acting properly vis-à-vis their soul according to the reports that they 

close their hand which all their life long, to this very day, was open to give with a full hand and 

benevolence toward all essential necessities to satisfy the needs of the destitute whose eyes are lifted 

unto us. If, Heaven forefend, we will not have mercy on them, who will show them compassion?  

 For it is written, (VaYikra 25:36) “That your brother may live with you”. The rule, “Your life takes 

precedence,” only applies to the case of (Bava Metzia 62a) “One has a single pitcher of water,” that is 

when the same thing is equally essential to both, to drink in order to restore their soul from thirst.4  

 But when the poor needs bread for the mouths of babes, and wood and clothes against the cold, 

and the like, then all these take precedence over any fine clothes and family feasts, meat and fish, and 

all the delicacies of man and any members of his household. The rule, “Your life takes precedence,” does 

not apply in such a case, because all these are not really essential to life, as are the needs of the poor. 

They (the wealthy and the destitute) are truly equal, as mentioned in Nedarim 80b.5 Now all this is 

according to the strict measure of the law.  

 But in truth, even if it was a case where this reason does not really apply, nevertheless, this 

reasoning is worthy for all people that they not be particular and apply the law rigidly, but rather he 

should disadvantage himself and go beyond the letter of the law and thereby evidence concern about 

his personal welfare, as the sages have stated: (Bava Metzia 33a) “He who (strictly) observes this, will 

                                                           
That these (“good righteous) all people benefit from them, resulting in their being good for 
Heaven and good for the people, and regarding such people it is written, “they shall eat the fruit 
of their doings”—during their lifetimes.  
But with regard to one who fulfills (Devarim 22:26-7) “Sending the mother bird away…”, he is 
good to Heaven, but there is no benefit in this action to people in general, and there is no 
mention of “they shall eat the fruit of their doings” during their lifetimes and for this reason this 
Mitzva was not listed among those that as a result of performing them, one eats their fruits in 
this world (while their principle remains in the world to come awaiting their ultimate arrival.) 

(Kiddushin 40a 

We learnt: These are the things the fruit of which man enjoys in this world, while the 

principal remains for him for the future world: Viz., 1) honoring one's parents, 2) the 

practice of loving deeds, and 3) making peace between man and his neighbor, while 4) 

the study of the Tora surpasses them all.) 

Mitzvot 1-3 all have benefits for others, but Mitzva 4 ostensibly benefits the one 

who studies, unless he teaches the material to others. Perhaps it would have to 

be maintained that by studying Mitzvot such as 1-3 one comes to carry them 

out, in the spirit of (Kiddushin 40b) “Learning Tora is great because it brings one 

to carry out the lessons that are learned.” 

From here GR”A (the Vilna Gaon) infers that the reward for Mitzvot between man and man, are paid also in this 
world, as well as their punishments. But reward and punishment for Mitzvot between man and God, their place in 
exclusively in the world to come.  
4 See Unit 9. 
5 See fn. 2. 



eventually be brought to it (i.e., will become impoverished),6 God Forbid. Furthermore, we are all in 

need of the Compassion of HaShem continually via stirrings from below (that will impact the Heavens 

above)—specifically at every time and at every hour to arouse our Compassionate One to Act on behalf 

of those in need of Compassion. Therefore anyone who hardens his heart and suppresses his 

compassion, will cause, for whatever reason, for Him Above to similarly Compress His Compassion, etc., 

God Forbid. There is also the consideration that there is no even righteous man on earth who can 

continually do good without the body and soul literally sinning due to “blindness.” Tzedaka atones and 

protects from punishment, etc. and constitutes a cure for such “blindness.” Everything that a person 

has, he should give in order to protect his soul, for we believe and are the children of those who 

believed that Tzedaka is a loan to God, as it is stated, (Mishlei 19:17) “He that is gracious unto the poor 

lendeth unto the Lord; and his good deed will He Repay unto Him.” (The repayment) is double in this 

world, for no Mitzva (most are not?) is rewarded in this world with the exception of Tzedaka, because it 

is an act of goodness (to others), as is stated at the end of the first Chapter of Kiddushin (40a). There is 

also cause for concern regarding a punishment, God Forbid, when his friends are counted among those 

who performed the Mitzva and he is not.  

 

Questions for thought and discussion:  

1. The Ba’al HaTanya appears to divide his arguments on behalf of everyone engaging in Tzedaka, 
even the relatively poor, between on the one hand, doing what is true and righteous, and on the 
other, what contributes to the self-interest of the giver. Explain why he covers both of these 
bases. What can be concluded regarding which of these approaches appears first?  

2. It seems that the situation described by the Ba’al HaTanya requiring helping the poor, borders 
perilously on the edge of the category of Pikuach Nefesh (threat to life). Once it is defined as 
such, why should it continue to be considered Tzedaka, rather than engaging in saving another’s 
life?  

Practical applications of the source: 
1. The Ba’al HaTanya is speaking from the vantage point of a severely depressed economic 

situation for the Jewish people. What would he say to Jews today about Tzedaka, so many of 
whom are in much more comfortable circumstances, at least materially, than the audience 
which R. Shneur Zalman of Liady was addressing? 

2. Whereas if one just studies the discussion in Bava Metzia 33a, it sounds as if as long as a person 
does not resort to standing behind the basic law of self-interest taking precedence all the time, 
he continues to be in the mainstream, Ba’al HaTanya’s presentation suggests that one should 
never, unless he can’t help it, rely on the principle of law expressed in the Mishna in Bava 
Metzia 33a. What gives the right to the Ba’al HaTanya to redefine what the Mishna and Gemora 
stated was the basic Halacha? 

 

 

                                                           
6 See Unit 12. 


