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Tzedaka: Unit 5 

RaMBaM 

  יב הלכה י פרק מלכים הלכות ם"רמב
 מפני, ישראל עניי בכלל ענייהם ולפרנס, ישראל מתי עם מתיהם ולקבור, חוליהם לבקר חכמים צוו ם"העכו אפילו...

 נועם דרכי 'דרכי")משלי ג:יז(  ונאמר ",מעשיו כל על ורחמיו לכל' ה טוב")תהילים קמה:ט(  נאמר הרי, שלום דרכי

 ".שלום נתיבותיה וכל

 

 ו הלכה א פרק דעות הלכות ם"רמב
, חנון היה אתה אף חנון נקרא הוא מה )סוטה יד.(, "והלכת בדרכיו"(]דברים כח:ט[ )של  זו מצוה בפירוש למדו כך

 לקל הנביאים קראו זו דרך ועל, קדוש היה אתה אף קדוש נקרא הוא מה, רחום היה אתה אף רחום נקרא הוא מה

 דרכים שהן להודיע, בהן וכיוצא "חזק"ו "גבור" "תמים" "ישר"ו "צדיק" "חסד רב"ו "אפים ארך" :הכנויין אותן בכל

 . כחו כפי אליו ולהדמות בהן עצמו להנהיג אדם וחייב וישרים טובים

 

  יד הלכה ד פרק וחנוכה מגילה הלכות ם"רמב
    . שלום נתיבותיה וכל נעם דרכי 'דרכי" ('ג משלי) שנאמר בעולם שלום לעשות ניתנה התורה שכל השלום גדול ...

 

RaMBaM, Mishneh Tora Hilchot Melachim 10:12 

… Our Sages commanded us to visit the gentiles when ill, to bury their dead in addition to the Jewish 

dead, and support their poor in addition to the Jewish poor for the sake of peace. Behold, Tehillim  

145:9 states: “God Is Good to all and His Mercies Extend over all His Works” and Mishlei 3:17 states: 

'The Tora's ways are pleasant ways and all its paths are peace.' 

 

Ibid. Hilchot De’ot 1:6 

(Our Sages) taught (the following) explanation of this Mitzva   (Devarim 28:9 “And you shall go in His 
Ways”): (Sota 14a)  Just as He is called "Gracious," you shall be gracious; Just as He is called "Merciful," 
you shall be merciful; Just as He is called "Holy," you shall be holy.  
In a similar manner, the prophets called God by other titles: "Slow to anger," "Abundant in kindness," 
"Righteous," "Just," "Perfect," "Almighty," "Powerful," and the like. (They did so) to inform us that these 
are good and just paths. A person is obligated to accustom himself to these paths and (to try to) 
resemble Him to the extent of his ability.  
 
Ibid. Hilchot Megilla VeChanuka 4:14 
...Peace is great, for the entire Tora was given to bring about peace within the world, as (Proverbs 3:17) 
states: "Its ways are pleasant ways and all its paths are peace."  
 

 

Questions for thought and discussion: 
1. When the goal of “peace” is applied to the giving Tzedaka and showing other kindnesses to non-

Jews, at least two different objectives could be in play. What may they be?  R. Walter 
Wurzburger1 (“Darkei Shalom,” in Gesher, Student Organization of Yeshiva, 1977-8, p. 7).has 

                                                           
1 Rabbi Walter S. Wurzburger, a leader of Modern Orthodox Judaism and student of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, 
was born in Munich in March 1920 and emigrated to America in 1938.He was Adjunct Professor of Philosophy at 
Yeshiva University, and headed both the Rabbinical Council of America and the Synagogue Council of America 
during his career. He received the National Rabbinic Leadership Award and the Samuel Belkin Literary Award. 
Rabbi Wurzburger is the author of Ethics of Responsibility: Pluralistic Approaches to Covenantal Ethics, God is Proof 
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written that RaMBaM’s reliance not only on Mishlei 3:17, but also Tehillim 145:9 demonstrates 
that this is a universal rather than particularistic aspiration. Discuss.  

2. In light of RaMBaM’s presentation in Hilchot Melachim, how should that inform the manner in 
which he discusses peace in Hilchot De’ot and Hilchot Chanuka? Why do some people appear to 
think that these rules apply only to co-religionists? 

 

Practical Applications of the sources: 

1. In terms of priorities and triage regarding Tzedaka, there is a principle of (Bava Metzia 71a) 

“Aniyei Ircha Kodmin” (the poor of your city come first). Given that we have finite resources, 

how should such a principle be balanced with the approach that is being advocated by 

RaMBaM? 

2. What have you done recently to self-consciously fulfill the Mitzva of “And you shall go in His 

Ways”? 

 

                                                           
Enough, and co-editor of A Treasury of Tradition. Rabbi Walter Wurzburger studied at Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, 
Yeshiva College and Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, and received a PhD from Harvard on the 
philosophy of Brentano. He served as rabbi of Shaarei Shomayim Congregation in Toronto from 1953 to 1966[1] and 
subsequently at Congregation Shaaray Tefila in Lawrence, New York from 1967 until 1994. Wurzburger continued 
at Congregation Shaaray Tefila as Rabbi Emeritus and continued to reside in Lawrence until his death on April 16, 
2002 (Iyyar 4)… https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Wurzburger  
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