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Tzedaka: Unit 7 

Chumash: The two fundamental Halachic passages in the Written Tora which define the obligation of 

Tzedaka. 

  כה פרק ויקרא
ִֽי־יָ֣מּוְך( לה) יָך וְכ  ָטה ָאח ִ֔ ְך יָ֖דֹו ּוָמָ֥ ָמָּ֑ ְקתָ  ע  ֣ ֱִֽחז  ֹו וְה  ר בִ֔ ֵּ֧ ב ג  י וְתֹוָשָׁ֛ ֖ ָמְִֽך וָח    :ע 

 

  טו פרק דברים
ִֽי־י ְהי ה  ( ז) ְב֜יֹון ְבָך   כ  ד א  ַ֤ ַאח  יָךֶ֙  מ  ד ַאח ֶ֙ ֣ יָך ְבַאח  ִ֔ ְרְצָךִ֔  ְשָער  ר־יְקָֹוָ֥ק ְבא   ן ֱאֹלקיָך ֲאש  ֣ ְך נֹת  א ָלָּ֑ ץ ֹלֵּ֧ ֣ מ  ת־ ְתא  א ְלָבְבָך   א  ְקפֹץֶ֙  וְֹלַ֤  ת 

ְדָךִ֔  ת־ָי֣ יָך א  ֖ ָאח  ְביִֹֽון מ   :ָהא 
ח  ( ח) ֵֹּ֧ ִֽי־ָפת ח כ  ָׁ֛ ְפת  ת־יְָדָך֖  ת  ֹו א  טֶ֙  לָּ֑ ֲעב  ּנּו וְה  יט ִ֔ ֲעב  י ת  ֹו ד ֵּ֚ ְחסֹרִ֔ ר מ  ָ֥ ר ֲאש  ֖ ֹו י ְחס   ..:לִֽ

י( יא) ָׁ֛ ל כ  ָ֥ ְב֖יֹון ֹלא־י ְחד  ב א  ר  ֣ ק  ץ מ  ר  ן ָהָאָּ֑ ל־כ ֵּ֞ י ע  ַ֤ ּוְָךֶ֙  ָאנֹכ  ר ְמצ  ִֹ֔ אמ תֹח   ל  ח ָפָּ֠ ְפת   ת־יְָדָך֜  ת  יָך א  ֵּ֧ ָך ְלָאח  ָׁ֛ ֲענ י  ְביֹנְָך֖  ל  ִָֽך ּוְלא   :ְבַאְרצ 

 

 (לעני הלואה מצות) סו מצוה החינוך ספר
 , והרחמים החסד במדת ומורגלים מלומדים ברואיו להיות הקל שרצה, המצוה שורש...

 , הטובה לקבלת ראויים יהיו הטובות במדות גופם הכשר ומתוך, משובחת מדה היא כי 

  1,בהפכו לא הטוב על לעולם והברכה הטוב שחלות שאמרנו כמו 

 . לעולם להיטיב שחפץ חפצו יושלם לטובים, יתברך השם ובהיטיב

 שנעשינו הוא ברוך מחסדו שהיה אלא, זולתנו מחסורו" "די לעני יספיק הוא ברוך הוא הלא זה, שורש מצד לאו ואם

 .  ..לזכותנו לו שלוחים 

 ציוה שהרי עניים אוהב יםאלק אם" :ששאלו אחד למין מחכמינו חכם השיב ,"לזכותנו כדי" ,שאמרנו זה וכענין

 2...א"ע' י דף בתרא בבא במסכת שבא כמו "',וכו, מפרנסן אינו למה, עליהם
VaYikra 25:35 

And if thy brother be waxen poor, and his means fail with thee; then thou shalt uphold him: a stranger 

and a settler shall live with thee (i.e., the same obligation pertains to all members of one’s society). 

 

Devarim 15:7-8, 11 

7 If there be among you a needy man, one of thy brethren, within any of thy gates, in thy land which the 

Lord thy God Giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thy heart, nor shut thy hand from thy needy brother; 8 

but thou shalt surely open thy hand unto him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need in that 

which he wanteth… 

11 For the poor shall never cease out of the land; therefore I Command thee, Saying: “Thou shalt surely 

open thy hand unto thy poor and needy brother, in thy land.” 

 

Sefer HaChinuch #66 (The Mitzva to lend money to the needy) 

…The basis of this Commandment is that God Wished that His Creatures become learned about and 

accustomed to the attribute of kindness and compassion, because it is a praiseworthy attribute. And by 

means of the enhancement of their beings via positive attributes, they will become worthy of receiving 

good. As we have said, the receiving of good and blessing will occur to those who are good, but not to 

their opposite.3   

                                                           
  סג מצוה החינוך ספר1 

 שחפץ יתברך השם חפץ בנו ויושלם, הטוב לקבלת הראויה המדות מעוטרת ,ומסולסלת יקרה נפש נקנה כאלו גדרים ...ומתוך
 ...להטיב

2 See Tzedaka Unit 2c. 
3 Sefer HaChinuch #63 
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And had it not been for this reason, HaShem Himself would have Supported the needy by Providing for 

them what they lacked, without depending upon anyone else (to do so). But out of God’s Compassion, 

He Allows us to become His Surrogates (with respect to supporting the poor) in order for us to earn 

merit (by doing so)… 

And in this vein (of positioning us to earn merit by giving Tzedaka to the poor) one of our sages 

responded to a scoffer who questioned: “If God Is so Concerned about the poor to the point where He 

Formulates a Commandment that they be supported, why doesn’t He Do it Himself?” as is described in 

Bava Batra 10a…4 

 

Questions for thought and discussion: 

 

1. Devarim 15:11 posits the depressing assumption that there will always be people suffering 

from poverty. Does this mean that even society’s best efforts to eliminate poverty are 

doomed to failure? Why wouldn’t such a realization be discouraging especially to those who 

devote their life’s work to trying to combat poverty within the general society anywhere 

around the world?  

2. Sefer HaChinuch places a most positive spin on why we have been Commanded to give 

Tzedaka by rewording the passage in Bava Batra. The Talmud states as the reason why God 

“Empowers” the Jewish people to give Tzedaka:  

 “So that we may be saved through them from the punishment of Gehinnom,”  

 whereas the Chinuch reworks this as “in order for us to earn merit,” which in turn the 

author explains as making ourselves ever-better manifestations of goodness in order to 

justify Divine Goodness being extended to us. What is achieved by replacing an idea 

concerning “punishment” with one that stresses “Middot Tovot”? 

 

Practical applications of the source: 

 

1. By defining the role of the giver of Tzedaka as not only responsible for “upholding” the poor 

individual by providing him with what is “sufficient for his needs,” but that he in fact acts as 

a  “Shliach/Surrogate” of God in dispensing Divine Goodness, could  this affect the amount 

of Tzedaka that one is prepared to give? Explain why or why not.  

2. RaShI defines “upholding” the individual in a very particular manner: 

RaShI on VaYikra 25:35 d.h. VeHechezakta Bo 

Do not allow him to go down and fall, and then it will be so much more difficult to set 

him on his feet, but rather strengthen him from the time that he extends his hand (prior 

to his becoming completely indigent). To what can this be compared? To a burden that 

has been loaded on a donkey’s back. As long as it is still atop the donkey, (should it 

begin to waver) one person will be sufficient to hold onto it and steady it. However, 

should it fall to the ground, even five people will be insufficient to reload the animal. 

                                                           
…And by means of laws/limitations like these, we will acquire precious and purified souls, adorned by the 
sort of attributes that are worthy of having Goodness bestowed upon us, and in this way, we will make 
possible the fulfillment of the Divine Will, Which Desires to Bestow Goodness… 

4 See fn. 2. 
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In what way(s) have you reached out to people experiencing difficulty, not only when they 

are completely down on their luck, but when they are experiencing the first pangs of 

difficulty? 

 

  

  

 


