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Re’eh 5729 “Prohibited foods” http://www.nechama.org.il/cgi-

bin/pagePrintMode.pl?Id=401&Guidance=1  

  יד פרק דברים
ים( א) ִ֣ נ  ם בָּ ָ֖ק ַאת ֶּ֔ יֹקוָּ ֶ֑ם ַלַֽ א ֱאֹלקיכ  ִֹ֣ ְד֗דּו ל ְתֹגַֽ ימּו ת  ִׂ֧ ש  א־תָּ ַֹֽ ה ְול ָ֛ ְרחָּ ין קָּ ֵּ֥ ָ֖ם ב  יכ  ינ  ת ע  ַֽ מ   :לָּ
י( ב) ִ֣ ם כ  דֹוש   ַעַ֤ ה קָּ ָ֖ק ַאתֶָּּ֔ ר ּוְבָך   ֱאֹלקיָך ַליֹקוָּ ַחִ֣ ק בָּ ֹות ְיֹקוָּ֗ ְהיֵּ֥ ַֽ ם לֹו   ל  ה ְלַעִ֣ ֹכל   ְסֻגלֶָּּ֔ ים מ  ַעמ ֶּ֔ ַֽ ר הָּ ָ֖ ֵּ֥י ַעל־ ֲאש  ה ְפנ  ַֽ מָּ ֲאדָּ  ס: הָּ
א( ג) ֵֹּ֥ ה תֹאַכָ֖ל ל ַֽ בָּ ל־תֹוע   :כָּ
את( ד) ֵֹּ֥ ה ז ָ֖ מָּ ר ַהְבה  ִ֣ לּו ֲאש  ֶ֑ ֹור תֹאכ  ה שׁ֕ ֵּ֥ ים ש  ָ֖ ב  ה ְכשָּ ֵּ֥ ים ְוש  ַֽ ז   :ע 
ֵּ֥ל( ה) י ַאיָּ ָ֖ ּור ּוְצב  ֹו ְוַיְחמֶ֑ ן ְוַאקֵּ֥ יֹשָ֖ ֹו ְוד  ר ּוְתאֵּ֥ מ  ַֽ  :וָּזָּ
ה( ו) מָּ  ת ְוכָּל־ְבה  ס  ִ֣ ה ַמְפר  ַעת ַפְרסָּ֗ ַסע   ְוֹשַסַ֤ י ש   ִ֣ ֹות ְשת  סֶּ֔ ה ֲעַלֵּ֥תמַ  ְפרָּ ָ֖ רָּ ה ג  ֶ֑ מָּ ּה ַבְבה  ָ֖ לּו ֹאתָּ ַֽ  :תֹאכ 
ְך( ז) ה ַאִ֣ ת־ז   א א  ַֹ֤ אְכלּו   ל י תַֹֽ ִ֣ ֲעל  ַמַֽ ה מ  ֶּ֔ רָּ י ַהג  ֵּ֥ יס  ַמְפר  ה ּומ  ָ֖ ה ַהַפְרסָּ ֶ֑ ל ַהְשסּועָּ מָּ גָּ ת־ַהַ֠ ַֽ ת א  ב  ַאְרנ ֶ֨ ת־הָּ ן ְוא  פָָּ֜ ת־ַהשָּ ה ְוא  ִׂ֧ י־ַמֲעל  ַֽ  כ 

ה ִ֣ רָּ ה ג  מָּ ה   ה ֗ א ּוַפְרסָּ ִֹ֣ יסּו ל ֶּ֔ ְפר  ים ה  ֵּ֥ א  ם ְטמ  ָ֖ ם ה  ַֽ כ   :לָּ
יר( ח) ֲחז  ת־ַהַ֠ יס ְוא  ֶ֨ י־ַמְפר  ַֽ ה כ  ֵּ֥ א הּוא   ַפְרסָּ ִֹ֣ ה ְול ֶּ֔ רָּ א ג  ֵּ֥ מ  ּוא טָּ ֶ֑ם הָ֖ כ  ם   לָּ רָּ ְבשָּ א מ  ִֹ֣ לּו ל ם תֹאכ ֶּ֔ ָ֖ תָּ ְבלָּ א ּוְבנ  ֵֹּ֥ עּו ל ַֽ גָּ  ס: ת 
ה  ( ט) ת־ז  ּו א  אְכלֶּ֔ ַֹֽ ל ת ֹכָ֖ ר מ  ִ֣ ם ֲאש  י  ֶ֑ ל ַבמָּ ֹו ֹכִׂ֧ ר־לָ֛ ירְסנַ  ֲאש  ֵּ֥ ת פ  ש  ָ֖ לּו ְוַקְשק  ַֽ  :תֹאכ 
ל( י) ר ְוֹכֶ֨ ִׂ֧ ֹו ֲאש  ין־לָ֛ ַֽ יר א  ֵּ֥ ת ְסַנפ  ש  ָ֖ א ְוַקְשק  ִֹ֣ לּו ל ֶ֑ א תֹאכ  ֵּ֥ מ  ּוא טָּ ם הָ֖ ַֽ כ   ס: לָּ
ֹור( יא) פֵּ֥ ה כָּל־צ  ָ֖ לּו ְטֹהרָּ ַֽ  :תֹאכ 
ה( יב) ר ְוז ׁ֕ ֵּ֥ ּו ֲאש  א־תֹאְכלָ֖ ַֹֽ ם ל ֶ֑ ה  ר מ  ֵּ֥ש  ס ַהנ  ר  ָ֖ ה ְוַהפ  ַֽ יָּ ְזנ  עָּ ַֽ  :ְוהָּ
ה  ( יג) אָּ רָּ ה ְוהָּ ַאיֶָּּ֔ ִ֣ ת־הָּ ָ֖ה ְוא  ּה ְוַהַדיָּ ַֽ ינָּ  :ְלמ 
ת( יד) ֵּ֥ ב ְוא  ָ֖ ל־ֹער  ֹו כָּ ינַֽ  :ְלמ 
ת  ( טו) ת ְוא  ה ַבִ֣ ַיֲענֶָּּ֔ ס ַהַֽ ָ֖ ת־ַהַתְחמָּ ַחף ְוא  ֶ֑ ת־ַהשָּ ָ֖ץ ְוא  ת־ַהנ  הּו ְוא  ַֽ ינ   :ְלמ 
ֹוס( טז) ת־ַהכֵּ֥ ּוף א  ת־ַהַיְנשָ֖ ת ְוא  מ  ַֽ ְנשָּ  :ְוַהת 
ת( יז) ֵּ֥ אָּ ה ְוַהקָּ מָּ ָ֖ חָּ רָּ ת־הָּ ַֽ ְך ְוא  ַֽ לָּ ת־ַהשָּ  :ְוא 
ה( יח) ידֶָּּ֔ ֲחס  ה ְוַהִ֣ ָ֖ ֲאנָּפָּ ֶּ֑ה ְוהָּ ינָּ ת ְלמ  יַפָ֖ ף ְוַהדּוכ  ַֽ ֲעַטל   :ְוהָּ
ץ ְוֹכל  ( יט) ר  ִ֣ ֹוף ש  עֶּ֔ א הָּ ֵּ֥ מ  ּוא טָּ ֶ֑ם הָ֖ כ  א לָּ ָֹ֖ לּו ל ַֽ כ   :י אָּ
ֹוף( כ) ֹור כָּל־עֵּ֥ הָ֖ לּו טָּ ַֽ  :תֹאכ 
א( כא) ִֹ֣ ּו ל ה תֹאְכלִ֣ לָּ ב  ל־ְנַ֠ ר כָּ יָך ַלג ֶ֨ ָ֜ ר  ְשעָּ ר־ב  ִ֣נָּה ֲאש  ְתנ  ּה ת  לָּ֗ ֹו ַוֲאכָּ ֹכר   אַ֤ י מָּ ֶּ֔ י ְלנְָּכר  ִ֣ ם כ  דֹוש   ַעַ֤ ה קָּ ָ֖ק ַאתֶָּּ֔ א־ ֱאֹלקיָך ַליֹקוָּ ַֹֽ ל

ל ֵּ֥ י ְתַבש  ָ֖ ב ְגד  ֵּ֥ ֹו ַבֲחל  מַֽ  פ: א 

1 Ye are the children of the LORD your God: ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make any baldness between 
your eyes for the dead. 2 For thou art a holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen 
thee to be His own treasure out of all peoples that are upon the face of the earth. {S} 3 Thou shalt not 
eat any abominable thing. 4 These are the beasts which ye may eat: the ox, the sheep, and the goat, 5 
the hart, and the gazelle, and the roebuck, and the wild goat, and the pygarg, and the antelope, and the 
mountain-sheep. 6 And every beast that parteth the hoof, and hath the hoof wholly cloven in two, and 
cheweth the cud, among the beasts, that ye may eat. 7 Nevertheless these ye shall not eat of them that 
only chew the cud, or of them that only have the hoof cloven: the camel, and the hare, and the rock-
badger, because they chew the cud but part not the hoof, they are unclean unto you; 8 and the swine, 
because he parteth the hoof but cheweth not the cud, he is unclean unto you; of their flesh ye shall not 
eat, and their carcasses ye shall not touch. {S} 9 These ye may eat of all that are in the waters: 
whatsoever hath fins and scales may ye eat; 10 and whatsoever hath not fins and scales ye shall not eat; 
it is unclean unto you. {S} 11 Of all clean birds ye may eat. 12 But these are they of which ye shall not 
eat: the great vulture, and the bearded vulture, and the ospray; 13 and the glede, and the falcon, and 
the kite after its kinds; 14 and every raven after its kinds; 15 and the ostrich, and the night-hawk, and 
the sea-mew, and the hawk after its kinds; 16 the little owl, and the great owl, and the horned owl; 17 
and the pelican, and the carrion-vulture, and the cormorant; 18 and the stork, and the heron after its 
kinds, and the hoopoe, and the bat. 19 And all winged swarming things are unclean unto you; they shall 
not be eaten. 20 Of all clean winged things ye may eat. 21 Ye shall not eat of anything that dieth of itself; 
thou mayest give it unto the stranger that is within thy gates, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it 
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unto a foreigner; for thou art a holy people unto the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in its 
mother's milk. {P} 
 

Alef.  
  .א1

א( ג) ֵֹּ֥ ל ל ל־ תֹאַכָ֖ הכָּ ַֽ בָּ    Something reprehensible rather than evil    .:תֹוע 

 
ְך( ז) ה ַאִ֣ ת־ז   א א  ַֹ֤ אְכלּו   ל י תַֹֽ ִ֣ ֲעל  ַמַֽ ה מ  ֶּ֔ רָּ י ַהג  ֵּ֥ יס  ַמְפר  ה ּומ  ָ֖ ה ַהַפְרסָּ ֶ֑ ל ַהְשסּועָּ מָּ גָּ ת־ַהַ֠ ַֽ ת א  ב  ַאְרנ ֶ֨ ת־הָּ ת־ ְוא  ְוא 

ן פָָּ֜ ה ַהשָּ ִׂ֧ י־ַמֲעל  ַֽ ה כ  ִ֣ רָּ ה ג  מָּ ה   ה ֗ א ּוַפְרסָּ ִֹ֣ יסּו ל ֶּ֔ ְפר  ים ה  ֵּ֥ א  ם ְטמ  ָ֖ ם ה  ַֽ כ   :לָּ

יר( ח ֲחז  ת־ַהַ֠ יס ְוא  ֶ֨ י־ַמְפר  ַֽ ה כ  ֵּ֥ א הּוא   ַפְרסָּ ִֹ֣ ה ְול ֶּ֔ רָּ א ג  ֵּ֥ מ  ּוא טָּ ֶ֑ם הָ֖ כ  ם   לָּ רָּ ְבשָּ א מ  ִֹ֣ לּו ל ם תֹאכ ֶּ֔ ָ֖ תָּ ְבלָּ א ּוְבנ  ֵֹּ֥ עּו ל ַֽ גָּ  :ת 

ץ ְוֹכל  ( יט) ר  ִ֣ ֹוף ש  עֶּ֔ א הָּ ֵּ֥ מ  ּוא טָּ ֶ֑ם הָ֖ כ  א לָּ ָֹ֖ לּו ל ַֽ כ   :י אָּ

.They are not objectively off limits; just to you 

                                                                         

א( כא) ִֹ֣ ּו ל ה תֹאְכלִ֣ לָּ ב  ל־ְנַ֠ ר כָּ יָך ַלג ֶ֨ ָ֜ ר  ְשעָּ ר־ב  ִ֣נָּה ֲאש  ְתנ  ּה ת  לָּ֗ ֹו ַוֲאכָּ ֹכר   אַ֤ י מָּ ֶּ֔ י ְלנְָּכר  ִ֣ ם כ  דֹוש   ַעַ֤ ה קָּ ָ֖ק ַאתֶָּּ֔  ַליֹקוָּ

ל ֱאֹלקיָך ֵּ֥ א־ְתַבש  ַֹֽ י ל ָ֖ ב ְגד  ֵּ֥ ֹו ַבֲחל  מַֽ  :א 

If Neveila was evil, why would I be allowed o give or sell it to anyone? Our dietary 

restrictions are purely the result of the holiness that we have that derives from HaShem.  

(Additional verses that indicate that Tuma is not equivalent to evil: 

 Beraishit 4:7 

 7 “If thou doest well, shall it not be lifted up? And if thou doest not well, sin coucheth at 

the door; and unto thee is its desire, but thou mayest rule over it.” 

  —Choosing to sin, not Tuma, is what threatens man. 

 VaYikra 10:9-11 

 9 “Drink no wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the 

tent of meeting, that ye die not; it shall be a statute forever throughout your 

generations. 10 And that ye may put difference between the holy and the common, and 

between the unclean and the clean; 11 and that ye may teach the children of Israel all 

the statutes which the LORD hath spoken unto them by the hand of Moses.” 

--Distinguishing between holy and common, unclean and clean, permitted and   

prohibited, but not good and evil.  

 Ibid. 12:2 

 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying: “If a woman be delivered, and bear a man-

child, then she shall be unclean seven days; as in the days of the impurity of her sickness 

shall she be unclean.” 

  --Giving birth, a natural, celebrated moment, cannot be associated with evil.  

 Shemot 23:5  .ב 

 5 If thou see the donkey of him that hateth thee lying under its burden, thou shalt 

forbear to pass by him; thou shalt surely release it with him. 

  --Even a Tameh animal should not be allowed to suffer. 

 Since Yechezkel Kaufman1 believes that the designation of “Tameh” is not intrinsic to the  .ג  

animal, but rather a reflection of a certain status (as opposed to the restrictions that 

                                                           
1 Yehezkel Kaufmann (Hebrew: יחזקאל קויפמן; also: Yeḥezqêl Qâufman; Yeḥezḳel Ḳoyfman; Jehezqël Kaufmann) 
(1889 – 9 October 1963) was an Israeli philosopher and Biblical scholar associated with Hebrew University. 
Kaufmann was born in Ukraine. His Talmudic knowledge was acquired at the yeshiva of Rabbi Chaim Tchernowitz 
(Rav Tzair) in Odessa and in Petrograd, and his philosophical and Biblical training were at the University of Berne. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli_Jews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosopher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_scholar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmudic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yeshiva
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chaim_Tchernowitz&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odessa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petrograd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Berne
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other religions impose upon certain animals) therefore, and particularly since Kashrut is 

placed under the rubric of Chukim, i.e., Commandments whose reasons are obscure at 

best, therefore it is fitting that quotation marks be placed around the word “Tameh”.   

 R. Yitzchak Arama’s2 arguments against the claim that Jewish dietary laws are related to .א2

health considerations are:  

a.    The Tora has to be more than just another minor book containing health and medical 

advice.  

 b.    Instead of prohibiting foods, there are ways to add substances to them in order to 

 mitigate any deleterious affects that some of the food’s natural qualities might contain. 

 c.    Non-Jews who obviously don’t abide by Jewish dietary restrictions appear to be quite 

 healthy, as opposed to adversely affected by their diets.  

  According to ShaDaL’s second explanation, there isn’t even a threat posed to one’s soul by .ב    

specific prohibited foods. Rather the dietary laws are means by which a Jew should 

accustom himself to self-discipline and even asceticism when it comes to deciding what he 

should consume, with desire for food representing other types of lusts and passions that 

well up within an individual. 

Beit.  

1.      

  יא פסוק יד פרק דברים חכמים שפתי
  "השחוטה". לאסור תאכלו" לא "אשר וזה "המשולחת". לרבות הוא, ריבוי ”כל“ פירוש ג

 טמא העוף שרץ )דברים יד:יט( "וכל בסופו, כתיב דהא הוא, יתור תאכלו" לא אשר ד"וזה כן דדריש נראה

  דמצורע. השחוטה לאסור אלא יאכלו", לא לכם הוא

  להיתר. והשחוטה לאיסור, דמשולחת --אנא ואיפוך פריך: ובגמרא

 . ויאכלנה כשיקחנה עון למכשול שתהא לתקלה "שלח" תורה אמרה לא ומשני:

  "המשולחת"? לרבות צפור" ד"כל רבויא לי למה הכי, אי תאמר ואם ם"הרא והקשה

 :נז.( דף) קידושין בהדיא שם י"רש כתב וכן הוא, בעלמא אסמכתא לומר ויש
Kiddushin 57a 

The text (above stated): “Of all clean birds ye may eat”: this includes the bird that is set 

 free.  

“But these are they which ye shall not eat”: that includes the slaughtered bird.  

But may I not reverse it? — 

                                                           
He completed his doctorate on "the principle of sufficient reason" in 1918, and had it published in 1920 in Berlin. 
He began teaching in Palestine in 1928, and became Professor of Bible at Hebrew University in 1949… 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yehezkel_Kaufmann  
2 Isaac ben Moses Arama (c. 1420 – 1494) was a Spanish rabbi and author. He was at first principal of a rabbinical 
academy at Zamora (probably his birthplace); then he received a call as rabbi and preacher from the community at 
Tarragona, and later from that of Fraga in Aragon. He officiated finally in Calatayud as rabbi and head of the 
Talmudical academy. Upon the expulsion of the Jews in 1492, Arama settled in Naples, where he died in 1494. 
Arama is the author of Aḳedat YiẓḦaḳ (Binding of Isaac), a lengthy philosophical commentary on the Pentateuch, 
homiletic in style. From this work he is frequently spoken of as the "Ba'al 'Aḳedah" (author of the Aḳedah). He also 
wrote a commentary upon the Five Scrolls, and a work called Ḥazut Ḳashah (A Difficult Vision), upon the relation of 
philosophy to theology; also Yad Abshalom (The Hand of Absalom), a commentary on Proverbs, written in memory 
of his son-in-law, Absalom, who died shortly after his marriage… 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_ben_Moses_Arama  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tarragona
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Proverbs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_ben_Moses_Arama
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Said R. Yochanan on the authority of R. Shimon b. Yochai: We do not find live creatures 
 (permanently) forbidden. 
R. Shmuel son of R. Yitzchak demurred: Do we not? But what of a designated animal and 

 a worshipped  animal, which though living creatures, are yet forbidden? 

— They are forbidden only in respect of the Most High, but are indeed permitted for 

 ordinary use. 
R. Yirmiya demurred: But animals, active or passive participants in bestiality attested by 
 witnesses, are  living creatures and yet forbidden? 
But, said R. Yochanan,  we do not find as a rule live creatures that are (permanently) 
 forbidden. 
 

   .א2
 ויקרא פרק יד 

ֹזַֽ  ַעת ְוא  י תֹוַלָ֖ ֵּ֥ ז ּוְשנ  ר  ץ א ֶּ֔ ִ֣ ֹות ְוע  ֹות ְטֹהרֶ֑ ים ַחיָ֖ ֵּ֥ ר  פֳּ י־צ  ַֽ ר ְשת  ָ֛ ַטה  ח ַלמ  ַקִׂ֧ ן ְולָּ ּוָּה  ַהֹכה ֶּ֔  ב:)ד( ְוצ 
ם  י  ש ַעל־ַמֵּ֥ ר  ָ֖ י־ח  ל־ְכל  ת א  ֶ֑ חָּ א  ֹור הָּ פִ֣ ת־ַהצ  ט א  ַחָ֖ ן ְושָּ ּוָּה  ַהֹכה ֶּ֔ ים:)ה( ְוצ  ַֽ  ַחי 

ם  ל אֹותָָּ֜ ַבֶ֨ ב ְוטָּ ֹזֶ֑ א  ת־הָּ ַעת ְוא  י ַהתֹוַלָ֖ ֵּ֥ ת־ְשנ  ז ְוא  ר  ָ֛ א  ץ הָּ ֵּ֥ ת־ע  ּה ְוא  ח ֹאתֶָּּ֔ ַקִ֣ ַחיָּה  י  ר ַהַֽ ֹפַ֤ ת־ַהצ  ה )ו( א  ַחיָּ֗ ר ַהַֽ ֹפִ֣ ת׀ ַהצ  ִ֣ ְוא 
ים:  ַֽ ַחי  ם ַהַֽ י  ל ַהַמֵּ֥ ה ַעָ֖ ר ַהְשֻחטֶָּּ֔ ֹפִ֣  ְבַדם  ַהצ 

ל  ה ַעִׂ֧ זָּ֗ ה:)ז( ְוה  ַֽ ד  ֵּ֥י ַהשָּ ָ֖ה ַעל־ְפנ  ַחיָּ ר ַהַֽ ֹפֵּ֥ ת־ַהצ  ח א  ַלָ֛ ֹו ְוש  ֲהרֶּ֔ ִ֣ ים ְוט  ֶ֑ מ  ַבע ְפעָּ ִ֣ ַעת ש  ַרָ֖ ן־ַהצָּ ר מ  ָ֛ ַטה   ַהמ 
The slaughtered bird would appear to have the status of a Korban, and therefore should not 
be subject to private consumption. 

 .ב 
  יב פסוק יד פרק דברים ריהא גור
 דזה, השחוטה את ולהתיר המשולחת לאסור, איפכא דילמא להקשות ואין'. וכו השחוטה את לאסור( יב)

 אי ומיהא. אדם בני בה נכשלין שיהיו, לתקלה( ז, יד ויקרא" )שלח" התורה אמרה שלא דמסתברא, אינו
, השחוטה לציפור אותה מקשינן דהוי, מכשרינן לא סברא הך מכח", טהורה צפור כל( "יא פסוק) קרא לאו
 :אסורים - שניהם הך שהוקשו כיון, לתקלה שמשלח גב על אף אמרינן והוי

Gimel.  
1.    Since v. 11 already states that one has to eat only Tahor birds, v. 20 would be 

superfluous, unless one interprets it as a negative Commandment, i.e., not to eat 
non-Tahor birds.  

2.    Both in the case of non-Tahor birds and non-Tahor animals, one who eats them 
transgresses both a positive and negative Commandment. The positive 
Commandments are to respectively transgress not having eaten Tahor birds and 
animals when one eats Tameh birds and animals.  

3.    The first instances in v. 4 and 11 are necessary for themselves, i.e., to establish that 
when animals and birds are to be consumed, only Tahor ones are eaten. The 
second instance of each, v. 6 and 20 are superfluous and therefore can be reversed 
to satisfy the principle of Lav HaBa Michlal Aseh, Aseh.  

4.    The idea that one is not to charge interest to one’s brother is so important, that it 
was not left for the reader to draw the inference from the statement allowing one 
to charge interest to a non-Jew, but it was stated  

It is possible that in response to the question of Mishmeret explicitly in its own phrase.  
Daled.  

The question of Mishmeret HaKodesh3 as to why RaShI did not make the same comment 
concerning the Semichut between Ma’aser and Lo Tevashel Gedi with regard to Bikurim where 

                                                           
  1640)-(1727גיברלטר-ר' חסדאי אלמושנינו )משמרת הקודש(, תיטואן3 
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there is a similar Semichut, is because Bikurim are brought not only from grain, but also from 
fruits of a tree, as is indicated by the verse of the Shivat HaMinim: (Devarim 8:8) “a land of 
wheat and barley, and vines and fig-trees and pomegranates; a land of olive-trees and (date) 
honey”. Whereas grain is configured with kernels within husks, thereby paralleling a young 
animal within the womb of its mother, the same cannot be said about fruit from a tree.  
Therefore since the analogy cannot apply to all elements of Bikurim, perhaps RaShI omitted it, 
as opposed to Ma’aser that according to the Tora, applies to grain specifically.  
 
With respect to Maskil LeDavid’s4 question, why RaShI might have felt compelled to interpret 
this instance of Semuchin, perhaps it is due to the superfluity of Lo Tevashel Gedi. Since it had 
already been stated in Shemot 23:19 and 34:26, to state the same Mitzva again in Sefer 
Devarim must be understood to have some additional significance that does not readily meet 
the eye.  

  

                                                           

 .בנו ר' יצחק היה הרב הראשי הראשון של גיברלטר .שימש כדיין בעיר תיטואן שבמרוקו ואח"כ העתיק מושבו לגיברלטר

( http://www.nechama.org.il/commentators/20.html) 

  1718)-(1792ירושלים-סרייבו-ר' דוד פארדו )משכיל לדוד(, ונציה4 
  .פרשן ומשורר איטלקי, מחבר "משכיל לדוד" על פירוש רש"י

בירושלים ונתמנה לעמוד  קבע מושבו .1872 כיהן כאב"ד בעיר סאראיי באיטליה במשך כעשור עד עלותו לארץ ישראל בשנת

 .החיד"א א לאישה את בתו שלבנו אברהם נש."בראש ישיבת "חסד לאברהם
(http://www.nechama.org.il/commentators/112.html ) 

 

http://www.nechama.org.il/commentators/20.html
http://www.nechama.org.il/commentators/20.html
http://www.nechama.org.il/commentators/9.html
http://www.nechama.org.il/commentators/9.html
http://www.nechama.org.il/commentators/112.html
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Additional material: 

…In Zoroastrian tradition, the "chaotic" is represented by Angra Mainyu (also referred to as "Ahriman"), 

the "Destructive Principle", while the benevolent is represented through Ahura Mazda's Spenta Mainyu, 

the instrument or "Bounteous Principle" of the act of creation. It is through Spenta Mainyu that 

transcendental Ahura Mazda is immanent in humankind, and through which the Creator interacts with 

the world. According to Zoroastrian cosmology, in articulating the Ahuna Vairya formula, Ahura Mazda 

made His ultimate triumph evident to Angra Mainyu. As expressions and aspects of Creation, Ahura 

Mazda emanated the Amesha Spentas ("Bounteous Immortals"), that are each the hypostasis and 

representative of one aspect of that Creation. These Amesha Spenta are in turn assisted by a league of 

lesser principles, the Yazatas, each "Worthy of Worship" and each again a hypostasis of a moral or 

physical aspect of creation… https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoroastrianism  

 

Henri 'Hans' Frankfort (February 24, 1897 – July 16, 1954) was a Dutch Egyptologist, archaeologist and 
orientalist. 
Born in Amsterdam, Frankfort studied history at the University of Amsterdam and then moved to 
London, where in 1924, he took an MA under Sir Flinders Petrie at the University College. In 1927 he 
gained a Ph.D. from the University of Leiden. He married Henriette Antonia Groenewegen and later 
Enriqueta Harris. Between 1925 and 1929 Frankfort was the director of the excavations of the Egypt 
Exploration Society (EES) of London at El-Amarna, Abydos and Armant. In 1929 he was invited by Henry 
Breasted to become Field Director of the Oriental Institute (OI) of Chicago expedition to Iraq. In 1931 he 
became correspondent of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences, he resigned in late 
1944. He became foreign member in 1950. In 1937 Frankfort and Emil Kraeling identified a woman on 
the Burney Relief (c 1700BCE) as Lilith of later Jewish mythology, though this identification is now 
generally rejected. In 1939 he published what Gary Beckman considers to be perhaps his most 
influential scholarly achievement "Review of Cylinder Seals: A Documentary Essay on Ihe Art and Religion 
of the Ancient Near East". In a collaborative work with his wife, John A. Wilson and Thorkild Jacobsen he 
published "The Intellectual Adventure of Ancient Man" in 1946, an influential work on the nature of 
myth and reality. Frankfort published Kingship and the Gods in 1948, "a classic work" in the opinion of 
John Baines. In 1948 he became director of the Warburg Institute in London. Along with EA Wallis 
Budge, he was revolutionary for his time for suggesting that Egyptian civilization, culturally, religiously, 
and ethnically arose from an African, instead of an Asian base. He wrote 15 books and monographs and 
about 73 articles for journals about ancient Egypt, archaeology and cultural anthropology, especially on 
the religious systems of the Ancient Near East. Erik Hornung in his influential work "Conceptions of God 
in Ancient Egypt, The One and the Many" acknowledged his debt to previous work done by Henri 
Frankfort.  He died in London… https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henri_Frankfort    
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