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Relations with the Non-Orthodox Unit 15a 

Talmud Mutual responsibility among the members of the Jewish people  

  בלט עמוד —ב עמוד לח דף שבועות מסכת בבלי תלמוד
 , נאמרה בלשונה היא אף 1הדיינין שבועת: ר"ת

  2:לו אומרים         
 ,יודע "הוי

 אלקיך' ה שם את תשא 'לא)שמות כ:ז(  בסיני, הוא ברוך הקדוש שאמר בשעה נזדעזע כולו העולם שכל( 1

 . לשוא' 

 . ינקה' 'לא)שם(  נאמר וכאן, 'ונקה')שם לד:ז(  בהן נאמר שבתורה עבירות וכל( 2        

 , וממשפחתו ממנו וכאן, ממנו נפרעין שבתורה עבירות וכל( 3        

 , בשרך' את לחטיא פיך את תתן 'אל)קהלת ה:ה( : שנאמר 

 , קרובו אלא בשרו ואין  

 . תתעלם' לא 'ומבשרך)ישעי' נח:ז( : שנאמר   

 , כולו העולם ומכל ממנו וכאן, ממנו נפרעין שבתורה עבירות וכל( 4       

 ...וכחש' 'אלהג( -)הושע ד:ב: שנאמר 

   

  --כולו" העולם ומכל ממנו וכאן, ממנו נפרעין שבתורה עבירות "וכל( 4 

 ? לא העולם מכל שבתורה עבירות וכל 

 , אחיו בעון איש - באחיו" איש "וכשלו)ויקרא כו:לז( : והכתיב  

  !בזה זה ערבים ישראל שכל מלמד   
 .מיחו ולא למחות בידם שיש התם 

 

Shevuot 38b-39b 

Our Sages taught:  

                                                           
1 An oath administered to one of the litigants within the context of a trial when the claim of the litigant is 
considered suspicious. Typically God’s Name is included in such an oath, raising the specter of the transgression of 
taking God’s Name in vein. The intention is that such a requirement should function as a “lie detector”, with 
someone who is not telling the truth admitting his indiscretion for fear of violating such a grave injunction. 
2The practice of judges giving a prelude which includes the invocation of biblical texts before an individual embarks 
upon a course of action that could place him in spiritual jeopardy, parallels what is said to witnesses prior to their 
testifying in a capital trial: 

Sanhedrin 37a-b 
Mishna. How were the witnesses inspired with awe? Witnesses in capital charges were brought in and 
intimidated (thus): “Perhaps what you say is based only on conjecture, or hearsay, or is evidence from the 
mouth of another witness, or even from the mouth of a trustworthy person? Perhaps you are unaware 
that ultimately we shall scrutinize your evidence by cross-examination and inquiry? Know then that 
capital cases are not like monetary cases. In civil suits one can make monetary restitution and thereby 
effect his atonement; but in capital cases he is held responsible for his blood (the accused) and the blood 
of his potential descendants until the end of time (!), for thus we find in the case of Kayin, who killed his 
brother, that it is written, (Beraishit 4:10) ‘The bloods (Demai) of thy brother cry unto Me’—not the blood 
of thy brother, but the bloods of thy brother, is said, i.e., his blood and the blood of his potential 
descendants… For this reason, was man Created alone, to teach you that whosoever destroys a single soul 
of Israel (there is a controversy regarding whether this particularistic qualifier was not added to an original  
more universal statement without it) Scripture imputes guilt to him as if he has destroyed a complete 
world… 
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 (As to) the oath of the judges3 — it also may be said in any language.  
 They say to him:4  
  1) “Know that the whole world trembled at the time when the Holy One, blessed  
   Be He, said at Sinai: (Shemot 20:7) ‘Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord  
   thy God in vain.’ 
  2) And with reference to all transgressions in the Tora it is said, (Ibid. 34:7) ‘…Holding  
   guiltless…’ but here (with respect to taking God’s Name in vein) it is said, (Ibid.)  
   ‘…Will not hold him guiltless’. 
  3) And for all the transgressions in the Tora he (the sinner) alone is punished, but here  
   he and his family; for it is said: (Kohelet 5:5) ‘Suffer not thy mouth to bring thy  
   flesh into guilt’, and ‘flesh’ means ‘near relative’, as it is said: (Yeshayahu 58:7)  
   ‘And from thine own flesh thou shalt not hide thyself’.  
  4) And for all the transgressions in the Tora he alone is punished, but here he and all the 
   world; for it is said: (Hoshea 4:2-3) “Swearing and lying.... therefore doth the  
   land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein doth languish’… 
 
4) “For all transgressions in the Torah he alone is punished, but here he and the whole world.” — 
 And for all transgressions of the Tora is not the whole “world” (at least the Jewish people)  
  punished?  
 Lo, it is written, (VaYikra 26:37) “And they shall stumble one upon another”-- 
  one because of the iniquity of the other;  
  this teaches us that all Israel are sureties one for another! 
 There (they are punished) (in other cases of transgression), because it was in their power to  
  prevent (the sin), and they did not prevent it (as opposed to the instance of a violation  
  of taking God’s Name in vein that will result in collective punishment regardless of  
  whether it was possible to have prevented the infraction). 

 

 Questions for thought and discussion:  

 1.   The Talmud places taking a false oath in a courtroom in a separate, more severe category 

compared to all other transgressions. What might a rationale be for such an assertion?  

2.    The caveat at the end of the passage in Shevuot draws a distinction between those sins that 

others are in a position to block, as opposed to those that others can do nothing about. How 

is it to be determined whether one can or can’t do something about an impending sin 

perpetrated by another? 

3.    This Gemora applies the principle of Kol Yisrael Areivim Zeh BaZeh within the context of sin. 

Could we also be intertwined with respect to positive things like Mitzva performance and 

Chesed as well?      

 

Practical applications of the source: 

 1.    Do you feel responsible for your fellow Jew? All fellow Jews? If only some, which ones? Can  

        you justify your position in light of the Gemora above?  

 2.    The technical meaning of “guarantor” is:  

                                                           
3 See fn. 1. 
4 See fn. 2. 
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  A person who guarantees to pay for someone else's debt if he or she should default on a 
  loan obligation. A guarantor acts as a co-signor of sorts, in that they pledge their own  
  assets or services if a situation arises in which the original debtor cannot perform their  
  obligations.  http://www.investopedia.com/terms/g/guarantor.asp  

 Assuming that the term is not simply borrowed loosely and figuratively, but has some real 

 connection to the theme that the Gemora above discusses, what is suggested by such a word?  
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