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Relations with the Non-Orthodox Unit 25 

NaCh The value of Jewish unity. 

  קכב פרק תהלים
ִַ֥ם( ג) ל    ָ֑ה ְירּושָׁ ְבנּויָׁ יר ה  ע ִ֗ ּה ְכְּ֝ ה־לָׁ  ֻחְברָׁ ו שֶׁ ָּֽ  :י ְחדָׁ

 

 1 עזרא אבן

 :הפחד בעת מסביב בנותיה כל אליה שהתחברו למדינה 2רגלים בשלש דומה היתה - ירושלם( ג)
 

   3ק"רד
 היתה כמה, בתוכה השכינה והיתה ירושלים בנויה כשהיתה: הגלות בני אומרים. הבנויה ירושלים( ג)

ה, כמוה עיר תמצא ואנא, מהוללה ֻחְברָׁ  כמו עיר ראה מי 4,בשנה פעמים שלש, יחדיו, ישראל עדת, לה שֶׁ

 :העיר אותה
 

 5דודמצודת 

                                                           
1 Rabbi Abraham Ben Meir Ibn Ezra (Hebrew: אברהם אבן עזרא or ראב"ע, Arabic ابن عزرا; also known as Abenezra) 

(1089–1167) was born at Tudela, Navarre (now in Spain) in 1089, and died c. 1167, apparently in Calahorra. He was 
one of the most distinguished Jewish men of letters and writers of the Middle Ages. Ibn Ezra excelled in 
philosophy, astronomy/astrology, mathematics, poetry, linguistics, and exegesis; he was called The Wise, The 
Great and The Admirable Doctor. He was born at Tudela, (in the present-day province of Navarre) when the town 
was under the Muslim rule of the emirs of Zaragoza. Later he lived in Córdoba. In Granada, it is said, he met his 
future friend (and perhaps his father-in-law) Yehuda Halevi. He left Spain before 1140 to escape persecution of the 
Jews by the new fanatical regime of the Almohads. He led a life of restless wandering, which took him to North 
Africa, Egypt (in 1109, maybe in the company of Yehuda Halevi), the Land of Israel, Italy (Rome in 1140–1143, 
Lucca, Mantua, Verona), Southern France (Narbonne, Béziers), Northern France (Rouen), England (London, and 
Oxford in 1158), and back again to Narbonne in 1161, until his death on January 23 or 28, 1167, the exact location 
unknown: maybe at Calahorra at the border of Navarre and Aragon, or maybe in Rome or in the Holy Land. There 
is a legend that he died in England from a fever and a sickness that came upon him after an encounter with a pack 
of wild black dogs. This legend is attached to the belief that he denied the existence of demons… 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_ibn_Ezra   
2 A reference to Pesach, Shavuot, Sukkot, when there was a Mitzva for at least every male to travel to 
Yerushalayim to offer sacrifices and partake in the general atmosphere of the Chag. See Shemot 23:17. 
3 David Kimhi (Hebrew: דוד קמחי, also Kimchi or Qimḥi) (1160–1235), also known by the Hebrew acronym as the 
RaDaK ( קרד" ), was a medieval rabbi, biblical commentator, philosopher, and grammarian. Kimhi was born in 
Narbonne, Provence, the youngest son of Rabbi Joseph Kimhi and the brother of Rabbi Moses Kimhi, both biblical 
commentators and grammarians. His father died while David was still as a child, and Kimhi was raised by his 
brother Moses. Later, he supported himself by teaching Talmud to the young. He was well versed in the whole 
range of Hebrew literature, and became the most illustrious representative of his name. Works of the Kimhi family 
were underwritten by the Ibn Yahya family of Lisbon, Portugal… https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Kimhi  
4 See fn. 2.  

 דוד אלטשולר5 
. מחכמי היהדות באירופה יהדות פוליןמ תנ"ך(( מגדולי פרשני ה1769) תק"ל -( 1687) תמ"ז)רד"א( ) רבי דוד אלטשולר

נולד לרב אריה לייב אלטשולר. הוא נדד מספרד ופורטוגל  "מצודת דוד" ו"מצודת ציון". - המצודותידוע במיוחד בזכות פירושיו 
עיר קטנה בפולין, בגליציה המערבית. לאחר פטירתו, בנו ר' יחיאל,  ,(Jaworów) יבוריב לארצות אשכנז, והיה הרב של

 ...השלים את פירושו לתנ"ך, והדפיסו
D7%90%D7%9C%D7%98%D7%A9%D7%95https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%93%D7%95%D7%93_%

%D7%9C%D7%A8   
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 לכללה הבונים כל יחדיו לה חוברה אשר כעיר פאר מיני בכל בנויה היא אשר ירושלים זאת - ירושלים( ג)

 :ויופי פאר מיני בכל

 

   6ם"מלבי
 הגוף של הפרטים האברים יתחברו ובעבורה שאליה, יחדו לה שחברה כעיר הבנויה היא ירושלים( ג)

 :אחד גוף להיות יחדיו הכולל
Tehillim 122:3 

Jerusalem, that art builded as a city that is compact together. 

 

 Ibn Ezra7 s.v. Yerushalayim 

On the three pilgrimage festivals8  it (Yerushalayim) resembled a state in which gathered all of 

its “daughters” from all around at a time of fear/danger.  

 

 RaDaK9 s.v. Yerushalayim HaBenuya 

Those residing in the Diaspora would say: “When Yerushalayim was built up, and the Divine 

Presence Resided within it, how special it was! And where can a city be found like it in which the 

congregation of Israel is united together three times per year?10 Who has seen a city like this 

city?” 

 

 Metzudat David11 s.v. Yerushalayim 

This is Yerushalayim which is built with all types of beautiful features, like a city where all of its 

builders were united to include within it all sorts of splendor and beauty. 

 

 MaLBIM12  

 …That towards it and for its sake the individual “limbs of the body” unite together to become a 

 “single body”. 

 

Questions for thought and discussion:  

1.   How many different approaches to the terminology in the verse is reflected in the 

commentaries cited? What are the specific understandings that are applied to the verse?  

2.    Ibn Ezra mentions “a time of fear/danger”. Is this relevant to the experience of the Regalim? 

See e.g., Mishna Rosh HaShana 1:1.  

3.    How is Ibn Ezra’s image a reflection of what took place during feudal times? Do we have a 

contemporary analogue? 

                                                           
6 Meïr Leibush ben Yehiel Michel Wisser (Russian: Меир-Лейбуш бен Йехиэл-Михл) (March 7, 1809 – 
September 18, 1879), better known by the acronym Malbim (Hebrew: "םמלבי ), was a rabbi, master of Hebrew 
grammar, and Bible commentator. The name "Malbim" is derived from the Hebrew initials of his name, and 
became his nickname by frequent usage… https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malbim   
7 See fn. 1.  
8  
9 See fn. 2 
10 See fn. 5.  
11 See fn. 3. 
12 See fn. 4. 
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4.    Could the romanticism suggested by RaDaK be counter-productive, in the sense that this 

might have been true at one time, but never again? Discuss. See Ezra 3:12-3 where it is 

recorded that returnees from the Babylonian exile, who remembered the First Temple, cried 

when they saw its replacement, although there are many descriptions of the Second Temple 

that it surpassed the first in beauty. 

5.    How does Metzudat David provide a basis for zoning restrictions for cities and 

neighborhoods that would provide for there to be a certain unified appearance throughout 

the area in terms of sizes of homes, building materials, gardening requirements, etc.  

6.    The ideal that MaLBIM presents suggests that everyone in all sorts of respects should be “on 

the same page.” Can you imagine that such was ever the case, even in terms of 

Yerushalayim? If not, then what does the Psalmist have in mind in this verse, according to 

MaLBIM? 

 

Practical applications of the sources: 

1.    There is obviously a tension between individuals and groups being empowered to act in 

accordance with their own lights, and a concern for the overall fabric of the society. How 

might a middle ground be struck not only with respect to civic policy, but also 

interdenominational issues within Judaism, or other religions, for that matter?  

 


