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Unit 5 Marriage 
Halachic Codes The purposes of marriage. 
 

 אבן העזר הלכות פריה ורביה סימן א  1טור
 

  ,יתברך שמו של הקדוש ברוך הוא
 
 שהוא חפץ בטוב בריותיו ( 1
 

 שידע שאין טוב לאדם להיות לבדו 

 

  2ועל כן עשה לו עזר כנגדו

 
  .רבותועוד כי כוונת הבריאה באדם כדי לפרות ול( 2
 
 
 

 וזה אי אפשר בלא העזר 
 

 3.ועל כן צוהו לדבק בעזר שעשה לו
 
 
 

   ...לכך חייב כל אדם לישא אשה כדי לפרות ולרבות

Tur,4 Even HaEzer, Hilchot Pirya VeRivya, #1 

 
Blessed is the Name of the Holy One, Blessed Be He,  
 
1) Who Desires the best for His Creatures.  
 
For He Knew that it was “not good” for man to remain 

alone,  
 And thus Made for him a “fitting helper.”5  

 

2) Moreover, since an objective of human creation is 

reproduction,  

 

Which is impossible without the “helper,” 

 
Therefore God Commanded that man cleave to the 

“helper” which He had Created.6 
 

Therefore every man must marry in order to reproduce. 

                                                 
1 Arba'ah Turim (Hebrew: ַאְרַבָעה טּוִרים), often called simply the Tur, is an important Halakhic code, composed by 
Yaakov ben Asher (Cologne, 1270 – Toledo, Spain c. 1340, also referred to as "Ba'al ha-Turim", "Author of the 
Tur"). The four-part structure of the Tur (including Even HaEzer, discussing marital matters) and its division into 
chapters (simanim) were adopted by the later code Shulchan Aruch… https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arba'ah_Turim  
2 A paraphrase of Beraishit 2:18 

And the LORD God Said: “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will Make him a help-meet for 
him.” 

3 A paraphrase of Ibid. 24 
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be 
one flesh. 

4 See fn. 1. 
5 See fn. 2. 
6 See fn. 3. 
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 אבן העזר הלכות פריה ורביה סימן א סעיף א 7שולחן ערוך
 

 חייב כל אדם לישא אשה כדי לפרות ולרבות. 
 
 

כאלו שופך דמים, וממעט את  ,וכל מי שאינו עוסק בפריה ורביה
 הדמות, וגורם לשכינה שתסתלק מישראל. 

 
 
 

  8:הגה
 
 

Shulchan Aruch,12 Even HaEzer, Hilchot Pirya VeRivya 1:1 
 
Every man is obligated to marry a woman in order to 
reproduce. 
 
And everyone who does not engage in the act of 
reproduction, it is as if he has spilled blood, diminished 
the Likeness (of God) and causes the Divine Presence to 
be removed from Israel.  
 
The emendation (of R. Moshe Isserles):13 
 

                                                 
7 The Shulchan Aruch (Hebrew: ְלָחן ָערּוך  literally: "Set Table") also known by various Jewish ,[ʃulˈħan ʕaˈʁuχ] שֻׁ
communities but not all as "the Code of Jewish Law." There are various legal codes in Judaism but the Shulchan 
Aruch is the most widely consulted. It was authored in Safed, Israel, by Yosef Karo in 1563 and published in Venice 
two years later. Together with its commentaries, it is the most widely accepted compilation of Jewish law ever 
written. The halachic rulings in the Shulchan Aruch generally follow Sephardic law and customs whereas Ashkenazi 
Jews will generally follow the halachic rulings of Moses Isserles whose glosses to the Shulchan Aruch note where 
the Sephardic and Ashkenazic customs differ. These glosses (introducted by the word “Hagah”) are widely referred 
to as the mappah (literally: the "tablecloth") to the Shulchan Aruch's "Set Table". Almost all published editions of 
the Shulchan Aruch include this gloss, and the term "Shulchan Aruch" has come to denote both Karo's work as well 
as Isserlis', with Karo usually referred to as "the mechaber" ("author") and Isserles as "the Rema"… 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shulchan_Aruch  
8  Moses Isserles (Polish: Mojżesz ben Israel Isserles; February 22, 1520 – May 11, 1572[1]), was an eminent Polish 
Ashkenazic rabbi, talmudist, and posek, renowned for his fundamental work of Halakha (Jewish law), entitled ha-
Mapah (lit., "the tablecloth"), an inline commentary on the Shulchan Aruch (lit. "the set table"), upon which his 
"great reputation as a halakist and codifier rests chiefly."[2] He is also well known for his Darkhei Moshe 
commentary on the Tur. Isserles is also referred to as the Rema, (or Remo, Ramu, Rama) (רמ״א), the Hebrew 
acronym for Rabbi Moses Isserles… https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses_Isserles  
12 See fn. 7. 
13 See fn. 8. 
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 9שרוי בלא ברכה, בלא תורה כו'  ,וכל מי שאין לו אשה
 
 

  10.”אדם“קרא ולא נ
 

 עונותיו מתפקפקים,  ,וכיון שנשא אשה
מצא אשה מצא טוב ויפק רצון " )משלי יח, כב(שנאמר: 

 11"מאת ה'.

And whomever is unmarried, dwells without blessing, 
without Tora, etc. 14 
 
And is not called “Adam” (a person).15  
 
And when he marries, his sins are “Doubted” by God,  

As it is written, (Mishlei 18:22) “One who has found a 
wife has found goodness, and has received the 
desirous doubt of God.”16 

  
Questions for thought and discussion: 

1.    Looking at the respective presentations of first the Tur and then the Shulchan Aruch, what 
could be concluded about the goals for their respective compendiums, and perhaps by 
extension, the perspectives of R. Yaakov Ba’al HaTurim, R. Yosef Karo and R. Moshe Isserles? 

                                                 
9 A reference to Yevamot 62b: 

R. Tanchum stated in the name of R. Chanilai:  
“Any man who has no wife, lives without joy, without blessing, and without goodness.  
 'Without joy'. for it is written, (Devarim 14:26) ‘And thou shalt rejoice, thou and thy house.’ 
 'Without blessing', for it is written, (Yechezekl 44:30) ‘To cause a blessing to rest on thy   
  house.’  
 'Without goodness', for it is written, (Beraishit 2:18) ‘It is not good that the man should be  
  alone.’”  
In the West (a reference to the land of Israel, where there were Rabbinic traditions independent of those 
 in Bavel)  it was stated:   
 “Without Tora  and without a (protecting) wall.  
  'Without Torah', for it is written. (Iyov 6:13) ‘Is it that I have no help  in me, and that  
   sound wisdom is driven quite from me.’   
   'Without a (protecting) wall', for it is written, (Yirmiyahu 31:22) ‘A woman shall  
   encompass a man.’”   
Raba b. Ulla said:  
 “Without peace, for it is written, (Iyov 5:24) ‘And thou shalt know that thy tent is in peace; and  
  thou shalt visit thy habitation and shalt miss nothing.’”   

10 If a human being is to live up to Divine Expectations for him that are delineated in Beraishit 1-2, and if God has 
Created a system whereby man is intended to be married, then any individual not engaging in this practice and 
living in such a state of matrimony has not fulfilled the destiny that God Describes for him in the Tora. 
11 RaMA’s reading of Mishlei 18:22 is atypical. Most commentaries understand the word “VeYapek” to connote 
“derive”, “bring forth,” and therefore in this this case, “by marriage, he brings forth for HaShem a fulfillment of the 
Divine Will.” To instead assert that “doubts” are created (“Pikpukim”) regarding one’s sins, is a highly unusual and 
atypical approach. Perhaps RaMA is suggesting that while the state of marriage is a fulfillment of God’s Grand 
Design, whether an individual who is married will consequently live a “good life” devoid of sin, remains a function 
of his free will. At best, he has positioned himself so that at least one area of sinful behavior has been 
constructively sublimated within a context of Kedusha and Halacha. However, the fact that adultery and other 
transgressions are engaged in specifically by married individuals demonstrates that Halachic consructs can mitigate 
sin only to a point. In fact, paradoxically, at least for some individuals, (Mishlei 9:17) “Stolen waters are sweet, and 
bread eaten in secret is pleasant.” 
14 See fn. 9. 
15 See fn. 10. 
16 See fn. 11. 
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2.    Both the Tora as well as the codes approach life from a definitively male perspective. How 
should a woman process these sources?  

3.    The reasons that are given could be categorized as existential, biological and theological. In 
your opinion, can they be prioritized, or should they all inform our lifestyle simultaneously? 
Explain.  

4.    Tragically, there are individuals who while married, try to have children and are unable to. 
How should they process sources such as these?  

5.    What should someone do who does not think that he will be a good parent, in light of 
sources such as these? 17 

6.    While ideally children enhance a marriage, when there are physical and/or emotional 
and/or economic difficulties, they can also bring marriages to breaking points. How are such 
situations informed by sources such as these?  

  
Practical applications of the source:  

1.    When discussing marriage with one’s children, what should one say in light of these 
sources? How might one positively encourage their children to get married? 

 

                                                 
17 This is reminiscent of the following Talmud passage:  

Berachot 10a 
R. Hamnuna said: What is the meaning of the verse, (Kohelet 8:1) “Who is as the wise man? And who 
knoweth the interpretation [pesher] of a thing?”  Who is like the Holy One, Blessed Be He, Who Knew 
how to effect a reconciliation between two righteous men, Chizekia and Yeshayahu? Chizekia said: Let 
Yeshayahu come to me, for so we find that Eliyahu went to Achav, as it says, (I Melachim 18:2) “And 
Eliyahu went to show himself unto Achav.”   Yeshayahu said: Let Chizekia come to me, for so we find that 
Yehoram son of Achav went to Elisha (II Melachim 3:12).  What did the Holy One, Blessed Be He, Do? He 
Brought sufferings upon Chizekia and then said to Yeshayahu, “Go visit the sick.” For so it says, 
(Yeshayahu 38:1 ff.) “In those days was Chizekia sick unto death. And Yeshayahu the prophet, son of 
Amos, came to him and said unto him, ‘Thus Saith the Lord, ‘Set thy house in order, for thou shalt die and 
not live etc’”. What is the meaning of “thou shalt die and not live”? Thou shalt die in this world and not 
live in the world to come. He said to him: “Why so bad?” He replied: “Because you did not try to have 
children.” He said: “The reason was because I saw by the Holy Spirit that the children issuing from me 
would not be virtuous.” He said to him: “What have you to do with the secrets of the All-Merciful? You 
should have done what you were commanded, and let the Holy One, blessed be He, do that which pleases 
Him.” He said to him: “Then give me now your daughter; perhaps through your merit and mine combined 
virtuous children will issue from me.” He replied:  “The doom has already been decreed.” Said the other: 
“Son of Amos, finish your prophecy and go. This tradition I have from the house of my ancestor:  Even if a 
sharp sword rests upon a man's neck he should not desist from prayer.”  This saying is also recorded in 
the names of R. Yochanan and R. Eleazar: “Even if a sharp sword rests on a man's neck, he should not 
desist from prayer, as it says, (Iyov 13:15) ‘Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.’” 


