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Zionism Unit 11 

Responsa Due to the lack of clarity among Halachic decisors regarding this matter, it is left up to the 

individual to decide where to live.  

  פח סימן וכתבים פסקים 1הדשן תרומת
 ולעיר 2צבי לארץ מעלייתך עוד לי שכתבת ומה

 , בימינו במהרה, שיבנה 3הקדש
 לנו ואין הואיל, ח"ת' אפי עתה הוא מצוה אי

 . לשם ת"ות בחורים קבוץ בעונות
 

 לאדם לו יש ומעלה גדול שבח דבודאי לך דע
 לתועלת הקדש בעיר ש"וכ, י"בא הדר
 . ז"לעה וגם ב"לעה

 
 ברית בני לשם שיש פעמים כמה שמענו אמנם

, גמורים לרשעים נחשבים מערביים
 ומבלבלים טורדים והם מפורסמים מוסרים

 . תורה שומרי שהם האשכנזים
 

 מאד לשם ומצומצמים דחוקים המזונות כי וגם
 , קשים והרווחים

 ?זה בכל לעמוד יוכל מי
 

 . לשם אשר הישמעאלים רשעת גודל מלבד
 

Terumat HaDeshen,5 Pesakim 88 
And concerning what you wrote to me regarding your Aliya to “the land of the deer”6 

(Israel), and to the Holy City,7 may it be built quickly in our days,  
whether it is a Mitzva now for even Tora scholars, since due to our sins there are no 

collections of young men and Tora study there (a reference to established 
Yeshivot),  

you should know that certainly it is worthy of great praise and reflective of a high 
spiritual level when one resides in the land of Israel, and all the more so the 
holy city, resulting in benefits for the World to Come as well as this world. 

 
However we have heard several times that there are western Jews there… who are 

considered total evildoers, well-known informers to the government, and who 
trouble and confuse the Ashkenazim who are observers of Tora.  

 
And also that food is hard to come by and very limited, and earning a living is 

difficult.  
Who is able to withstand all of this?  
 
in addition to the great evil of the Arabs that are there.  
 

                                                           
  ביוגרפיה - תרומת הדשן 1
R. Israel ben Petachyah Isserlein (later known as the "Maharai") was born in Regensburg, Germany in 5150 (1390) . 
He served as chief rabbi of Vienna - Neustadt, Austria. The yeshivah he established was recognized as a major 
center of Jewish learning, which produced rabbis that went on to serve in communities throughout Germany and 
the surrounding regions. 
He was considered the Torah leader of his generation, and questions from far and wide were referred to him. His 
decisions served as an important source for halachic practice among Ashkenazic Jewry, and many of these 
decisions were codified in R. Joseph Caro's Shulchan Aruch and in the Rema. He was also proficient in the study of 
kabbalah. His student, R. Joseph ben Moses, wrote a book entitled Leket Yosher, which describes his customs, 
practices, style of learning and rulings. His responsa, entitled Terumat Hadeshen, became an important 
sourcebook for halachah. Tradition has it that most of the questions in the book were not actually posed to him. 
Rather, he phrased his rulings in question and answer form. The first volume contains 354 rulings (the gematria of 
the Hebrew word "deshen") . The second volume is called "rulings and writings" (psakim vaktavim) . 
His work Lamed Vav She'arim on the laws of kashrut formed the basis for the Shulchan Aruch and Rema's rulings in 
this field.—Bar Ilan CD ROM “Biographies” 
2 A poetic reference to the land of Israel: 

Gittin 57a 
Palestine is called (Yirmiyahu 3:19) “land of the deer”.  Just as the skin of the hind cannot hold its flesh,  so 
the Land of Israel when it is inhabited can find room but when it is not inhabited it contracts. 

3 A reference to Yerushalayim. 
5 See fn. 1. 
6 See fn. 2. 
7 See fn. 3.  
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, וממנו גופו בהשגת בעצמו ישער איש כל לכן
 השם ביראת לעמוד יוכל דרך באיזה

 4.האדם כל זה כי מצותיו ובשמור

Therefore each person will have to decide for himself regarding what he physically 
and monetarily will be able to withstand, in what way will he best be able to 
maintain fear of God and the observance of His Commandments, because this is 
the essence of man.8 

 

Questions for thought and discussion: 

1. Although Terumat HaDeshen lived some time after R. Chaim quoted by Tosafot Ketubot, he 

seems to also have reservations about the conditions in the land of Israel that may prevent 

a person from properly worshiping God and studying Tora. Can a person necessarily say 

that today similar concerns still apply?  

2. One would imagine that in 16th century Vienna, conditions were not all that ideal for Jewish 

observance. Isn’t it probably difficult to be an observant Jew in various places and at 

various times? Why should the land of Israel present more challenges than most places? 

Could this be an example of not wishing idealistic people to become disappointed and 

disillusioned, preferring them to dream of the Holy land rather than directly experience it?  

3. Terumat HaDeshen’s bottom line—where can a person best worship HaShem and maintain 

Yirat Shamayim—is interesting to contemplate. Are there other considerations that he 

seems to deliberately leave out? If Rabbanim down through the ages would be asked the 

same question, would they all necessarily offer the same answer? Why?  

Practical applications of the sources:  

1. Could it be imagined that a truly Zionist decisor would give an answer similar to that of 

Terumat HaDeshen? What caused Zionists to become so resolutely pro-Aliya, despite all of 

the potential problems that one may encounter in the land of Israel? 

                                                           
4 This is a paraphrase of the penultimate line in Kohelet (12:13): 

The end of the matter, all having been heard: fear God, and keep His Commandments; for this is the 
whole man. 

8 See fn. 4. 


