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Fear of Heaven Unit 10 

Tora Reasons for people losing faith. 

  יא פרק דברים
ְמ֣רּו( טז) ָּֽׁ ם ִהש  כ ֶ֔ ן ל  ֶּ֥ ה פ  ֶּ֖ ֶ֑ם ִיְפת  םְוסַ  ְלַבְבכ  ם   ְרת ֶּ֗  ַוֲעַבְדת 

ים ים ֱאֹלִה֣ ם ֲאֵחִרֶ֔ ֶּ֖ ם ְוִהְשַתֲחִוית  ָּֽׁ ה   :ל 
 

   י"רש
 אוכלים שתהיו( 1 כיון - "לכם השמרו"( טז)

 , תבעטו שלא לכם השמרו, ושבעים
, שביעה מתוך אלא ה"בהקב מורד אדם שאין

 תאכל פן“( יד - יב, ח דברים) שנאמר
  ",ירביון וצאנך ובקרך ושבעת 
  ?אחריו אומר הוא מה
 ":ושכחת לבבך ורם"

 
 כך ומתוך ,התורה מן לפרוש( 2 – "וסרתם"

  ”.אחרים אלהים ועבדתם“
 ומדבק הולך ,התורה מן פורש שאדם שכיון

 . זרה בעבודה
 
 היום גרשוני כי"( יט, כו' א שמואל) אמר דוד וכן

 "',וגו עבוד לך לאמר' ה בנחלת מהסתפח
  ?כן לו אמר ומי1

 ,בתורה מלעסוק מגורש שאני כיון אלא
 :אחרים אלהים לעבוד קרוב הריני 

 
   2חזקוני

 כמו פתיות לשון --"לבבכם יפתה פן"( טז)
  ",קנאה תמית ופותה"
 ויעשו( 3 לבבכם יפתה פן לכם השמרו כלומר

 . פתיות
 "יפותה פן" לומר לו היה ",פיתוי" לשון היה אילוו

    ".קצין יפותה" כמו
  

 
 

Devarim 11:16 
Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be deceived, and ye turn aside, and 
serve other gods, and worship them. 
 

RaShi s.v. HiShamru Lachem 
When you will be eating and becoming satiated, be careful that you do 

not rebel,  
Because a person only rebels against God when he is satiated,  

as it is said, (Devarim 8:12-4) “Lest 1) you eat and become satiated… 
and your cattle and your sheep multiply.” 
What does it say afterwards?  
“And your heart become exalted and you forget.” 

“VeSartem”—2) To separate from the Tora, and as a result “And you will 
worship other gods.” 

For when a person separates from the Tora, he goes and attaches himself 
to (lit.) “strange worship” (col. Idolatry).  

  
And so David said, (I Shmuel 26:19) “Because I have been banished today 

from benefiting from the inheritance of God, saying, ‘Go worship…’” 
Who told him to do so? 
But, because I have been banished from studying Tora, I have been 

brought close to worshipping other gods. 
  

Chizkuni5 s.v. Pen Yifteh Levavchem 
An expression of silliness, as in  

 (Iyov 5:2) “…envy slayeth the silly one.” 
I.e., be careful lest your hearts 3) make you silly, and you do silly things. 
If the meaning were “persuasion,” then the grammatical verb form should 

have been “Pen Yefuteh,” as in )Mishlei 25:15) “By long forbearing 
is a ruler persuaded… 
 

 
 
 

                                                           
1 For an approach to this verse that focuses upon living in the land of Israel, see the series “Zionism,” Unit 6. 
2 Hezekiah ben Manoah (13th century) (known as the Hizkuni, Hebrew: חזקוני) was a French rabbi and student. 
In memory of his father, who lost his right hand through his stead-fastness in the faith, Hezekiah wrote (about 
1240) a commentary on the Pentateuch, under the title Ḥazzeḳuni. It was printed at Venice in 1524. Other editions 
appeared at Cremona (1559), at Amsterdam (1724, in the Rabbinical Bible of M. Frankfurter), at Lemberg (1859), 
etc. It is based principally upon Rashi, but it uses also about twenty other commentaries, though the author quotes 
as his sources only Rashi, Dunash ben Labrat, the "Yosippon", and a "Physica" which is mentioned in the Tosafot 
(to Lev. xii. 2). He is generally cited by the title of his commentary… 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hezekiah_ben_Manoah  
5 See fn. 2. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentateuch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rashi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rashi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunash_ben_Labrat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yosippon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tosafot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hezekiah_ben_Manoah
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   3בחיי רבינו
  ".לבבכם יפתה פן לכם השמרו"( טז)

1a )בארץ לכם שיהיה והעושר השלוה מתוך ,

 בעבודה ותדבקו הדרך מן תסורו שלא
 , ו"ח זרה

 
 יהיה ולא ,השמים את ועצר ,בכם' ה אף וחרה"

  ”.מטר
 יחשבו זרה עבודה שעובדי( 3 מפני זה והזכיר

 גדולי כל ויצליחו ,המטר יבא בעבודתם כי
 , הארץ

 נעצרים יהיו השמים כי בכאן הודיע כן על
 . ..כלל מטר יהיה ולא ,זרה עבודה בעבדם

 ,מטרים העליונים הכחות שאר שאין לבאר בא
' ה אם כי, מגשימים הגוים בהבלי יש ולא
 .לו ונקוה הממטיר הוא ,לבדו ינוקאל

 
 

   4יפות פנים
 ב"ב] ל"אחז הנה ".לבבכם יפתה פן לכם השמרו"( טז)

 ;לבבות שני לו יש אוכל שאדם עד“[ ב יב

  ...”אחד לב אלא לו אין משאכל

... 1b )אדם יפשפש אם ,אוכל שאדם קודם כי 

 יהיה ולא ,ר"ליצה ט"יצ בין יתבונן ,במעשיו
 דש שאדם הדברים שהם ,כהיתר לו נעשה

 , בעקביו
 יוקח"[ ד, יח בראשית] ש"במ אבינו אברהם זה ורמז

 שקודם דהיינו ",רגליכם ורחצו מים מעט נא
 , רגליהם של האבק מן וירחצו יוטהרו ,אכילה
 , כהיתר להם שנדמה במה דהיינו

 
 בחינת שהוא ,אחד לב לו נעשה ,אוכל כשאדם אבל

 , הפסולת עם המעורב הרוחני המאכל

Rabbeinu Bachaya,6 s.v. Hishamru Lachem Pen Yifteh Levavchem” 
As a result of 1a) the tranquility and wealth that you will experience in the 

land, you should not divert from the path, and attach yourselves to 
idolatry, Heaven Forbid. 

 
“And the Wrath of God will Be Kindled against you, and the heavens will 

be stopped up (there will be a drought) and there will not be rain.” 

And this is mentioned because 3) idolaters think that by means of their 
worship rain will come, and everything that grows from the ground 
will be successful. 

Therefore, the Tora is making known at this point that the heavens will be 
stopped up due to idolatry, and there will be no rain at all… 

It is coming to explain that other heavenly forces have no influence with 
respect to rain, and the vain beliefs of the nations do not effect rain, 
as opposed to our God Alone, He Is the One that Causes rain and we 
should place our hopes upon Him.  

 
Panim Yafot7 s.v. Hishamru Lachem Pen Yifteh Levavchem 
Behold, the scholars, Z”L said: (Bava Batra 12b) R. Avdimi from Haifa said: 

Before a man eats and drinks he has two hearts; but after he eats and 
drinks he has only one heart…  

1b) Because before a person eats, if he reflects upon his actions, he can 
distinguish between the Good Inclination and the Evil Inclination, and he 
will not rationalize, justify negative actions, matters that people typically 
pay no attention to and violate.  

And our Father Avraham hinted at this idea, in what he said, (Beraishit 18:4) 
“Let there be taken now a little amount of water and wash your feet.” 
I.e., that before eating, they should become pure and they should wash 
the dust from their feet, i.e., the manner in which they have justified all 
actions as permitted.  

But when a person eats, he becomes endowed with a single heart, which 
represents the spiritual food that is mixed with chaff. 

                                                           
3 Bahya ben Asher ibn Halawa, also known as Rabbeinu Behaye (1255 – 1340 ,רבינו בחיי), was a rabbi and scholar 
of Judaism. He was a commentator on the Hebrew Bible. He is considered by Jewish scholars to be one of the most 
distinguished of the Biblical exegetes of Spain. He was a pupil of Rabbi Shlomo ben Aderet (the Rashba). Unlike the 
latter, R' Bahya did not publish a Talmud commentary. In his biblical exegesis, R' Bahya took as his model Rabbi 
Moses ben Nahman who is known as Nahmanides or Ramban, the teacher of Rabbi Solomon ben Adret, who was 
the first major commentator to make extensive use of the Kabbalah as a means of interpreting the Torah. He 
discharged with zeal the duties of a darshan ("preacher") in his native city of Zaragoza, sharing this position with 
several others, and on this account received a small salary, which was scarcely enough to support him and his 
family; but neither his struggle for daily bread nor the reverses that he suffered (to which he referred in the 
introduction to his commentary on the Torah) diminished his interest in Torah study in general, and in Biblical 
exegesis in particular… https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bahya_ben_Asher   
4 Rabbi Pinchas HaLevi Horowitz (born in Chortkiv about 1731; died in Frankfort-on-the-Main July 1, 1805) was a 
rabbi and Talmudist… https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinchas_Horowitz  
6 See fn. 3. 
7 See fn. 4. 
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, קרבן הקריב כאילו הכל את מעלה ,זוכה האדם ואם
 וסיים במזבח פתח"[ א נה ברכות] ל"חז ש"כמ

 , עליו מכפר אדם של שולחנו כי "בשולחן
 
 
 
 
 

 את להמיר פוגם כריסו שבמילא ,הוא נהפוך ו"ח ואם
 , כהיתר לו ונעשה ,ברע הטוב

 
 שמכניע "אחרים אלהים ועבדתם וסרתם" וזהו

[ כה, יג משלי] שנאמר כענין ,ומחסרו הקדושה
 "':וגו רשעים ובטן"
  

If a person merits, it will all be considered as if he has offered up a sacrifice, as 
the scholars, Z”L, said: (Berachot 55a) (Yechezkel 41:22) “The altar of 
wood three cubits high … and He Said to me, ‘This is the table that is 
before the Lord.’ (Now the verse) opens with 'altar' and finishes with 
'table'? R. Yochanan and R. Eleazar both explain that as long as the 
Temple stood, the altar atoned for Israel, but now a man's table atones 
for him.  

But, Heaven Forbid, it can be just the opposite, i.e., when he fills his stomach, 
he becomes impaired and cannot distinguish between the good and the 
bad, and all appears to him to be permitted.  

And this is “and you will turn aside and worship other gods,” that you 
subjugate holiness and diminish it, like what it says, (Mishlei 13:25) “The 
righteous eateth to the satisfying of his desire; but the belly of the 
wicked shall want.” 

  

 

Questions for thought and discussion: 

1. What are the three different reasons that are given by various commentators for individual’s 

disaffection from Jewish religion? Can you divide these reasons up into different categories?  

When “rain” in mentioned in the context of Divine Punishment, how might this be understood 

to apply to a society that is no longer mainly agriculture-based? 

2. Although eating appears to be the most ubiquitous form of personal satisfaction and pleasure, 

what other human activities could be understood in the same way as potentially serving to 

alienate a person from religious belief? Does this necessarily mean that one has to adopt an 

ascetic lifestyle to assure that he will maintain his religious beliefs? Discuss.  

3. “Separating oneself from the Tora” is a very general sort of statement? What do you think 

that it means within this context, i.e. of losing one’s faith? 

4. Chizkuni’s raising the issue of the potential for “silliness” as something that can undermine 

faith is evocative. Once again, it does not mean that a person should never laugh or find 

aspects of life amusing. It calls to mind the following passage in the Talmud whereby an 

apparent contradiction in Kohelet is resolved by distinguishing between two types of Simcha: 

Shabbat 30b 

It is written, (Kohelet 8:15) “And I praised joy…”; and it is written (Ibid. 2:2) “And with 

respect to joy, what does it achieve?” It is not a contradiction… “And I praised joy”—the 

joy of Mitzva; “And with respect to joy, what does it achieve?”—this is joy associated 

with things other than Mitzva. This is to teach you that the Divine Presence will not 

Dwell in contexts of melancholy, laziness, laughter, frivilousness, needless conversation, 

inconsequential matters, but only when there is joy of Mitzva, as it says, (II Melachim 

3:15) ”’And now get me a musician,’ and when the musician plays, the Hand of God Was 

upon him.” 

 How should we understand “joy of Mitzva”? 

Practical applications of the sources: 
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1.  Can you illustrate any of these explanations for people forsaking religion from examples of 

people that you know?  


