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Fear of Heaven Unit 16 

Talmud How one is treated at formative stages of one’s life could determine long-range religious 

attitudes and commiments.  

  א עמוד מז דף סוטה
 : רבנן תנו

 , מקרבת וימין דוחה שמאל תהא לעולם
 , ידיו בשתי לגחזי שדחפו כאלישע לא
 מתלמידיו לאחד שדחפו פרחיה בן כיהושע ולא

 . ידיו בשתי
 ? היא מאי אלישע
 קח הואל נעמן ויאמר" (כג:מלכים ב' ה): דכתיב

  ",ככרים
 הפך כאשר הלך לבי לא אליו ויאמר" (שם כו): וכתיב

 את לקחת העת לקראתך מרכבתו מעל איש 
 ובקר וצאן וכרמים וזיתים בגדים ולקחת הכסף

  ",ושפחות ועבדים
 

 ? האי כולי שקיל ומי
 ! דשקיל הוא ובגדים כסף

  עוסק אלישע היה שעה באותה: יצחק' ר אמר
 , שרצים בשמנה

 , שרצים שמנה שכר ליטול עת הגיע! רשע: לו אמר
 

 ...לעולם ובזרעך בך תדבק נעמן וצרעת
 

  ?היא מאי פרחיה בן יהושע
 שטח בן שמעון ,לרבנן מלכא ינאי קטיל קא כדהוה

 אזל פרחיה בן יהושע' ר ,אחתיה אטמינהו
  .מצרים של לאלכסנדריא ערק

 מני" :שטח בן שמעון ליה שלח ,שלמא הוה כי
 של אלכסנדריא לך הקודש עיר ירושלים

 יושבת ואני בתוכך שרוי בעלי אחותי .מצרים
  "ה.שוממ

  .שלמא ליה הוה מ"ש אמר
  .אושפיזא לההוא אקלע אתא כי

 יקרא ליה עבדי .שפיר ביקרא קמייהו קם
 .טובא

  "!זו אכסניא נאה כמה“ :משתבח וקא יתיב

  "!טרוטות עיניה ,רבי“ :מתלמידיו אחד ל"א

  "?עוסק אתה בכך !רשע“ :ל"א

 
  .ושמתיה שפורי מאה ארבע אפיק

  .קבליה ולא ’לקמיה אתא יומא כל

 
  לקמיה אתא שמע קרית קרי הוה חד יומא
  .בידיה ליה אחוי ’לקבוליה בדעתיה הוה

  .ליה דחי מדחא סבר
 

Sota 47a 
Our Rabbis have taught:  

Always let the left hand thrust away and the right hand draw near.  
Not like Elisha who thrust Gechazi away with both his hands  
(and not like R. Yehoshua b. Perachia who thrust one of his disciples away with 

both his hands).   
How is it with Elisha?  
As it is written: (II Melachim 5:23) “And Na’aman said: ‘Be content, take two 

talents,’”   
and it is written: (Ibid. 26) “And he said unto him, ‘Went not my heart with thee 

when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to 
receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and sheep and 
oxen, and manservants and maidservants?’”   

But had he received all these things?  
Silver and garments were what he had received!  

— R. Isaac said: At that time Elisha was engaged (in the study of the Law  
concerning) the eight kinds of (unclean) creeping things;  
so he said to (Geichazi), “You wicked person, the time has arrived for you to 
receive the reward for (studying the law of) the eight creeping things.”   
The leprosy therefore of Na’aman shall cleave unto thee and unto thy seed 

forever... 
What was the incident with R. Joshua b. Perahiah?  

— When King Yannai  put the Rabbis to death, Simeon b. Shetah was hid by his 
sister, whilst R. Joshua b. perahiah fled to Alexandria in Egypt.  

 

When there was peace, Shimon b. Shetach sent (this message to him): “From 
me, Yerushalyaim, the Holy city, to thee Alexandria in Egypt. O my sister, my 
husband dwelleth in thy midst and I abide desolate.”   

 
He said: I hear from it (the message) that there is peace. 
(R. Yehoshua) arose and came back and found himself in a certain inn where 

they rose before him and they paid him great respect.  
He said: "How beautiful is this 'Achsania'!”   
One of his disciples said to him, “My master, her eyes are narrow!”  
He replied to him, 'Wicked person! Is it with such thoughts that thou occupiest 

thyself?”  
He sent forth four hundred horns and excommunicated him.  
(The disciple( came before him on many occasions, saying, “Receive me”; but he 

refused to notice him.  
One day while (R. Yehoshua) was reciting the Shema, he came before him.  
His intention was to receive him and he made a sign to him with his hand, but 

the disciple thought he was repelling him.  
 

http://halakhah.com/sotah/sotah_47.html#47a_13
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  .פלחא לבינתא זקף אזל
  "!בך חזור“ :ליה אמר

 את ומחטיא החוטא כל'—ממך מקובלני כך" :ל"א
  ,תשובה לעשות בידו מספיקין אין ,הרבים

 
 את והחטיא והדיח והסית כישף' :מר דאמר

  "'.ישראל
 תינוק יצר“: אומר אלעזר בן שמעון רבי :תניא

  ”.מקרבת וימין דוחה שמאל תהא, ואשה
. 

So he went and set up a brick and worshipped it.  
(R. Yehoshua) said to him, 'Repent';  
but he answered him: 'Thus have I received from thee that whoever sinned and 

caused others to sin is deprived of the power of doing penitence'. 
 
 A Master has said: ‘The disciple practiced magic and led Israel astray.’”  

 
It has been taught: R. Shimon b. Eleazar says: “Also human nature, should a child 

and woman thrust aside with the left hand and draw near with the right hand.”  

 

 הגדולמדרש 
  "את עשו, ויאהב יצחק"

  במעשה עשו שהן יצחק יודע היה אבינו וכי לא
  ,כעורין

 'הלא משנאיך ה אומר" (כא:לים קלטיתה)והכתוב 
  "אשנא,

 
  ?מה אהבו ומפני
  ,לקרבו ולמשכו בלבד, כדי שהיה אוהבו בפניו אלא

 
 מעשיו כשהוא אוהבו אם :וחומר שהרי קל

  ,מקולקלין
  !וכמה על אחת כמה ,אילו שנאו וריחקו

 
ושמאל  ן מקרבתימי לעולם תהא" :רבותינו ואמרו

   ".דוחה

Midrash HaGadol 
(Beraishit 25:28) “And Yitzchak loved Eisav” 
And didn’t our father Yitzchak know about Eisav’s deeds, that they were repulsive? 
 
And the text states, (Tehillim 139:21) “Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate 

Thee? And do not I strive with those that rise up against Thee?” 
 
So why did he love him?  
But he only outwardly acted as if he loved him, in order to bring him close and to 

draw him,  
For behold it is a logical derivation: If when he (Yitchak) loves him, his actions 

are reprehensible,  
If he hated him and distanced him, so much the more so! 
 
And our Rabbis have said, “A person should always bring close with the right 

hand, and push away with the left.” 

 

Questions for thought and discussion: 

1. Even though the examples that the Gemora and Midrash give involve special individuals, 
prophets, scholars and founders of the Jewish people, the principle under discussion can be 
applied in all cases, i.e., when remonstrating with someone who is sensitive to criticism, while it 
is inappropriate to be totally forgiving in the spirit of teaching someone a lesson, on the other 
hand, to punish to such an extent where you drive the person away is a failure as well. In a Dvar 
Tora that I heard Shabbat afternoon, Parashat Toldot, in the Young Israel of Scarsdale by R. 
Nuriel Klinger pointed out that the right hand is typically stronger than the left. How does this 
modify even further the image of “with the left hand push away, and the with the right hand 
draw closer”? 

2. The effects of an unpleasant experience at the hands of another leading to alienation not only 
from that person, but also the religious life associated with that person is extensively 
documented in the 2005 book by Faranak Margolese, entitled Off the Derech, that R. 
Lichtenstein references in a footnote in his article, “Contemporary Impediments to Yirat 
Shamayim” at 
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/728738/Rabbi_Dr._Aharon_Lichtenstein/Contem
porary_Impediments_to_Yirat_Shamayim#, fn. 48. Do you think that in cases like this, 
individuals were already considering leaving the fold, and the negative interaction with a 

http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/728738/Rabbi_Dr._Aharon_Lichtenstein/Contemporary_Impediments_to_Yirat_Shamayim
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/728738/Rabbi_Dr._Aharon_Lichtenstein/Contemporary_Impediments_to_Yirat_Shamayim


 
 

65 
 

particular individual served as “the straw that broke the camel’s back” or do you think that 
these kids of personal experiences can be more seminal and change an individual’s entire 
outlook? Does it matter who the person is, e.g., a parent, a sibling, a teacher, a counselor, an 
advisor, a mentor, etc. with respect to the effects that his negative influence can have on an 
individual? 

3. Midrash HaGadol attributes to Yitzchak a dichotomy between how he related to Yitzchak 
outwardly and his inner sensibilities towards this wayward son. This split in emotional tenor is 
reminiscent of what RaMBaM writes regarding a certain context for anger: 

Mishneh Tora, Hilchot De’ot 2:3 
…Anger is also an exceptionally bad quality. It is fitting and proper that one move away from 
it and adopt the opposite extreme. He should school himself not to become angry even 
when it is fitting to be angry.  
If he should wish to arouse fear in his children and household - or within the community, if 
he is a communal leader - and wishes to be angry at them to motivate them to return to the 
proper path, he should present an angry front to them to punish them, but he should be 
inwardly calm. He should be like one who acts out the part of an angry man in his wrath, but 
is not himself angry… 

Do you think that either of these circumstances—a parent who is two-faced in order to elicit a 
certain response from a child, or someone who intends to engender compliance from an 
indifferent or even hostile constituency—justifies acting inconsistently and even dishonestly in 
order to be able to manipulate those who are affected by these outward attitudes? 

4. While the homiletical point of Midrash HaGadol is clear, do you think that such an interpretation 
fits into the story line as it appears in Beraishit? E.g., in what way was Yitzchak pushing Eisav 
“away”? Discuss.  

  
Practical applications of the sources: 

1. Have you experienced people in your life who made a negative religious impression upon you? 

How did the impression manifest itself? Do you feel you recovered or were able to deflect the 

negative influence? What might you do in the future when you sense that someone is serving as 

a negative influence on you, members of your family, or your friends. Discuss.  


