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Fear of Heaven Unit 8b 

TaNaCh The natural inclinations of man run counter to a deep sense of Fear of God 

  ז פרק קהלת
ֶ֣ה ְלַבד  ( כט) אִתי ְרֵאה־ז  ר ָמָצָ֔ ה ֲאש ֶׁ֨ ת־ יםקָהֱאֹל ָעָשָׂ֧  א 

ם ר ָהָאָדָ֖ ָמהוְ           ָיָשָׁ֑ ּו ֵהֵ֥ ֹותִחְש  ִבְקשָ֖ ים ֹבנֵ֥  :ַרִבִּֽ
 

 רבהקהלת 
  1,בבריאתו ר"אדה היה ישר

 היה האדם הן" (כב:בראשית ג) שאמר
 , השרת ממלאכי כאחד - "ממנו כאחד

  ( קזרבים חשבונות בקשו ,שנים שנעשו וכיון
 

  2קז הערה תמימה תורה
 בענין לחקור החלה ,חוה שבאה ןוכיו ל"ר (קז

 שאכלה עד ,הדעת מעץ אכילה 
 , לבעלה והאכילה

 
 שנעשו מכיון - "והמה" הלשון ז"לפי ויתפרש

 חשבונות בקשו ,”המה“ היינו, רבים

 :רבות מחשבות דהיינו רבים
 

   י"רש
 האדם את הוא ברוך הקדוש - עשה אשר( כט)

 :ישר הראשון
 שנים ונעשו אשתו חוה לו משנזדווגה - והמה

 :"המה" ונקראו
 

 של ומחשבות מזימות - רבים חשבונות בקשו
 :במדרש נדרש כך .חטא

 
 עזרא  אבן

 האדם את יםקהאל שעשה והענין... - לבד( כט)
 ארחות בקשו וכמה ,בדרך הולך ישר להיות

 :  ...עקלקלות

Kohelet 7:29 
Behold, this only have I found, that God Made man upright;  

but they have sought out many rationalizations. 
 
Kohelet Rabba 
The first man was upright/proper in his creation,5  

for He Said, (Beraishit 3:22) “Behold man was like one of Us”—one of 
the Serving Angels.  

And when he became two, they sought out many rationalizations. 
 

Tora Temima #1076 
I.e., when Chava came, she began to investigate regarding eating 

from the Tree of Knowledge, until she ate from it and gave 
her husband to eat as well.  

And there is explained in accordance with this assumption the word 
“VeHeima”—once they were made many (i.e., more than 
one), that is “Heima,” they sought many rationalizations, i.e., 
many thoughts.  

RaShI s.v. Asher Asah 
The Holy One, Blessed Be He, (Made) the first man upright.  
 
s.v. VeHeima 
When he paired him with Chava, his wife, and they (the population of  

humanity) became two, they were referred to as “they.” 
s.v. Bikshu Cheshbonot Rabim 
Plottings and thoughts of transgression. So it is interpreted in the Midrash. 
 
Ibn Ezra  s.v. Levad 
…And the matter is that God Made man to be upright, walking in the way. 

And several sought out crooked paths. 
 

                                                           
1 The Midrash appears to be countering the possibility that man sinned because he was Created in some less than 
perfect manner. While man is endowed with free will, that was as God Intended, rather than fatalistically 
projecting that man had to sin due to his nature.  
2 The Torah Temimah (תורה תמימה - from Psalms 19:8 ּתֹוַרת ה ְּתִמיָמה "The Torah of Hashem is perfect.") is the 
magnum opus of Rabbi Baruch Epstein. Published in 1902, it is a commentary on the Torah and the Five Megillot, 
the object of which was "to show the interrelationship between the Oral and Written Law." [1] In so doing, Rabbi 
Epstein "weaves together related halachos and Aggadah together with concise explanations of the text," [2] Rabbi 
Epstein's method was "to quote comments and interpretations from the vast Rabbinical literature on each Biblical 
verse [(Bavli, Yerushalmi, Sifra, Sifre, Tosefta and Mechilta)] and to then provide his own analysis of how the 
interpretations were deduced," [1] frequently offering a novel explanation on the statement. Despite its scholarly 
nature, the "clear and lucid style of this work makes learning enjoyable and accessible to all."[2] See Oral Torah 
#The Oral Law in Rabbinic literature and commentary… https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torah_Temimah  
5 See fn. 1. 
6 See fn. 2. 
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   3אלשיך

 אמרה למה“ לומר ,חשבונות בקש כי...( כט)

 כדי נשים לו ירבה ולא" (טז:דברים יז) :תורה

  "?לבבו יסור שלא
 שמות) אסור ולא ארבה (שלמה המלך) אני

  4(,א ו רבה
 חשבונות אחר הנוטים ,בזה בכיוצא וההיקש

 :התורה גזרת על המתחכמים דעתם

 
Alsheich7 

...Because he set out many rationalizations, saying “Why does the Tora 
state, (Devarim 17:16) ‘He must not have many wives so that his 
heart not be turned aside?” 
I (King Solomon) will have many, and I will not turn aside.” (Shemot 
Rabba 6:1).8 

And the connection is to cases similar to this, with people following the 
calculations of their minds, thinking that they are wiser than the 
Decree of the Tora.  

 

Questions for thought and discussion: 

1. According to the Midrash and RaShI, the beginning of challenging Divine Decrees can be traced 

to when God “Decided” that is “was not good for man to be alone” and made Chava so that 

there would be two individuals, as opposed to a lonely one. Yet these sources contend that at 

the same time when loneliness ended, a rebelliousness against God began. How might such a 

confluence be explained?  

2. Why should problems have begun only when a second person came into existence? Is this a flaw 

in Chava in particular, or is it intrinsic to the concept of community? Discuss. 

3. According to Ibn Ezra, how do we see the true power of human free choice, in light of God’s 

Intentions for man? Why might there be a natural tendency towards defiance and rebellion (see 

Unit 8a)? 

4. Alsheich turns Kohelet’s comment into a critique of searching for the reasons for Mitzvot. Is his 

ideal that people follow blindly without asking questions? Is there a happy medium between 

asking questions that lead to rejection of the Mitzva and not asking questions at all?  

Practical applications of the sources:  

                                                           
3 Moshe Alshich, also spelled Alshech, (1508–1593, Safed), known as the Alshich Hakadosh (the Holy), was a 
prominent rabbi, preacher, and biblical commentator in the latter part of the 16th century. 
The Alshich was born in 1508 in the Ottoman Empire, and was the son of Hayyim Alshich. He later moved to Safed 
where he became a student of Rabbi Joseph Caro. His students included Rabbi Hayim Vital and Rabbi Yom Tov 
Tzahalon. He died in Safed in 1593… https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moshe_Alshich  
4 According to the Talmud, this turns out badly for Solomon: 

Sanhedrin 21b 
R. Yitzchak also said: Why were the reasons of (some) Biblical laws not revealed? — Because in two verses 
reasons were revealed, and they caused the greatest in the world (Solomon) to stumble. Thus it is written: 
“He shall not multiply wives to himself,” whereon Solomon said, “I will multiply wives yet not let my heart 
be perverted.” Yet we read, (I Melachim 11:4) “When Solomon was old, his wives turned away his 
heart.”  Again it is written: (Devarim 17:17) “He shall not multiply to himself horses;”  concerning which 
Solomon said, “I will multiply them, but will not cause (Israel) to return (to Egypt).' Yet we read: (I 
Melachim 10:29) “And a chariot came up and went out of Egypt for six (hundred shekels of silver).”  

7 See fn. 3. 
8 See fn. 4. 
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1. How might it be feasible to have a community setting that reinforces and supports religious 

observance and compliance rather than one that undermines it? What can be done in your own 

community towards such an end? 

 


