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Fear of Heaven Unit 26 

TaNaCh The dialectical balance between Judaism’s humanism and a healthy sense of Yirat Shamayim. 

In his essay “Contemporary Impediments to Yirat Shamayim,” p. 255 

(http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/728738/Rabbi_Dr._Aharon_Lichtenstein/Contemporary_

Impediments_to_Yirat_Shamayim# ), R. Lichtenstein writes,  

And yet, that humanism, fraught with possibly dangerous overreaching, is guarded. 1) 
Esteem is tempered by the contrast of frailty bordering on nothingness with 
transcendental majesty and power; and 2) the danger of anthropomorphism is 
proactively anticipated by the preventive prohibition against graven images. 3) Regard 
for human welfare, for its part, is constantly pitched within the context of man’s 
servitude to God. And so the axiological balance is struck, charting a course subsequent 
generations would do well to follow.   
 

1)   
  יח פרק בראשית

ם ַוַיַַּ֥ען( כז) ר ַאְבָרָהָ֖ ֹּאַמַ֑ ְלִתיַ֙  ִהנֵּה־ָנָ֤א ַוי  הֹוַאַ֙
ר ֵּ֣ י ְלַדבֵּ ָנָ֔ י ֶאל־ֲאדֹּ ִכָ֖ ר ְוָאנֹּ ֶפר ָעָפַּ֥ ֵֽ  :ָואֵּ

 
 
 

  ח פרק תהלים
ֹוׁש( ה) ה־ֱאנַּ֥ נּו ָמֵֽ י־ִתְזְכֶרַ֑ ם ִכֵֽ ָדָ֗ י ּוֶבן־ָאָ֝  ִכֵּ֣

נּו  :ִתְפְקֶדֵֽ

Beraishit 27:28 
27 And Avraham answered 
and said: “Behold now, I 
have taken upon me to 
speak unto the LORD, who 
am but dust and ashes.” 

Tehillim 8:5 
What is man, that Thou Art 
Mindful of him? And the son 
of man, that Thou Thinkest 
of him? 

  לג פרק ירמיהו
ה( כה) ר כֹֹּּ֚ ק ָאַמֵּ֣ ָוָ֔ א ְיקֹּ ַֹּּ֥ י ִאם־ל  ְבִריִתָ֖

ם ְיָלה יֹוָמֵּ֣ ֹות ָוָלַ֑ ִים ֻחקּ֛ ֶרץ ָׁשַמַּ֥ ֹּא־ ָוָאָ֖ ל
 :ְמִתיָשֵֽ 
 
 

  יא פרק איוב
ֶקר( ז) ֵּ֣ ֹוהַ  ַהחֵּ א ֱאלֵּ֣ ם ִתְמָצַ֑ ַעד־ ִאָ֤

ית י ַתְכִלָ֖ א ַׁשַדֵּ֣  :ִתְמָצֵֽ
 
 
י( ח) ֵּ֣ ַמִים ָגְבהֵּ ל ָׁשָׁ֭ ה ַמה־ִתְפָעֵּ֣  ֲעֻמָקַּ֥

ֹול ְשאָ֗ ע ִמָ֝ ָדֵֽ  :ַמה־תֵּ
 
 
 
 
ֶרץ ֲאֻרָכֵּ֣ה( ט) ֶאֵּ֣ ה מֵּ ְרָחָבָ֗  ִמָדַ֑  הּוָ֝

 :ִמִני־ָיֵֽם
 
ף( י) יר ִאם־ַיֲחלַּ֥ יל ְוַיְסִגַ֑ ַיְקִהָ֗ י ְוָ֝  ּוִמֵּ֣

נּו  :ְיִׁשיֶבֵֽ
  

Yirmiyahu 33:25 
Thus Saith the LORD: If My 
Covenant be not with day 
and night, if I Have not 
Appointed the ordinances 
of heaven and earth. 
Iyov 11:7-10 
7 Canst thou find out the 
deep things of God? Canst 
thou attain unto the 
purpose of the Almighty? 
8 It is high as heaven; 
what canst thou do? 
Deeper than the nether-
world; what canst thou 
know? 
9 The measure thereof is 
longer than the earth, and 
broader than the sea. 
10 If He pass by, and shut 
up, or gather in, then who 
can hinder Him? 

 

2)   

  ד פרק השירים שיר
ְך( ז) י ָיָפהַ֙  ֻכָלָ֤ ּום ַרְעָיִתָ֔ ין ּומָ֖ ַּ֥ ְך אֵּ  :ָבֵֽ

 
  ח פרק תהלים

הּו( ו) ֵּ֣ ַעט ַוְתַחְסרֵּ ים ְמָׁ֭ ֱאלִהַ֑ ֹוד מֵּ ר ְוָכבָ֖  ְוָהָדֵּ֣
הּו ֵֽ  :ְתַעְטרֵּ

 

Song of Songs 4:7 
Thou art all fair, my love; 
and there is no spot in thee. 
Tehillim 8:6-9 
6 Yet Thou hast made him 
but little lower than the 
angels, and hast crowned 

  כ פרק שמות
א( ד) ֵֽ ֵֹּּ֣ ַּ֥  ל ה־ְלךֵּ֣ ֲעֶשֶׂ֨ ֶסל׀ ַתֵֽ ְוָכל־ ֶפֵֶּׂ֣֨

ה ָ֔ ִים׀ רֲאֶׁשֵּ֣  ְתמּוָנ  ַעל ַבָשַמֵֶּׂ֣֨ ָ֔  ִמַמ 
ר   ֲאֶׁשַּ֥ ֶרץ ַוֵֽ ַחת ָבָאֶָׂ֖֨  רַוֲאֶׁשֵּ֣  ִמָתַָּ֑֑֜
ֶרץ ַחתִמַתֵּ֣  ִים׀ַבַמֵּ֣   :ָלָאֵָֽ֗

 
 

Shemot 20:4 
Thou shalt not make unto 
thee a graven image, nor 
any manner of likeness, of 
anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the 
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הּו( ז) ְמִׁשילֵּ י ַתָׁ֭ ֵּ֣ יךיָ  ְבַמֲעשֵּ ל ֶדַ֑ ָתה כָֹּ֝  ַׁשֵּ֣

יו ַחת־ַרְגָלֵֽ  :ַתֵֽ
 
 
 
ֶנֵּ֣ה( ח) ים צֹּ ם ַוֲאָלִפֵּ֣ ם ֻכָלַ֑ ַגָ֗ ֹות ְוָ֝ י ַבֲהמַּ֥  :ָשָדֵֽ

 
 
ֹור( ט) ַמִים ִצפֵּ֣ י ָׁשָׁ֭ ֵּ֣ ר ַהָיַ֑ם ּוְדגֵּ בֵָּ֗ ֹות עָֹּ֝  ָאְרחַּ֥

ים  :ַיִמֵֽ

him with glory and honor. 
7 Thou hast made him to 
have dominion over the 
works of Thy hands; Thou 
hast put all things under his 
feet: 
8 Sheep and oxen, all of 
them, yea, and the beasts of 
the field; 
9 The fowl of the air, and 
the fish of the sea; 
whatsoever passeth through 
the paths of the seas. 
 

 
 

  קטו פרק םתהלי
יֶהם( ד) ֶסף עֲַֽצבֵּ ב ֶכֵּ֣ ה ְוָזָהַ֑ ֲעשֵָּ֗ י ַמָ֝ ֵּ֣  ְידֵּ

ם  :ָאָדֵֽ
 
ֶהם( ה) ה־ָלָׁ֭ א ֶפֵֽ ֵֹּּ֣ רּו ְול ַ֑ יַנִַַּ֥֥ים ְיַדבֵּ  עֵּ

ם ֶהָ֗ א ָלָ֝ ֵֹּּ֣ ּו ְול  :ִיְראֵֽ
 
ֶהם ָאְזַנִֵַּ֣֥ים( ו) א ָלָׁ֭ ֵֹּּ֣ עּו ְול ף ִיְׁשָמַ֑ ם ַאַּ֥ ֶהָ֗  ָלָ֝

א ֵֹּּ֣ ּון ְול  :ְיִריחֵֽ
 
ם׀( ז) יֶהָ֤ א ְידֵּ ֹֹּ֬ ּון ְול יֶהם ְיִמיׁשָ֗ ְגלֵּ א ַרָׁ֭ ֵֹּּ֣  ְול

כּו ַ֑ ּו ְיַהלֵּ ְהגָ֗ א־ֶיָ֝ ֵֹּֽ ם ל  :ִבְגרֹוָנֵֽ
 

earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth; 
Tehillim 115:4-7 
4 Their idols are silver and 
gold, the work of men's 
hands. 
5 They have mouths, but 
they speak not; eyes have 
they, but they see not; 
6 They have ears, but they 
hear not; noses have they, 
but they smell not; 
7 They have hands, but 
they handle not; feet have 
they, but they walk not; 
neither speak they with 
their throat. 

 

3)   

  ט פרק בראשית
ְךַ֙ ( ו) פֵּ ם ׁשֹּ ם ַדֵּ֣ ָאָדָ֔ ם ָהֵֽ ָאָדָ֖ ֹו ָבֵֽ ְך ָדמֵּ֣ ַ֑  ִכי ִיָשפֵּ

ֶלם ה יםקֱאל ְבֶצֵּ֣ ם ָעָשָ֖  :ֶאת־ָהָאָדֵֽ
 
 

  מג פרק ישעיהו
ל( ז) א כֹֹּּ֚ י ַהִנְקָרֵּ֣ י ִבְׁשִמָ֔ יו ְוִלְכבֹוִדָ֖  ְבָראִתַ֑

יו יו ְיַצְרִתָ֖  :ַאף־ֲעִשיִתֵֽ
 
 
 

  ם"מלבי
 שאצוה לבד לא" :אומר. כל( ז)

 שיוציאו השמים רוחות לארבע
 , הגולים את

 
 
 
 

 היינו ,בשמי הנקרא כל כי דעו אבל
 העליונים הבריאה כל

 אל המתיחס כל ,והתחתונים
 , בראתיו שאני שמי

 
 
 

 כל שהוא ,בראתיו לכבודי אשר וכל
 ,לכבודי בראתיה אשר הבריאה

 
 

Beraishit 9:6 
Whoso sheddeth man's 
blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed; for in the 
Image of God Made He man. 
Yeshayahu 43:7 
Every one that is called by 
My Name, and whom I have 
Created for My Glory, I have 
Formed him, yea, I have 
Made him. 

MaLBIM s.v. Kol 
He Said, “Not only have I 

Commanded the four 
quadrants of the 
Heavens that they 
should bring forth the 
forms,  

But you should know that 
everything that is 
called by My Name, 
i.e., all creatures on 
high and below, all 
that relate to My 
Name, I have Created,  

And all that I have 
Created for My Honor, 
which is all Creation 

  כה פרק ויקרא
י( נה) י־ִלָ֤ לַ֙  ִכֵֽ י־ִיְשָראֵּ ֵֽ ים ְבנֵּ י ֲעָבִדָ֔  ֲעָבַדֵּ֣

ם אִתי הֵָּ֔ ַּ֥ ם ֲאֶׁשר־הֹוצֵּ  אֹוָתָ֖
ֶרץ ֶאֵּ֣ ִים מֵּ י ִמְצָרַ֑ ָוַּ֥ק ֲאִנָ֖  ְיקֹּ

םקֱאל  :יֶכֵֽ
 
 

  ב פרק ישעיהו
ָהְל֞כּו( ג) ים ְוֵֽ ים ַעִמֵּ֣ ּו׀ ְוָאְמרּוַ֙  ַרִבָ֗  ְלכֵּ֣

ה ק ְוַנֲעֶלֵּ֣ ָוָ֗ יתַ֙  ֶאל־ַהר־ְיקֹּ  ֶאל־בֵּ
ב יקֱאל נּוַ֙  ַיֲעקָֹּ֔ ַ֙ רֵּ יו ְויֹּ  ִמְדָרָכָ֔

ְלָכָ֖ה יו ְונֵּ ָתַ֑ ְרחֹּ י ְבאֹּ א ִמִציֹוןַ֙  ִכָ֤ ֵּ֣ צֵּ  תֵּ
ה ָוָ֖ק תֹוָרָ֔ ִָֽם ּוְדַבר־ְיקֹּ  :ִמירּוָׁשָלִֵֽ

VaYikra 25:55 
For unto Me the children 
of Israel are servants; they 
are My Servants whom I 
Brought forth out of the 
land of Egypt: I Am the 
LORD your God. 
Yeshayahu 2:3 
And many peoples shall go 
and say: “Come ye, and let 
us go up to the Mountain 
of the LORD, to the House 
of the God of Yaakov; and 
He will Teach us of His 
Ways, and we will walk in 
His Paths.” For out of 
Tziyon shall go forth the 
Law, and the Word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem. 



107 
 

 
  

 ',ה כבוד המציאות ידה על שיתגלה
  

 
 

 וגם יצרתיו כולו המציאות כל הנה
 :"למען רק עשיתיו

 

that I have Created for 
My Honor,  

that there should be 
revealed by means of 
it the Glory of 
HaShem,  

behold the entire 
Creation I have  
Formed and Made 
only for the sake of 
this purpose.” 

 

Questions for thought and discussion: 

1. The tension between man’s finitude and God’s Infinity should constitute a synergistic 
relationship. How should the Reality of God temper how man views himself? Does man 
tend to compartmentalize these two elements, or does he bring them into holistic 
relationship with one another? Why?  

2. From an anthropological point of view, modern man generally does not make images of 
himself to worship per se. Does that mean that he does not “worship” man in a certain 
sense? How might all of the verses in TaNaCh warning against various forms of Avoda Zora 
be redefined, at least in spirit if not according to their letter, so that they become relevant 
to contemporary experience?  

3. The idea that the concept of human servitude is meant to serve as a “check and balance” to 
man’s self-absorption as a result of seeing himself as the greatest of man’s creatures, is 
problematic, in my opinion, when we have no immediate experience of slavery within our 
social context. (I believe the same problem exists vis-à-vis declaring God as our “King” when 
we have no serious experience with relating to an absolute monarch.) How can the concept 
of “servitude/slavery” to God be made to be relevant to the contemporary experience?  
 

Practical applications of the sources: 

1. In order for dialectical tensions to have an effect upon our attitudes and practices, we will 

have to be quite conversant with these ideas not only intellectually, but also on an affective 

level. How could that be undertaken, so that our sensibilities in this regard can be refined 

and heightened? 


