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Raising Children Unit 3 

Sota 14a; Shabbat 31a Deciding upon values which a parent will attempt to inculcate into his children.  

Note: R. Lichtenstein in his Sicha on “Raising Children” http://etzion.org.il/en/raising-children writes,  

In a broader sense, though, chinukh has to do with the molding of the identity and 

personality of the child.  That itself breaks into two aspects.  One aspect is the 

development of certain spiritual strengths, certain powers, skills, abilities, inclinations, 

and sensitivities.  In trying to make a respectable person out of the boy or girl, the 

parents ask themselves: To what extent can and should we mold the child, and in which 

direction?  Once the parents understand what the aims are, they can try to answer these 

questions. 

While R. Aharon addresses this question later in his talk specifically in terms of Tora study, I thought it 

appropriate to cite two Talmudic passages that could contribute to parents’ deliberations regarding 

which values to try to convey to their children.  

  סוטה דף יד עמוד א
  :אחנינ ברבי חמא רבי ואמר
  1?"תלכו יכםקאל' ה אחרי"( ה:ברים יגד): דכתיב מאי

 
 ? שכינה אחר להלך לאדם לו אפשר וכי
 

 ! "הוא אוכלה אש יךקאל' ה כי" (כד:ד שם): נאמר כבר והלא
 

 2,הוא ברוך הקדוש של מדותיו אחר להלך אלא
 

 , ערומים מלביש הוא מה (1
 ולאשתו לאדם יםקאל' ה ויעש" (כא:גאשית בר): דכתיב

  ",וילבישם עור כתנות
  3;ערומים הלבש אתה אף

 

Sota 14a 
R. Chama son of R. Chanina further said:  
What means the text: (Devarim 13:5) “Ye shall walk after the 

Lord your God”?   
Is it, then, possible for a human being to walk after the 

Shechina;  
for has it not been said: (Ibid. 4:24) “For the Lord thy 

God is a Devouring Fire”?   
But (the meaning is) to walk after the Attributes of the Holy 

One, Blessed Be He.  
1) As He Clothes the naked,  

for it is written: (Beraishit 3:21) “And the Lord God 
Made for Adam and for his wife coats of skin, 
and Clothed them”,  

                                                           
1 The concept of Imitateo Dei (emulating God) appears explicitly two additional times in Devarim:  

Devarim 8:19 
Ibid. 28:9 

While references to walking in “God’s Path” could be a reference to compliance with the Commandments, it could 
also to the types of behaviors that are indicative of a Holy Sensibility like that of God: 

Ibid. 5:30 
Ibid. 8:6 
Ibid. 10:12 
Ibid. 11:22 
Ibid. 19:9 
Ibid. 26:17 
Ibid. 30:16 

2 In the event that a person says that he is incapable of such behavior, his Creation in the Image of God—e.g., 
Beraishit 1:26-7-- presumes that at least on a microcosmic level, he can enact similar undertakings to that of God 
Himself. 
3 This should be understood figuratively rather than literally, i.e., someone who is in need of clothing qualifies as an 
“Arum.”  

http://etzion.org.il/en/raising-children
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 , חולים ביקר הוא ברוך הקדוש (2

 , "ממרא באלוני' ה אליו וירא"( א:יחשם ): דכתיב
  4;חולים בקר אתה אף

 
 , אבלים ניחם הוא ברוך הקדוש (3

 יםקאל ויברך אברהם מות אחרי ויהי" (יא:כהשם ): דכתיב
 , "בנו יצחק את

  5;אבלים נחם אתה אף
 
 

 , מתים קבר הוא ברוך הקדוש (4
 , "בגיא אותו ויקבר" (ו:לדדברים ): דכתיב

 .6מתים קבור אתה אף

so do thou also clothe the naked.  
2) The Holy One, Blessed Be He, Visited the sick, 

 for it is written: (Ibid. 18:1) “And the Lord Appeared 
unto him by the oaks of Mamre”,  

so do thou also visit the sick. 
3) The Holy One, Blessed Be He, Comforted mourners, 

for it is written: (Ibid. 25:11) “And it came to pass  
after the death of Avraham, that God Blessed 
Yitzchak, his son”,  

so do thou also comfort the mourners.  
4) The Holy one, Blessed Be He, Buried the dead,  

for it is written: (Devarim 34:6) “And He buried him in 
the valley”,  

so do thou also bury the dead. 

 

  א עמוד לא דף שבת
 , שמאי לפני שבא אחד בנכרי מעשה שוב

 
 על עומד כשאני כולה התורה כל שתלמדני מנת על גיירני: לו אמר

 . אחת רגל
 . שבידו הבנין באמת דחפו

 
 . גייריה, הלל לפני בא

, כולה התורה כל היא זו - תעביד לא לחברך סני דעלך: לו אמר
 .גמור זיל, הוא פירושה - ואידך

Shabbat 31a 
On another occasion it happened that a certain heathen 

came before Shammai.  
He said to him, “Make me a proselyte, on condition that you 

teach me the whole Tora while I stand on one foot.”  
Thereupon he repulsed him with the builder's cubit which 

was in his hand.   
When he went before Hillel, he accepted him for conversion.  
He said to him, “What is hateful to you, do not to your 

neighbor:  that is the whole Tora, while the rest is the 
commentary thereof; go and learn it.” 

 

Questions for thought and discussion: 

1. If the premise of Sota 14a is that from how HaShem Relates to His Creation, why wouldn’t 

conclusions also be drawn from God’s Description of His Attributes to Moshe:  

Shemot 34:6 “'The LORD, the LORD, God, Merciful and Gracious, Long-suffering, and 

Abundant in Goodness and Truth; 7 Keeping Mercy unto the thousandth generation, 

Forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin; and that will by no means Clear the guilty; 

                                                           
4 Even if one may be loath to expose himself or his children to someone to viruses and bacteria that could cause 
him to become ill, that does not mean that you could not call, send a text, send a card, etc.  I recently came across 
letters that my first grade (!) classmates had sent me when I was out of school for a number of days. My keeping 
them all of these years indicates how meaningful it was to me. I wonder if at least for some, the process was 
equally meaningful.  
5 Obviously, a child’s age and emotional maturity has to be taken into consideration when considering encouraging 
him to make a Shiva visit. However, trying to develop empathy for someone who has suffered a loss or some other 
setback is an important value.  
6 Whatever the considerations for Nichum Aveilim may be, they are that much more acute regarding activities of a 
Chevra Kadisha. Nevertheless, even if only the adults in a family participate in this great Mitzva, children should be 
made aware of what parents are doing in order to communicate how important this is to do, and how much 
someone is ready to sacrifice in order to do it.  
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Visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto 

the third and unto the fourth generation.”   

 

2. Are there other passages in TaNaCh that could similarly serve as a platform for identifying 

Jewish values and transmitting them to the younger generation?  

 

3. What is the intrinsic difference between the passage in Shabbat wherein appears Hillel’s 

definition of the essence of the Tora, and the examples of God’s Attributes in Sota? Are they 

complementary to each other, or do they address diametrically opposite ideas? Explain. 

Practical applications of the source:  

1.   Which values do you think are most important for your children to internalize and in 

accordance with they should live their lives? If there are several, how would you prioritize 

them? Why?  

2.   What have you done to try to promote such values in your family?  

   


