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Raising Children Unit I 

Sukka 42a; RaMBaM, Mishneh Tora, Hilchot Talmud Tora 1:6 The Mitzva of Chinuch (educating children) 

in its narrowest sense. 

  ב-א עמוד מב דף סוכה
 : רבנן תנו
 קטן
  2,בלולב 1חייב - לנענע היודע( 1      

 
  3,בציצית חייב - להתעטף( 2

 
  4.תפילין לו לוקח אביו - תפילין לשמור( 3
 
 . שמע קריאתו תורה לומדו אביו - לדבר יודע( 4
 

 
 ? היא מאי "תורה"
 משה לנו צוה תורה")דברים לג:ד( : המנונא רב אמר -

  5".יעקב קהלת מורשה
 
 

 
 ? היא מאי "שמע קריאת"

Sukka 42a-b 
Our Rabbis taught:  
A minor  

1) who knows how to wave (the Lulav) is 
subject to the obligation of the Lulav; 

2) (if he knows how) to wrap himself (with the Tallit), 
he is subject to the obligation of Tzitzit; 

3)  (if he knows how) to look after Tefillin, his father 
must acquire Tefillin for him;  

4)  if he is able to speak, his father must teach him 
Tora and the reading of the Shema.  

 
What (in this context) could be meant by “Tora”?  
— R.Hamnuna replied, (The Scriptural verse 

Devarim 33:4) “Moshe commanded us a 
Law, an inheritance of the congregation of 
Yaakov.” 

What )in this context( is meant by the “Shema”? —  
 

                                                           
1 Since the individual is a minor, he is not as yet personally obligated in these Commandments, but rather should 
begin to be educated in them by an adult, usually his parent. 
2 Because a minor is not considered to be able to own anything or to cause anyone else to acquire something 
according to Halacha, and because on the first day of Sukkot, one must own the Arba Minim in order to fulfill the 
Mitzva, care must be taken when allowing a minor to use one’s Arba Minim. Naturally if he has his own, all of 
these problems are avoided. See a discussion of this problem along with relevant sources in 
http://www.eretzhemdah.org/newsletterArticle.asp?lang=en&pageid=48&cat=7&newsletter=192&article=667  
3 No distinction is made in the Gemora between a Tallit Katan and a Tallit Gadol. It is possible that this is a function 
of the types of dress that was extent at the time that this Baraita was composed.  
4 Given both the need to keep Tefillin ritually “pure”—they contain scrolls which are written with holiness and 
include the Name of HaShem—as well as the cost of Tefillin, it is notable that the child’s level of organizational 
skills and responsibility come into play. On the other hand, whereas our custom is acquire for a child and allow him 
to practice putting on Tefillin relatively close to his Bar Mitzva, this source would suggest that in the case of a 
mature child, the time for him to begin to put on Tefillin is far earlier. Perhaps we simply have that much less 
confidence in a younger child than was the case during the times of the Gemora. Of course, plenty of children who 
reach the age of Bar Mitzva are quite irresponsible and immature. But then we no longer can call this an exercise in 
Chinuch on the part of the parent, but rather the Tora obligation that has been placed on the individual young 
person.  
5 It would seem that reciting a verse from the Tora, regardless of its content, is a very minimalist standard of 
Talmud Tora, even for R. Shimon bar Yochai in Menachot 99b who established an absolute minimum as follows: 

R. Yochanan said in the name of R. Shimon b. Yochai: Even though a man but reads the “Shema” 
morning and evening he has thereby fulfilled the precept of (Yehoshua 1:8) “(This book of the  

law) shall not depart out of thy mouth”. 

For this reason, R. Lichtenstein refers in his article on raising children (http://etzion.org.il/en/raising-children fn. 1) 
to the comments of RaMBaM, Mishneh Tora, Hilchot Talmud Tora 1:6, cited above. 

 

http://www.eretzhemdah.org/newsletterArticle.asp?lang=en&pageid=48&cat=7&newsletter=192&article=667
http://etzion.org.il/en/raising-children
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  6.ראשון פסוק
 

 ,טהרות גופו על אוכלין - גופו לשמור היודע( 5
 

 
  7.טהרות ידיו על אוכלין - ידיו את לשמור( 6
 
 
 
 - הרבים ברשות, טמא ספיקו - היחיד ברשות, לישאל היודע( 7

  8.טהור ספיקו
 

 
 
  9.הגרנות בבית תרומה לו חולקין -כפיו לפרוס היודע( 8
 
 
 
  10.משחיטתו אוכלין - לשחוט היודע( 9
 

 
 

 . גביו על עומד שגדול והוא: הונא רב אמר
 
 
 
 

 ארבע רגליו וממימי מצואתו מרחיקין - דגן כזית לאכול יכול( 10
  11.אמות

 
 
 

 . פרס אכילת בכדי לאוכלו שיכול והוא: חסדא רב אמר
 

The first verse. 
 

5) If (the minor) knows how to take care of his body, 
we may eat food that has been prepared in ritual 
purity though his body (touched it); 

6) if he knows how to take care of hands, we may eat 
food that has been prepared in ritual purity even 
though his hands  
(touched it).  

7) If he knows how to answer (questions on 
whether he touched any ritual  
uncleanliness), a doubtful case on his part 
that occurs in a private domain is regarded as 
unclean, but if in a public domain as clean. 

 8) If he knows how to spread out his hands (in priestly 
benediction), Teruma may be shared out to him in 
the threshing floors.  

  
9) If he knows how to slaughter (animals ritually) we 

may eat from (the meat of animals) which he has 
slaughtered.  

 
R. Huna explained: This applies only where an adult 

was standing by his side (when he performed the 
act). 

 
10) If (a child) is able to eat an olive size of (bread 

made of) corn, one must remove oneself a 
distance of at least four cubits from his excrement 
or urine. 

 
R. Chisda explained: This applies only where the 

child is able to consume it 

                                                           
6 With regard to the minimal fulfillment of Shema there is also a disagreement whether it is the first verse 
(Devarim 6:4) or the first paragraph (Devarim 6:4-9.) See for e.g., the page layout where the first paragraph 
appears in much smaller typeface than the standard text, and the instructions in Siddur Koren, p. 39. The typeset in 
the ArtScroll Siddur (p. 28-9), which is only slightly smaller than the standard text, implies more strongly that the 
first paragraph perhaps should be included in the minimal fulfillment, but the instructions to the pray-er are 
essentially the same as in Siddur Koren. 
7 Because of the principle “Yadayim Askaniot Hein” (the hands are always moving and touching various things), it is 
assumed that it is more difficult to keep one’s hands from being involved in ritual impurity than one’s body.  
8 See Sota 28a.  
9 This would obviously only apply to a child who is a male Kohen. 
10 The position regarding ritual slaughter in this Baraita would appear to be that no particular Kavana (intent) is 
required in order to convey upon the meat of the animal the status of edibility, as long as the act is technically 
correct. 
11 This matter appears to have to do more with physical maturity rather than intellectual or emotional stages of 
development.  
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 שאינו פי על אף, ובגדול  :ייבא דרב בריה חייא רב אמר

 , פרס אכילת בכדי לאכול יכול
  ".מכאוב יוסיף ,דעת ויוסיף" דכתיב

 
 

 
 
 

 , הפסח את עליו שוחטין - צלי כזית לאכול יכול( 11
  ".אכלו לפי איש" שנאמר

 
 

 , אכילה לברר שיכול עד: אומר יהודה רבי
 ? כיצד

  . ונוטלו אגוז, וזורקו צרור לו נותנין

in the time (which it takes an ordinary adult) to 
eat half a loaf. 

R. Chiya the son of R. Yeiba observed:  
But in the case of an adult [the law applies) 
even if he cannot eat it in the time (which it 
takes a normal person) to eat half a loaf, since it 
is written, (Kohelet 1:18) “He that increaseth 
knowledge increaseth sorrow.” 

 
11) If (a child) can eat an olive of roast meat, the 

Paschal lamb may be slaughtered on his behalf, as 
it is said, (Shemot 12:4) “According to the eating of 
every man.” 
R. Yehuda ruled: (This is not allowed) until he is 
able to pick out an eatable.  
In what manner?  
— If he is given a splinter, he throws it away; if he 
is given a nut, he eats it. 

 

 ו הלכה א פרק תורה תלמוד הלכות ם"רמב
  ?תורה ללמדו חייב אביו מאימתי

 , ”ישראל שמע”ו ”משה לנו צוה תורה“ מלמדו לדבר משיתחיל
 
 

 בן או שש בן שיהיה עד פסוקים פסוקים מעט מעט מלמדו ,כך ואחר
 , בוריו לפי הכל שבע

 
  12.התינוקות מלמד אצל ומוליכו

RaMBaM, Mishneh Tora, Hilchot Talmud Tora 1:6 
At what age is a father obligated to teach (his son) Tora? 
When he begins to speak, he should teach him (Devarim 

33:4) “Tora Tziva Lanu Moshe...” and (Devarim 6:4) 
“Shema Yisrael...”   

Afterwards, he should teach him (selected verses), little by 
little, verse by verse, until he is six or seven - depending 
on his health  

– (at which time) he should take him to a teacher of young 
children. 

 

Questions for thought and discussion: 

1. The eleven categories mentioned in the Gemora apparently for the most part (I think that 

#10 is the outlier in the list—see fn. 11) correspond to stages in intellectual and emotional 

development on the part of a child. Do you believe that they are listed in chronological 

sequence, or is there some other order informing the decisions as to how to list these 

categories? 

2. Several of the categories listed have to do with living a life of Tahara (ritual purity), 

something that our all being considered to be contaminated with Tumat Meit (the ritual 

impurity precipitated by contact with the human dead) which can only be removed by 

sprinkling water mixed with the ashes of the Para Aduma (the red heifer), precludes, since 

the Temple and its sacrifices would be required in order to reinstitute this purification 

                                                           
12 RaMBaM apparently assumes that whatever the parent’s good intentions, at a certain point the child should 
study with someone who himself is Judaically well-educated in a full-time setting, rather than remain the student 
of the parent alone.  
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practice. Should anything be considered to be presently in lieu of these practices, in the vein 

of Netilat Yadayim (ritual washing of the hands) before consuming bread, reminiscent of 

how the Kohanim got themselves ready to eat Teruma, so that children’s gradual maturity 

could be reflected in the gradual increase in Halachic responsibilities that we give to them?  

3. Many of these categories apply to boys rather than girls. Should there be comparable 

markers for growth and development for girls, or does this parallel the discussion 

concerning whether girls are even in need of Mitzvot Aseh SheHaZeman Geraman (positive 

Commandments that are functions of time) from which women are exempted, at least 

according to the explanation of R. Shimshon Rafael Hirsch.13  

4. Paralleling question 2, the Baraita mentions a father teaching Tora and Tefilla to his 

children. Should the mother consider herself precluded from such a process? What if she is 

more knowledgeable than her spouse? How could husband and wife work in 

complementary fashion in order to achieve this goal? 

5. RaMBaM suggests a curricular approach, i.e., “teach the child selected verses little by little 

until the child is of school age,” even for parents regarding how children ought to be 

educated. What verses would you include in such a program?  

Practical applications of the source:  

1.    Because this Baraita is so much concerned with a child’s stages of development, it brings to 

the fore the observation in Mishlei 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go, and even 

when he is old, he will not depart from it.” If you have been blessed with several children, 

how has being sensitive to their various rates of development and abilities been reflected in 

the Jewish education that you have self-consciously provided for them?  

                                                           
13 It seems to us much more likely that the Torah did not impose these Mitzvot on women because it did not 
consider them necessary to be demanded from women… The Tora takes it for granted that our women have 
greater fervor and more faithful enthusiasm for their religious calling, and that they are in less danger than men of 
falling prey to the temptations that they encounter in the course of their lives. Accordingly, it was not necessary 
for the Torah to give women these repeated reminders to remain true to their calling, and warnings against 
moments of weakness, in contrast to men. (Rav S. R. Hirsch, VaYikra 23:43) 


