
73 
 

Raising Children Unit 18 

 Beraishit, BaMidbar, BaMidbar Rabba. The responsibilities, joys and assumptions of raising children. 

In his talk on raising children (http://etzion.org.il/en/raising-children ) R. Lichtenstein concludes:  

As I mentioned, when my sons were in high school, I used to devote several nights a week to 
learning with them.  Once I met one of the Ramim at their high school, and he remarked, “What 
a wonderful thing!  As busy as you are, you find time to come learn with your sons.”  I looked at 
him, and could not understand: “If I can’t find time to learn with my sons, for what will I find 
time?  What is my time for?”  But he did not seem to understand a word of what I had told him, 
so I let it be. 
  
There is a selfish aspect to this as well.  We look at our children as a continuation of ourselves, 
and rightly so.  Yet one has to be very careful not to overdo the selfish element.  There are 
parents who destroy their children because they want their children to do what they themselves 
could not do.  I know a woman who wanted to go Barnard College but was not accepted; she 
made her daughter go there, even though the daughter really wanted to go to Stern 
College.  You have to be able to see things from the perspective of the child, without losing your 
own perspective.  It is not simple.  Again, it comes back to the question of authority and the love: 
to see things from the vantage point of the child while maintaining your vantage point, 
representing values and representing a certain world order. 
  
Overall, parenting is a tall order, but it generates some of the most beautiful days in your life.  In 
a sense, it is the small things, the really small things, that can matter most.  When my youngest 
son, Shai, was ten, we had occasion to visit my sister in Kiryat Shmuel, which is on the northern 
outskirts of Haifa.  One summer day, the rest of the family went away, and he and I were left 
home alone.  Since Kiryat Shmuel is about ten kilometers from Akko, I suggested bicycling to 
Akko.  We rode up to Akko and came back by train.  One may ask: what is the value of riding a 
bicycle or taking the train?  Yet it was, for him and for me – without exchanging words at the 
time – a formative, bonding experience, trivial as it may seem.  Sometimes, within the context of 
a relationship, it is the trivial things that are most profoundly meaningful.  Without being 
bombastic about it, without blowing anything out of proportion, that is where bonds are forged 
and relationships are developed.  And you have to start when they are young. 
 

In the family of Rav Ahron Soloveichik z”l, the first three children were boys, born relatively 
close together.  At the Bar Mitzva of one of his sons, Rav Ahron quoted his mother – an idea he 
later found in Chizkuni1 – about the reason for Levi’s name: “This time my husband will 
accompany me” (Bereishit 29:34).  Why did Leah think that specifically “this time” her husband 
would accompany her?  He quoted the midrash that the children were born to Leah in very 
short order, after seven-month pregnancies.  When the first child was born, Leah figured she 
would take care of him; Yaakov was busy with other things.  When the second child was born, 
she could still carry them both on her own, one child in each arm.  But then, soon after, Levi 
arrived, and she said, “This time my husband will accompany me”: now Yaakov has no choice, 
for she only has two arms.  Rav Ahron mentioned this because he had very much liked the 
Midrash on the verse, “For from the top of rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him” 
(Bamidbar 23:9): “‘Rosh Tzurim’ – these are the fathers; ‘Geva’ot’ – these are the mothers” 
(Bamidbar Rabba 20:19), which expresses the concept of differing roles in parenting for the 
mother and the father (an idea less popular nowadays).  When his children were born, he 

                                                           
1 R. Hezekiah b. Manoah lived in the 13th century in France or Provenzia. He was famous for his volume Chizkuni 
on the Tora, an anthology of Midrashim and earlier commentaries, including RaShI (the only one mentioned by 
name), RaShBaM, R. Yoseph Bechor Shor, and many others… Bar Ilan CD ROM. 

http://etzion.org.il/en/raising-children
http://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.29.34?lang=he-en
http://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.29.34?lang=he-en
http://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.23.9?lang=he-en
http://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.23.9?lang=he-en
http://www.sefaria.org/Bemidbar_Rabbah.20.19?lang=he-en
http://www.sefaria.org/Bemidbar_Rabbah.20.19?lang=he-en
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figured his wife would take care of them as infants, and when they were ready to learn Gemara, 
he would enter the picture.  But he soon came to see how wrong he was.  When I was in his 
Shiur in Yeshivat Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, his first child was born, and he used to come to yeshiva 
with diaper pins still in his shirt pocket.  You cannot start being an involved parent too early.  
  
But you do not play the professional parent; you play the human parent, who works at 
parenting out of the depth of his love and commitment: the love of the child, the love of the 
family, and the love of God. 
  
Let me close with a brief anecdote.  On Yom HaAtzmaut 1973, just prior to Yom Kippur War, 
there was a big military parade up Keren HaYesod Street in Jerusalem.  We were new olim, 
having just come in 1971, and we took our children to see the parade.  We went to the home of 
someone who lived on Keren HaYesod, up to their porch, and watched the parade with a 
number of other people.  On this porch we met a Mr. Cohen from Cardiff, Wales.  Cardiff is not 
Bnei Brak, yet all of Mr. Cohen’s children were religious and all of his grandchildren were 
religious. He himself was not a Rav but a simple layman; many Tora giants did not merit what 
Mr. Cohen did.  My wife and I asked him, “Mr.  Cohen, how did you raise such a family?”  He 
responded in Yiddish, “To raise children properly, you need two things: good judgment, Seichel, 
and Divine Assistance, Siyata DiShemaya; and to have Seichel, you also need Siyata Di-
Shemaya.”  
  
However, even if Siyata DiShemaya, your heart has to be in the right place.  You have to be 
willing to give, and willing to receive.  Family life is all about giving and receiving reciprocally, to 
children, to parents, to a spouse, in all areas of life.  Superficially regarded, raising children is 
massive giving.  But I tell you that it is massive receiving, but massive!  The Nachat are beyond 
words. 

 

 

  כט פרק בראשית
ַהר( לד) ֶלד עֹוד   ַוַתַּ֣ ַּ֣ ן   ַות  אֶמר ב  ה ַות ֹּ֗ ָּ֤ ַעםַּ֙  ַעת  ֶוָּ֤ה ַהַפַּ֙  ִיל 

י ִאיִשיַּ֙  ַלַ֔ ְדִתי א  י־י ַלַ֥ ה ֖לֹו ִכִּֽ ַּ֣ ים ְשֹלש  ִנִ֑ ן ב  ַ֥  ַעל־כ 
א־ְש֖מֹו ִּֽ ר  י ק  ִוִּֽ  :ל 

 
   י"רש
 שהאמהות לפי - אשי ילוה הפעם( לד)

 שבטים עשר ששנים ויודעות ,היו נביאות
 , ישא נשים וארבע ,מיעקב יוצאים

 שהרי, עלי פה פתחון לו אין מעתה" :אמרה
 ":בבנים חלקי כל נטלתי

 
  חזקוני

 הייתי ,עכשיו עד --אלי אישי ילוה( לד)
  .ידי בשתי בני שני מנהלת

 אישי יצטרך ,שלישי בן לו שנולד ועכשיו
 .לנהלם לי לסייע

 
   ם"מלבי

 שהשנאה אחר --הפעם עתה( לה - לד)
 ,אלי ילוה הזאת הפעם י"שע ראוי, שככה

 

Beraishit 29:34 
And she conceived again, and bore a son; and said: “Now this time will my 

husband be joined unto me, because I have borne him three sons.” 
Therefore was his name called Levi. 

 
RaShI s.v HaPa’am Yelaveh Ishi 
Because the foremothers were prophetesses, and they knew that twelve 

tribes would be born to Yaakov, and that he would marry four wives (3 x 4 
= 12, therefore each wife would bear at least three children).  

She said: Now he (Yaakov) will have nothing to complain about concerning 
me, because I have fulfilled my entire quota with respect to children.  

 
Chizkuni s.v. Yelaveh Ishi Eilai 
Until this point, I would take care of two children with my two hands. 
And now that I have a third child, my husband will have to help me 

take care of them (since I have “run out of hands”). 
 

MaLBIM s.v. Ata HaPa’am 
After the hatred diminished, it is appropriate that this time, he will be joined 

to me. 
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 שמו וקרא ,לזה והסכים ,דבריה שמע ויעקב 
 , לוי

 
 מעניני דבר לחדש לה היה לא ,הרביעי ובבן

 :טוב כי' לה להודות רק ;אישה

And Yaakov heard her words, and agreed to this, and called his name “Levi” 
(his giving this name based upon Leah’s words indicated that he agreed 
with her assessment of the situation).  

And with respect to the fourth son, she no longer had to indicate anything 
concerning her husband (as she did in terms of the names of the first 
three), only to give thanks to HaShem because He Is Good.  

 

  כג פרק במדבר
אש( ט) ר ָּ֤ י־מ  ּנּו ֻצִריםַּ֙  ִכִּֽ ֖עֹות ֶאְרֶאַ֔ ּנּו ּוִמְגב  ֶהן־ ֲאשּוֶרִ֑

םַּ֙  ד ע  ַּ֣ ד  ן ְלב  א ּוַבגֹוִי֖ם ִיְשכ ַ֔ ב ל ַ֥ ִּֽ  :ִיְתַחש 
 
 
 

   י"רש
 מסתכל אני - אראנו צרים מראש כי( ט)

 רואה ואני, שרשיהם ובתחלת בראשיתם
 הללו וגבעות כצורים וחזקים מיוסדים אותם

 :ואמהות אבות י"ע
 

  , ס' יטכ פרשה בלק פרשת( וילנא) רבה במדבר
  א"ד
  אבות אלו --"מראש כי“

 ...הן אמהות אלו --"ומגבעות"
 

   בחיי רבינו
, האבות אלו", צורים( "תנחומא: )המדרש ד"וע...

 . השבטים אלו", ומגבעות"
 

, להרים נמשלים שהם לפי" צורים" האבות וקרא
 ריב את הרים שמעו( "ב, ו מיכה: )שנאמר

 את ריב קום( "א, ו מיכה: )וכתיב'", ה
 ", ההרים

 האמונה וראש להם ראש אברהם שהיה ולפי
 ". צורים ראש" הכתוב קראו לכך, והיחוד

 
 הם כי" גבעות" יעקב שבטי עשר לשנים וקרא

 שהגבעות כשם, האבות ממדרגת למטה
 . הגדולים מהצורים למטה

 
   הטורים בעל

 שנבראו רואה אני. אראנו צורים מראש כי( ט)
 רמז א"ח ש"יל) והצורים העולם שברא קודם
 (:תשסו

 
   יצחק תולדות

 ברכות השלש שאלו נראה, אראנו צורים מראש כי
 שלשה כנגד הם ,לישראל בלעם שבירך
 , אבות

 , לאתון שנראה פעמים בשלשה לו שרמז כמו

BaMidbar 23:9 
For from the top of the rocks/mountains  I see him, and from the hills I 

behold him:  
Lo, it is a people that shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the 

nations. 
 

RaShI s.v. Ki BeRosh Tzurim Erenu 
I look at their beginnings and their roots, and I see that they are established 

and strong like these mountains and hills, because of their Forefathers and 
Foremothers.   

 
BaMidbar Rabba Parashat Balak, Chapter 20:19 

Another interpretation:  
“From the top”—these are the Forefathers; “And from the hills”—
these are the Foremothers… 

 
Rabbeinu Bachaya 
…And according to the Midrash (Tanchuma):  
“Tzurim”—these are the Forefathers;  
“U’MiGeva’ot”—these are the tribes.  
And the Forefathers are called “Tzurim” (mountains) because they are 

compared to mountains, as it is said, (Micha 6:2) “Listen O 
mountains the dispute of HaShem,” and it is written, (Ibid. 1) “Arise, 
contend thou before the mountains.”  

And because Avraham was their first (Forefather) and the initiator of 
belief (in God) and His Oneness, therefore the verse refers to him as 
the “highest of the mountains.”  

And the twelve tribes of Yaakov are referred to as “Geva’ot” because 
they are lower than the level of the Forefathers, just as hills are 
lower than the tall mountains.   

 
Ba’al HaTurim s.v. Ki MeiRosh Tzurim Erenu 
I see that they were created before the world and the mountains 

(Yalkut Shimoni, Part I, #766).  
 
Toldot Yitzchak s.v. Ki MeiRosh Tzurim Erenu 
It would appear that these three blessings with which Bila’am blessed 

the Jewish people, correspond to the three Forefathers,  
Just as this is hinted at in the three times that HaShem/an Angel 

Appeared to the donkey.  



76 
 

 ",אראנו צורים מראש כי" אמר אברהם כנגד
 ואני ,הזאת האומה בשרשי מעיין אני: פירוש
 , וגבעות כצורים חזקים ששרשיהם רואה

 
 , והאמהות ויעקב יצחק אברהם והוא

 
[ א נא ישעיה] שנאמר "צור" נקרא שאברהם

 , אברהם שהוא "חוצבתם צור אל הביטו"
 , שרה והיא "נוקרתם בור מקבת ואל"

 אברהם אל והביטו"[ ב פסוק] אחריו שפירש וזהו
 :קראתיו אחד כי תחוללכם שרה ואל אביכם

 
 

   הירש ר"רש
 גבוהה תצפית מנקודת'. וגו צרים מראש - כי( ט)

 הוא עדיין נמוך ממקום ;קרוב נראה הדבר
 . רחוק נראה

 זה אל זה מתקרבים מרוחקים שמקומות כדרך
 , ממרום הצופה לעיני

 . בזמנים גם הדבר כן
 על התעלות כדי תוך - בהיסטוריה המתבונן

 ,אחת בסקירה שנים מאות סוקר - תקופתו
 

 של המציאות קרקע על עומד כשהצופה אולם
 זה מרוחקים נראים המאורעות הרי, ההווה
 .מזה

 הנעלם את הרואה למרחוק המבט הוא" שּור"
  ...אחרים מעיני

 עתיד והנה, הזה העם את רואה אני": אומר הוא
 יהיה לא הדבר; ייעודו חזון את להשיג הוא

 התפתחות במסגרת אך, הקרוב בעתיד
    ..."רחוק איננו העתיד העתים

Referring to Avraham, he (Bila’am) said: “Because from the top of the 
rocks I see him,” meaning I have looked into the sources of this 
people, and I see their roots to be strong  like the mountains and 
the hills, 

And this is a reference to Avraham, Yitchak, and Yaakov and the 
Foremothers, 

Because Avraham is called “Tzur” as it is said, (Yeshayahu 51;1) “Look 
towards the ‘Tzur’ from which you have been quarried,”  

“and to the hole of the pit from whence ye were digged”—this is Sara. 
And this is what is explained afterwards (in the next verse) “Look unto 

Avraham your father, and unto Sara that bore you for when he was 
but one I Called him…” 

 
R. S.R. Hirsch s.v. Ki MeiRosh Tzurim VeGomer 
From a high vantage point, the thing looks near; from a lower place it still 

looks far away, 
In the way that places that are distant from one another, appear closer to 

each other in the eyes of someone looking at them from afar. 
So is the matter even in terms of time. 
An individual who thinks about history—in the interests of trying to draw 

conclusions regarding his own time—surveys hundreds of years in a single 
sweep. 

However, when the viewer stands in the middle of the present, the events 
appear to be very distant from one another.  

 
“Shur” (BaMidbar 23:9-- “Ashureno”) is the long view, of one who sees what is 

hidden from the eyes of others… 
He says: Behold I see this people, and in the future it will realize the vision of 

its purpose; this will not occur in the near future, yet from the perspective 
of the evolution of time, the future is not all that distant… 

 

Questions for thought and discussion: 

1. Why could it be said that MaLBIM is closer to Chizkuni than RaShI in his interpretation of 

Beraishit 29:34? Why could RaShI argue that the subsequent description of the relationship 

between Yaakov and Leah bears out his interpretation more than that of Chizkuni and 

MaLBIM? Why could they counter by saying this is what Leah hoped for, even if it didn’t 

play out in reality? 

2. By citing Chizkuni, was R. Ahron Soloveitchik in the anecdote quoted by R. Lichtenstein, 

showing preference for this interpretation in contrast to the others? What does such a 

citation suggest for how a person can apply the Tora learning that he does, even when it 

involves contradictory interpretations of a verse or Halacha, to real-life situations?    

3. While R. Lichtenstein states that R. Ahron Soloveitchik thought that the verse in BaMidbar 

suggests different parenting roles for fathers and mothers, none of the commentaries cited 

above offer such an interpretation.  What does that say with respect to a person’s thinking 
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independently when studying Tora and coming up with a perspective that to the best of his 

ability to tell, is his own innovative idea?  

4. Rabbeinu Bachaya and Toldot Yitzchak interpret the verse in such a manner that the 

Foremothers are not mentioned, even though the Forefathers are. Is this necessarily a 

diminution for the role that mothers play in the upbringing of their children, and by 

implication, the entire nation?  

5. According to those who do find references to the Foremothers, is comparing them to “hills” 

or all the more so “pits” as compared to “mountains” insensitive, particularly from our 

more egalitarian vantage point? How should basically paternalistic texts be parsed today? 

Practical applications of the sources:    

1.  In this final passage of his Sicha, R. Lichtenstein mentioned the following things that 

good parenting entails: 

a. The investment of quality time;  

b. Carefully avoiding making your children do the things that you wish you had 

done; 

c. Looking for bonding experiences; 

d. Fathers and mothers playing equal roles as much as possible in childrens’ 

upbringing;  

e. The application of “Seichel”;  

f. Willingness to both give and receive.  

Can you give examples from your own family life how you have tried to fulfill one 

or more of these values?  


