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Purim 5776 

(Based upon a 5750 Sicha by R. Aharon Lichtenstein, Z”L:  

“Because They Partook of the Feast of the Wicked One” 

http://etzion.org.il/en/sin-root-purim-story ) 

(Developed by Yaakov Bieler) 

1. Natural and rational explanation for how events came about based upon the biblical text:  

Esther 3:1-10  

a) 1 After these things did king Achashvierosh promote Haman the son of Hamedata the 

Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that were with him.  

b) 2 And all the king's servants, that were in the king's gate, bowed down, and prostrated 

themselves before Haman; for the king had so commanded concerning him. But Mordecai 

bowed not down, nor prostrated himself before him. 3 Then the king's servants, that were in 

the king's gate, said unto Mordecai: “Why transgressest thou the king's commandment?” 4 

Now it came to pass, when they spoke daily unto him, and he hearkened not unto them, that 

they told Haman, to see whether Mordecai's words would stand; for he had told them that he 

was a Jew. 5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not down, nor prostrated himself 

before him, then was Haman full of wrath.  

c) 6 But it seemed contemptible in his eyes to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they had made 

known to him the people of Mordecai; wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that 

were throughout the whole kingdom of Achashvierosh, even the people of Mordecai. 7 In the 

first month, which is the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Achashvierosh, they cast Pur, 

that is, the lot, before Haman from day to day, and from month to month, to the twelfth 

month, which is the month Adar. {S} 8 And Haman said unto king Achashvierosh: “There is a 

certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of thy 

kingdom; and their laws are diverse from those of every people; neither keep they the king's 

laws; therefore it profiteth not the king to suffer them. 9 If it please the king, let it be written 

that they be destroyed; and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those 

that have the charge of the king's business, to bring it into the king's treasuries.” 10 And the 

king took his ring from his hand, and gave it unto Haman the son of Hamedata the Agagite, the 

Jews' enemy. 11 And the king said unto Haman: “The silver is given to thee, the people also, to 

do with them as it seemeth good to thee.” 

2. ChaZaL’s explanation: 

Megilla 12a 

R. Shimon b. Yochai was asked by his disciples: Why were the enemies of Israel1 in that 
generation deserving of extermination?  
He said to them: Do you answer.  
They said: Because they partook of the feast of that wicked one.2 

                                                           
1 A euphemism for the Jews themselves. Since what is being discussed is something negative, the Talmud is loath 
to explicitly say that it happened to the Jews, even though it actually did.  
2 Esther 1:5,7-8 

5…the king made a feast unto all the people that were present in Shushan the castle, both great and small, 
seven days, in the court of the garden of the king's palace…  7 And they gave them drink in vessels of gold--the 
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 (He said to them): If so, those in Shushan should have been killed,3 not those in other parts? 
They then said: Give your answer.  
He said to them: It was because they bowed down to the image.4 
They said to him: Did God then show them favoritism?5 
He replied: They only pretended to worship,6 and He also only Pretended to Exterminate them;7 

and so it is written, (Eicha 3:33) “For he afflicted not from his heart.” 
3. R. Lichtenstein’s analysis of the Talmudic passage: 

a. “Prostrating oneself before an image”—directing the devotion and loyalty that one 
should direct towards God, towards someone, something else. Betrayal. 

                                                           
vessels being diverse one from another--and royal wine in abundance, according to the bounty of the king. 8 
And the drinking was according to the law; none did compel; for so the king had appointed to all the officers of 
his house, that they should do according to every man's pleasure. 

3 This indicates that at least with respect to the Jews of Shushan, this was a correct answer. However, since all the 
Jews were placed under threat by Haman’s decree, a more encompassing transgression is sought after.  
4 Daniel 3:1-18 

1 Nevuchadnetzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth 
thereof six cubits; he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2 Then Nevuchadnetzar the king 
sent to gather together the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, 
the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nevuchadnetzar 
the king had set up. 3 Then the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the judges, the treasurers, the 
counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the 
image that Nevuchadnetzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nevuchadnetzar had set 
up. 4 And the herald cried aloud: To you it is commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that at what 
time ye hear the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe, and all kinds of music, ye fall down 
and worship the golden image that Nevuchadnetzar the king hath set up; 6 and whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 7 Therefore at that time, 
when all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the 
peoples, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nevuchadnetzar the 
king had set up. 8 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and brought accusation against the 
Jews. 9 They spoke and said to Nevuchadnetzar the king: O king, live forever! 10 Thou, O king, hast made a 
decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, and bagpipe, and all 
kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image; 11 and whoso falleth not down and worshippeth 
shall be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast appointed 
over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not 
regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. {S} 13 Then 
Nevuchadnetzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then were these 
men brought before the king. 14 Nevuchadnetzar spoke and said unto them: Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, that ye serve not my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 15 Now if ye be 
ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, and bagpipe, and all kinds of 
music, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made (, well); but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the 
same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is the god that shall deliver you out of my hands? 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king: O Nevuchadnetzar, we have no need to 
answer thee in this matter. 17 If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us, He will deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and out of thy hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.  

5 If there were Jews who bowed down to the golden idol, thereby becoming culpable for a capital offense, why 
does God eventually Save them from Haman’s decree? 
6 They complied out of fear, therefore they were considered “Anusim” and “Anus Rachmana Patrei” (someone 
acting under duress is exempt for God’s Judgment).  
7 They couldn’t know that Haman’s plan would eventually be thwarted, even though God never Intended to allow 
the plan to come to fruition. 



3 
 

b. “Partaking from the feast of a wicked individual”— 
i. Not a matter of Kashrut: (see below iii. 9) 

 [:מ"ר] אין אונס בשתיה בעל כרחו ,אין אונס ביין נסךאין אונס ביין חי,  -אין אונס 
Megilla 13b 
“Therefore it profiteth not the king to suffer them”-- because they eat 
and drink and despise the throne. For if a fly falls into the cup of one of 
them, he throws it out and drinks the wine, but if my lord the king were 
to touch his cup, he would dash it on the ground and not drink from it. 

ii. First of two problems: The actual partaking in the banquet. 
1. Regular concerns of a normal Jew, i.e., problems of family, sustenance, 

personal and communal challenges have no place.  
2. Only involved in one long continuous series of parties and banquets. 
3. Fits within the context of capital cities and royal palaces where the 

focus was upon festive celebrations. 
A. Caligula (/kəˈlɪɡjələ/) was the popular nickname of Gaius Julius 

Caesar Augustus Germanicus (31 August AD 12 – 24 January AD 
41), Roman emperor (AD 37–41)... There are few surviving 
sources about the reign of Emperor Caligula, although he is 
described as a noble and moderate ruler during the first six 
months of his reign. After this, the sources focus upon his 
cruelty, sadism, extravagance, and sexual perversity, presenting 
him as an insane tyrant. While the reliability of these sources is 
questionable, it is known that during his brief reign, Caligula 
worked to increase the unconstrained personal power of the 
emperor, as opposed to countervailing powers within the 
principate. He directed much of his attention to ambitious 
construction projects and luxurious dwellings for himself, and 
initiated the construction of two aqueducts in Rome: the Aqua 
Claudia and the Anio Novus. During his reign, the empire 
annexed the Kingdom of Mauretania as a province… 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caligula  

B. Louis XV (15 February 1710 – 10 May 1774), known as Louis the 
Beloved (Louis le bien aimé), was a monarch of the House of 
Bourbon who ruled as King of France from 1 September 1715 
until his death… Most scholars believe Louis XV's decisions 
damaged the power of France, weakened the treasury, 
discredited the absolute monarchy, and made it more 
vulnerable to distrust and destruction, as happened in the 
French Revolution, which broke out 15 years after his death. 
Norman Davies characterized Louis XV's reign as "one of 
debilitating stagnation," characterized by lost wars, endless 
clashes between the Court and Parliament, and religious feuds 
…Many scholars argue that Louis was unequal to the high 
expectations of his subjects. Harris says that, "Historians have 
depicted this ruler as one of the weakest of the Bourbons, a do-
nothing king who left affairs of state to ministers while indulging 
in his hobbies of hunting and womanizing." Harris adds that 
ministers rose and fell according to his mistresses' opinions, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA_for_English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_emperor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyrant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Principate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_aqueduct
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aqua_Claudia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aqua_Claudia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anio_Novus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauretania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Mauretania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caligula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Bourbon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Bourbon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_French_monarchs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Revolution
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seriously undermining the prestige of the monarchy… 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_XV_of_France#Image.2C_p
ublic_opinion_and_history  

C. George IV (George Augustus Frederick; 12 August 1762 – 26 
June 1830) was King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and of Hanover following the death of his father, George 
III, on 29 January 1820, until his own death ten years later. From 
1811 until his accession, he served as Prince Regent during his 
father's final mental illness… At the age of 18 he was given a 
separate establishment, and in dramatic contrast with his 
prosaic, scandal-free father, threw himself with zest into a life 
of dissipation and wild extravagance involving heavy drinking 
and numerous mistresses and escapades. He was a witty 
conversationalist, drunk or sober, and showed good, but grossly 
expensive, taste in decorating his palace. The Prince turned 21 
in 1783, and obtained a grant of £60,000 (equivalent to 
£6,451,000 today) from Parliament and an annual income of 
£50,000 (equivalent to £5,376,000 today) from his father. It was 
far too little for his needs – the stables alone cost £31,000 a 
year. He then established his residence in Carlton House, where 
he lived a profligate life. Animosity developed between the 
Prince and his father, who desired more frugal behaviour on the 
part of the heir apparent. The King, a political conservative, was 
also alienated by the Prince's adherence to Charles James Fox 
and other radically inclined politicians... 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_IV_of_the_United_Kingd
om   

4. “…from the point of view of elementary justice, what is going on in this 
country? How many tens of thousands of people have to slave away, day 
and night, in order to allow this corrupt body of ministers, satraps and 
governors to maintain this wanton behavior for half a year?...  
The peasants are bearing the burden of the royal reveling in Shushan, the 
capital.” 

iii. Second of the two problems: Partaking of the banquet of an evil man. 
1. The orgiastic nature of drinking parties.8 
2. Excessive drinking leads to sexual wantonness: 

Megilla 12b 
“On the seventh day, where the king's heart was merry with wine.”--Was 
then his heart not merry with wine until then? —  

                                                           
  א פרק אסתר 8
ַ֤ת( ג) נ  שְׁ לֹוש   בִּ ֔כֹו שָׁ לְׁ מָׁ ה לְׁ ָׂ֣ שָׁ ה עָׁ ת ֔ שְׁ יו מִּ ָ֖ רָׁ ל־שָׁ כָׁ יו לְׁ ָ֑ דָׁ יל׀ ו ֲעבָׁ ָׂ֣ ס ח  ָׂ֣ ר  י פָׁ ד ַ֗ ים ּומָׁ ִ֛ מִּ תְׁ רְׁ פ  ַֽ י ה  ֵ֥ ר  שָׁ ֹות וְׁ ינָ֖ דִּ מְׁ יו ה  ַֽ נָׁ פָׁ  :לְׁ
ֹואת׀( ה) לָׂ֣ מְׁ ים ּובִּ ָׂ֣ מִּ יָׁ ה ה  ל  א ַ֗ ה הָׁ ָׂ֣ שָׁ ְך עָׁ ל  מ ֶּ֡ ם ה  ָׂ֣ עָׁ ל־הָׁ כָׁ ים   לְׁ אִּ צְׁ מְׁ נִּ ן ה  שּוש ַׁ֨ ה בְׁ ָ֜ ירָׁ בִּ דֹול ה  ָּ֧ גָׁ מִּ ן לְׁ ִ֛ טָׁ ד־קָׁ ע  ה וְׁ ָ֖ ת  שְׁ ת מִּ ָׂ֣ ע  בְׁ ים שִּ ָ֑ ר יָׁמִּ ֲחצ ַ֕ ֵ֥ת ב  נ   גִּ

ן ָ֖ ית  ְך בִּ ל  ַֽ מ   :ה 
ם( ט) י ג ַּ֚ ָׂ֣ תִּ ה ו שְׁ כָׁ֔ לְׁ מ  ה ה  ָ֖ תָׁ שְׁ ה עָׁ ָׂ֣ ת  שְׁ ים מִּ ָ֑ שִּ ית נָׁ ֔כּות ב ַּ֚ לְׁ מ  ר ה  ָ֖ ְך ֲאש  ל  ֵ֥ מ  ֹוש ל  ו רַֽ שְׁ  :ֲאח 

  ב פרק אסתר
ש( יח) ע  ְך ו י ַׁ֨ ל  מ ָ֜ ה ה  ָׂ֣ ת  שְׁ ֹול מִּ דַ֗ יו   גָׁ רָׁ ל־שָׁ כָׁ יו לְׁ דָׁ֔ ת ו ֲעבָׁ ָ֖ ה א  ָׂ֣ ת  שְׁ ר מִּ ָ֑ ת  סְׁ ה א  ַ֤ ינֹות   ו ֲהנָׁחָׁ דִּ מְׁ ה ל  שָׁ֔ ן עָׁ ֵ֥ ת  ת ו יִּ ָ֖ א  שְׁ ֵ֥ד מ  י  ְך כְׁ ל  ַֽ מ   :ה 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_XV_of_France#Image.2C_public_opinion_and_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_XV_of_France#Image.2C_public_opinion_and_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_British_monarchs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_of_Great_Britain_and_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_of_Great_Britain_and_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Hanover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_III_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_III_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_regent#Prince_Regent_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carlton_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heir_apparent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_James_Fox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_IV_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_IV_of_the_United_Kingdom
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Rav said: The seventh day was Sabbath, when Israel eat and drink. They 
begin with discourse on the Tora and with words of thanksgiving (to God).  
But the nations of the world, the idolaters, when they eat and drink only 
begin with words of frivolity. And so at the feast of that wicked one.  
Some said: The Median women are the most beautiful, and others said: 
The Persian women are the most beautiful.  
Said Achashveierosh to them: The “vessel” that I use is neither Median 
nor Persian, but Chaldean. Would you like to see her?  
They said: Yes, but it must be naked.— (For man receives measure for 
measure.) 
This (remark) teaches you that the wicked Vashti used to take the 
daughters of Israel and strip them naked and make them work on 
Sabbath. 

3. “The claim against Israel for which they were deserving of destruction 
‘because they partook of the banquet of the evil one’ is based on their 
immersion in this enjoyment. It is founded upon their absorption into a 
society of continuous pleasure, a society whose existential character and 
lifestyle—not to mention the practical ramifications which result from it—
are completely removed from creative labor, manual work and activity. 
This settling into the intensive and all-embracing voluptuousness of 
Achashveirosh’s banquet is the reason for which Israel is deserving of 
destruction.” 

4. There is a debate in Jewish tradition regarding the degree to which the 
elements of asceticism and enjoyment should dictate personal behavior. 
(The institution of being a Nazir, and by extension, the role that fasting 
should play in the observant lifestyle, is a focal point of this debate.)9   But 
this is within the context of a life “founded on productivity and creativity; 
life in which a person sees himself as responsible for giving and not just 
receiving, for creating and not just for squandering.” 

5. Such a lifestyle flies in the face of (Devarim 28:9, et al)10 “You shall walk in 
His Ways.” 

A. (VaYikra 19:23) “And when ye shall come into the land, and shall 
have planted all manner of trees for food, then ye shall count 
the fruit thereof as forbidden; three years shall it be as 
forbidden unto you; it shall not be eaten.” 

VaYikra Rabba 25:3 

                                                           
  ו פרק במדבר 9

 (ה )  י מ  ל־יְׁ ר כָׁ ֶ֣ד  ָׂ֣ ֔רֹו נ  זְׁ ר נִּ ע  ָ֖ ר ת  ֹו לֹא־י ֲעֹבָׂ֣ ל־רֹאשָ֑ את ע  ַֹׁ֨ ל ד־מְׁ ם ע  מִָּ֜ יָׁ יר ה  ַ֤ ר־י זִּ יֹקוָׁק   ֲאש  ש ל  ֹדָׂ֣ ה קָׁ י ֔ הְׁ ל יִּ ֵ֥ ד  ע ג  ר  ָ֖ ר פ  ֵ֥ ע  ֹו שְׁ   רֹאשַֽ
 ומה, "ראשו שער פרע גדל יהיה קדש" שנאמר, קדוש נקרא תעניתב היושב כל, אלעזר רבי אמר - "יהיה קדש"

 ['א א"י תענית]. וכמה כמה אחת על דבר מכל עצמו המצער, "קדוש" נקרא דאח דברמ אלא עצמו ציער שלא זה
 (ח )ל י ֹכָ֖ ָׂ֣ מ  ֹו יְׁ רָ֑ זְׁ ש נִּ ֹדֵ֥ ּוא קָׁ ַֽק הָ֖ יֹקוָׁ ַֽ  :ל 

 שער קדושת הרי, "ראשו שער פרע גדל יהיה קדש"'( ה' פ) אומר כשהוא ?שער קדושת יכול - "'לה הוא קדש"
 [שם] הגוף קדושת זו - "?'לה הוא קדוש? מקיים אני מה הא, אמורה

 (יא )ה ָׂ֣ שָׁ עָׁ ן וְׁ ֹכה ַ֗ ד ה  ַ֤ חָׁ את   א  טָׁ ח  ד לְׁ ָׂ֣ חָׁ א  ה וְׁ ֹעלָׁ֔ ר לְׁ ָׂ֣ פ  כִּ יו וְׁ לָׁ֔ ר עָׁ ֵ֥ ֲאש  א מ  ָ֖ טָׁ ש חָׁ ָ֑פ  נָׁ ל־ה  ש ע  ֵ֥ ד  קִּ ֹו וְׁ ת־רֹאשָ֖ ֹום א  יֵ֥ ּוא ב  הַֽ  :ה 
 נפש באיזה וכי, "הנפש על חטא מאשר עליו וכפר", אומר הקפר אלעזר רבי, תניא - "הנפש על חטא מאשר"

 המצער, חוטא נקרא היין מן אלא עצמו ציער שלא זה ומה, ו"ק דברים והלא, היין מן עצמו שציער אלא ?זה חטא
 '[א' י נדרים] חוטא נקרא תעניתב היושב שכל מכאן, וכמה כמה אחת על ודבר דבר מכל עצמו

10 There are a number of verses in Devarim that all contain forms of this same exhortation. 
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(Devarim 13:5) “After the LORD your God shall ye walk, and 
Him shall ye fear, and His Commandments shall ye keep, 
and unto His Voice shall ye hearken, and Him shall ye serve, 
and unto Him shall ye cleave.” But is it possible for flesh and 
blood to “walk after the Holy One, Blessed Be He,” He about 
Whom is written, (Tehillim 77:20) “Thy Way was in the sea, 
and Thy Path in the great waters, and Thy Footsteps were 
not known”? And you say, “After the LORD your God shall 
ye walk… and unto Him shall ye cleave”? And is it possible 
for flesh and blood to rise up to Heaven and cling to the 
Divine Presence, Him about Whom is written, (Devarim 
4:24) “For the LORD thy God Is a Devouring Fire, a Jealous 
God.” And it is written, (Daniel 7:9) “I beheld till thrones 
were placed, and One that was ancient of days did Sit: His 
Raiment was as white snow, and the Hair of His Head like 
pure wool; His Throne was fiery flames, and the Wheels 
thereof burning fire.” And it is written (Ibid. 10) “A fiery 
stream issued and came forth from before Him; thousand 
thousands ministered unto Him, and ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before Him; the judgment was set, and 
the books were opened.” And you say, “…and unto Him 
shall ye cleave”?  
But rather, from the beginning of the Creation of His World, 
the thing that God Engaged in first was Planting. This is 
what is written, (Beraishit 2:8) “And the LORD God Planted 
a garden eastward, in Eden; and there He Put the man 
whom He had Formed.” So too you, when you enter the 
land, you should do nothing other than planting first. This is 
what is written, (VaYikra 19:23) “And when ye shall come 
into the land, and shall have planted all manner of trees…” 

6. When Adam was cursed after having eaten from the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, it was with regard to what he will experience as he carries out his 
existential destiny to be creative and productive, not the fact that he should not 
have to work in the first place. (Beraishit 3:17-19) “17 And unto Adam He Said: 
Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the 
tree, of which I Commanded thee, Saying: Thou shalt not eat of it; cursed is the 
ground for thy sake; in toil shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. 18 Thorns 
also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the 
field. 19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground; for out of it wast thou taken; for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return.”  

7.  God’s Intention when He first Placed Adam and the Garden of Eden: (Ibid. 2:15) 
“And the LORD God Took the man, and Put him into the Garden of Eden to work it 
and to keep it.”  

8.  God’s overall Intention for man’s role in the world: (Yeshayahu 45:18) “For thus 
Saith the LORD that Created the Heavens, He Is God; that Formed the earth and 
made it, He Established it, He Created it not a waste, He Formed it to be 
inhabited/for civilization to be developed: I Am the LORD, and there is none else.” 
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9.  Thinking that as long as one does not violate the dictates of Halacha, every excess 
is permitted, enters into RaMBaN’s category of “Naval B’Reshut HaTora” (the 
abominable one with the ‘permission’ of the Tora): 

  יט פרק ויקרא
ר( ב) ב ֵּ֞ ת ד  ָּ֧ ל־כָׁל־ֲעד  ל א  ִ֛ א  רָׁ שְׁ י־יִּ נ  ֵ֥  בְׁ תָׁ רְׁ מ  אָׁ ם וְׁ ָ֖ ה  ים ֲאל  ָׂ֣ ֹדשִּ ּו קְׁ יָ֑ הְׁ י תִּ ָׂ֣ ֔דֹוש כִּ י קָׁ ָ֖ ֵ֥ק ֲאנִּ ֹקוָׁ ם יְׁ ַֽ  :ֱאֹלקיכ 

    ן"רמב
 באשתו איש יאההב והתירה האסורים ובמאכלים בעריות הזהירה התורה כי ...והענין
 בזמת שטוף להיות מקום (hedonist) התאוה בעל ימצא כ"א, והיין הבשר ואכילת

, הנבלות בכל כרצונו וידבר, למו בשר בזוללי יין בסובאי ולהיות, הרבות נשיו או אשתו
 :התורה ברשות נבל יהיה והנה, בתורה זה איסור הוזכר שלא

 כללי בדבר וצוה, לגמרי אותם שאסר האיסורים שפרט אחרי, הכתוב בא לפיכך
 יהיו שלא( א כב ברכות) שאמרו כענין, במשגל ימעט. המותרות מן פרושים שנהיה
 בקיום הצריך כפי אלא ישמש ולא, כתרנגולין נשותיהן אצל מצויין חכמים תלמידי
 הנזיר( ה ו במדבר) הכתוב שקרא כמו, במיעוטו היין מן עצמו ויקדש. ממנו המצוה
, הטומאה מן עצמו יפריש וכן. ובלוט בנח בתורה ממנו הנזכרות הרעות ויזכור, קדוש
 הארץ עם בגדי( ב יח חגיגה) שהזכירו כענין, בתורה ממנה הוזהרנו שלא פי על אף

. כן גם המת מטומאת בשמרו( ח ו במדבר) קדוש הנזיר שנקרא וכמו, לפרושים מדרס
 שהזכיר כענין, הנמאס הדבור ומן הגסה האכילה ברבוי מהתגאל ולשונו פיו ישמור וגם

 כמה, לפרישות שיגיע עד בזה עצמו ויקדש, נבלה דובר פה וכל( טז ט ישעיה) הכתוב
 :מימיו בטלה שיחה שח שלא חייא רבי על שאמרו

10. While the Messianic period may be devoid of the sort of labor that is intended to 
increase one’s wealth, the engagements leading to creativity and productivity 
will be shifted to another area of human endeavor:  
RaMBaM, Mishneh Tora, Hilchot Melachim, Chapter 12 
Halacha 4 

The Sages and the prophets did not yearn for the Messianic era in order to have 
dominion over the entire world, to rule over the gentiles, to be exalted by the 
nations, or to eat, drink, and celebrate. Rather, they desired to be free to involve 
themselves in Tora and wisdom without any pressures or disturbances, so that 
they would merit the world to come, as explained in Hilchot Teshuvah. 
Halacha 5 

In that era, there will be neither famine or war, envy or competition for good will 
flow in abundance and all the delights will be freely available as dust. The 
occupation of the entire world will be solely to know God. Therefore, the Jews 
will be great sages and know the hidden matters, grasping the knowledge of their 
Creator according to the full extent of human potential, as Yeshayahu 11:9 
states: “The world will be filled with the Knowledge of God as the waters cover 
the ocean bed." 

11.  The work ethic of the inhabitants impressed Avraham when he got his first sight 
of the land of Israel,11 when he contrasted them with what he had been used to 
in the land where he was raised: 
Beraishit Rabba 39:8 

                                                           
11 The apparent assumption of this Midrash is that the land would positively impact whomever was living there, if 
Avraham noted this quality of diligent work in the inhabitants of Israel prior to the Jews’ taking over the land. Yet 
these same people are castigated by the Tora in VaYikra 18:3 as engaging in perverted sexual and idolatrous 
practices. Should we dichotomize and say that people could be rigorously committed to agriculture, but indulge in 
other perversions at the same time?  

http://www.chabad.org/15942#v9
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Said R. Levi: When Avraham was still living in Aram Naharaim and Aram Nachor, 

he saw the people eating and drinking and acting in debauched fashion. He said: 

If only I wouldn’t have a portion in this land. And when he reached the “the 

ladder of Tyre” (Scala Tyriorum, a promontory south of Tyre, from which could 

be seen the land of Israel), he saw the people weeding when it was time to weed, 

hoeing when it was time to hoe. He said: If only my portion will be in this land. 

Said the Holy One, Blessed Be He, to him: “To your offspring I will Give this land.”  

3.  R. Lichtenstein contemporizes this particular lesson of Megillat Esther: 

“Chazal's words are pertinent and applicable to every generation, including our own, in our times 
and in our place. One of the oustanding characteristics of those who started the modern-day 
"return to Zion," and of the State of Israel in its early days, was the serious commitment to toil and 
the concomitant shying away from luxury and excess. There were those who couched this 
phenomenon in ideological terms, like A.D. Gordon12 and others. But even those who had never 
heard of Gordon still lived in this reality and formed part of a society whose moral tone - and in 
particular the value of labor, contributing and creating - was its basic staple. Both ideologically and 
practically, these were the prized possessions of the various waves of aliya, and it is thanks to 
them that a state with a moral character, with ideals, emerged. Even if the ideological system as a 
whole is not one with which we agree, these components - dedication, toil and effort, sweat and 
labor (even if at the time they were drawn from foreign sources) - reflected in some measure the 
insight of Avraham Avinu, who saw the difference between an empty and wanton society, and one 
which invested effort, built and created. 

“To our great sorrow, a significant and serious decline has taken place in this area in recent years. 
The decline from a philosophy and lifestyle of creativity to a world of pleasure-seeking, of 
"partaking of the banquet," is a regrettable process, for which we can only hope for God's 
Forgiveness. This is a process which is overtaking us and which is beginning to characterize our 
society. And lest my words be misunderstood: I have no nostalgic wish for the Jewish nation to live 
in the fashion that the pioneers who drained the swamps did. I am not suggesting, based on some 
retrospective romantic notion, that that same level of material modesty which characterized the 
early years of the state should be maintained forever. I accept completely that as the “cake 
grows,” as economic growth increases, as more creative and productive work become available, 
the standard of living should rise proportionately, such that our lives are made easier and more 
pleasant in real, human terms, to the extent that this may be effectuated in a just way. 

“But this is beside the point. The question isn't whether we should be living today in huts and 
corrugated iron shacks just because that's the way they lived sixty years ago. The question 
concerns our outlook and our aspirations. Do we see labor as a burden, such that our ideal is to 
minimize it and thereby to reach a maximal level of pleasure (reminiscent of the ideal which 
characterizes to such a great extent the culture which exists overseas in the western world, to 
which we are exposed and which influences us)? According to this view, work is boring and one 
should try to escape it. If this escape were in the direction of a Beit Midrash or a synagogue, it 

                                                           
12 Aaron David Gordon (Hebrew: 9 ;אהרן דוד גורדון June 1856 – 22 February 1922), more commonly known as A. D. 
Gordon, was a Zionist ideologue and the spiritual force behind practical Zionism and Labor Zionism. He founded 
Hapoel Hatzair, a movement that set the tone for the Zionist movement for many years to come. Influenced by Leo 
Tolstoy and others, it is said that in effect he made a religion of labor. However, he himself wrote in 1920, "Surely 
in our day it is possible to live without religion..." https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._D._Gordon     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Practical_Zionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Zionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hapoel_Hatzair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_Tolstoy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_Tolstoy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._D._Gordon


9 
 

wouldn't be so bad. But the escape is more often in the direction of clubs and pubs. People try to 
‘forget’ the world, and thereby to escape from constructive, creative work to a world of pleasure, 
desire and reveling. And we know only too well that this pleasure becomes an aspiration; the ideal 
is to keep work to a minimum and to raise the pleasure level to the maximum. This represents a 
problem with one's value system. But in addition there is also a moral problem - from the point of 
view of social justice, which could not tolerate such a philosophy even if Israel ever reached a level 
of ‘luxury,’ of a great abundance of everything, such that the state would no longer rely on the 
generosity of the Jews of other countries” … 

“For those involved in Tora study in particular, the value of creativity and labor take on additional 
significance. Chazal said, 'If you will walk in my statutes' - i.e., if you labor in Torah. This holds a 
double benefit: the value of labor in general, and an additional value in the fact that his labor is in 
the sphere of Tora. We are commanded not just to engage in ‘Yishuv HaOlam’ (settling the world) 
in the physical sense, but in the spiritual sense as well. 

“As Bnei Tora, we have a special obligation to involve ourselves in the world of creativity and 
activity. We have to ensure, to the greatest degree possible, that this creativity takes place within 
the world of Tora - spiritual creativity; creativity which contains some contribution towards the 
realization of the vision of the messianic era. RaMBaM's vision of redemption is far from being 
realized - perhaps because its preconditions have not yet been fulfilled: valuables are not yet 
available like dust, and we still feel external pressures from various sources. But the hope of 
realizing that vision to the extent that we are able is certainly part of our task and our 
responsibility in the present. This vision is what should be standing at the center of our 
consciousness, as part of our contribution to bringing closer the day upon which that wonderful 
prophecy will be realized: ‘And the earth shall be filled with Knowledge of God, like the waters 
cover the sea.’" 

 

   
 

 


