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R. Yaakov Bieler, The Great Principle of the Torah, (Kodesh Press, 2016) Chapter 6 “Lovingkindness” 

 סעיף ד ז פרשה( וילנא) רבה קהלת
 ,"שמואל וימת" (א:האל א' כשמו) אומר אחד כתוב...

 , "מת ושמואל"( ג:כח שם) אומר אחד וכתוב
 --"שמואל וימת", ודאי מיתה --"מת ושמואל" :אסי ר"א

-א:הכ שם' )שנא נבל לענין אלא אמורים הדברים אין
  ."במעון ואיש" "'[וגו] שמואל וימת"( ג

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 מיתת על וטופחין סופדין הכל :נחמן בר שמואל ר"א

  .מרזיחין לו עושה הרשע וזה ,הצדיק
 

 חסד בגמילות הכופר שכל ללמדך :יהודה' ר אמר
 1.בעיקר כופר כאילו

 
 גומל ?עושה היה מה ,השלום עליו ,המלך דוד אבל

  .לכל חסד
 נרדף או רודף או נהרג או הורג' אפי :כן אומר      

 , לצדיק כמו חסד לו אני גומל
 לבי יגל ,בטחתי בחסדך ואני"( ו:גי תהלים) ד"הה

 ".עלי גמל כי' לה אשירה ,בישועתך

Kohelet Rabba 7:4 
One verse states, (I Shmuel 25:1) “’VaYamat Shmuel’ (and he died--Shmuel)”, 

and another verse, (Ibid 28:3) “U’Shmuel Meit’ (and Shmuel died).  
Said R. Asi: “And Shmuel died”—the actual death; “And he died—Shmuel”—

these words are said concerning Naval, as it is said: (Ibid. 25:1-3) “And he 
died—Shmuel; And all Israel gathered themselves together, and lamented 
him and buried him in his house at Rama. And David arose and went down to 
the wilderness of Paran. And there was a man (Naval) in Maon, whose 
possessions were in Carmel; and the man was very great, and he had three 
thousand sheep, and a thousand goats; and he was shearing   his sheep in 
Carmel. (Ibid. 36 And Avigayil came to Naval, and behold he held a feast in his 
house like the feast of a king; and Naval’s heart was merry within him, for he 
was very drunk…”) 

Said R. Shmuel b. Nachman: Everyone mourns and eulogizes as a result of the 
death of a righteous individual (like Shmuel), and yet this evil-doer (Naval) 
makes for himself a party? 

Said R. Yehuda: This is to teach you that anyone who denies the centrality of 
acts of kindness, it is as if he has denied the great principle of Judaism (Kofer 
B’Ikar).  

But King David, peace be upon him, What did he do? He would engage in acts of 
kindness for all. He would say the following: Whether the recently departed 
kills or is killed, pursues or is pursued, I will act towards the individual with 
kindness. (I will eulogize him) as I would do for a truly righteous person. This is 
what is meant by the verse (Tehillim 13:6) “But as for me, in Your Mercy do I 
trust; my heart shall rejoice in Your Salvation. I will sing unto the LORD 
because He has Dealt bountifully with me.”  

 

  א עמוד עט דף יבמות מסכת בבלי תלמוד
 . ונפייסינהו ניקרינהו נתינים

 ויאמר לגבעונים המלך ויקרא" (ו-ב:שמואל ב' כא)“

 את וברכו אכפר ובמה לכם אעשה מה". .."אליהם
 עם וזהב כסף לנו אין הגבעונים לו ויאמרו', ה נחלת
 שבעה לנו יותן" "'וגו איש לנו ואין ביתו ועם שאול

  ".'וגו' לה והוקענום מבניו אנשים
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yevamot 79a 
As to the Netinim (Givonim), however, let them be summoned and we shall 
pacify them.  

(II Shmuel 21:2-6) “And the king called the Givonim, and said unto them--now 
the Givonim were not of the children of Israel, but of the remnant of the 
Emorim; and the children of Israel had sworn unto them; and Shaul sought to 
slay them in his zeal for the children of Israel and Yehuda-- 3 and David said 
unto the Givonim: What shall I do for you? And wherewith shall I make 
atonement, that ye may bless the inheritance of the LORD? 4 And the 
Givonim said unto him: It is no matter of silver or gold between us and Shaul, 
or his house; neither is it for us to put any man to death in Israel. And he said: 
What say ye that I should do for you? 5 And they said unto the king: The man 
(Shaul) that consumed us, and that devised against us, so that we have been 
destroyed from remaining in any of the borders of Israel, 6 Let seven men of 

                                                           
1 Although the phrase “Kofer BeIkar” is idiomatically associated with heresy in general, and denying God’s 
Existence in particular, taken within the context of this discussion, the literal interpretation, i.e., denying an 
essential principle, in my opinion, should also be in play.  
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 . פייסינהו ולא מיפייס

 
, הרחמנים: זו באומה יש סימנים שלשה :אמר

  ...חסדים וגומלי, והביישנין
 להדבק ראוי הללו סימנים שלשה בו שיש כל

 .זו באומה

his sons be delivered unto us, and we will hang them up unto the LORD in 
Givia, of Shaul, the chosen of the LORD.” 

He tried to pacify them, but they would not be pacified. 
He said to them: This nation (Israel) is distinguished by three characteristics—

They are “Rachmanim, Baishanim VeGomlei Chasadim” (merciful, modest and 
benevolent)… Only one who cultivates these three characteristics is fit to join 
this nation.  

 

  הלכה ב י פרק עניים מתנות הלכות ם"רמב
 ולא רע דבר ואין ,הצדקה מן מעני אדם אין לעולם
 (יז:ישעי' לב) שנאמר ,הצדקה בשביל נגלל היזק

 , "שלום הצדקה מעשה והיה"
( יח:דברים יג) שנאמר ,עליו מרחמין ,המרחם כל
 , "והרבך ורחמך רחמים לך ונתן"

 
, ליחסו לחוש יש ,מרחם ואינו אכזרי שהוא מי וכל

ירמי' ) שנאמר ,ם"בעכו אלא מצויה האכזריות שאין
 , "ירחמו ולא המה אכזרי" (מב:נ
 שנאמר ,הם כאחים ,עליהם והנלוה ,ישראל וכל
  ,"יכםקאל' לה אתם בנים" (א:ברים ידד)

 
 עניי ולמי, עליו ירחם מי ,האח על האח ירחם לא ואם

 אותן ששונאין ,ם"הלעכו--עיניהן נושאין ישראל
  ?אחריהן ורודפים

 .לאחיהן אלא תלויות עיניהן אין הא

RaMBaM, Mishneh Tora, Hilchot Matanot Aniyim 10:2 

A person will never become impoverished from giving charity. No harm nor 
damage will ever be caused because of charity, as it is said: (Yeshayahu. 32:17 
"And the deed of charity is peace." 

 Everyone who is merciful evokes mercy from others, as it is said: (Devarim 
13:18) "And He shall Grant you mercy and Shower mercy upon you and 
multiply you."  

Whenever a person is cruel and does not show mercy, his lineage is suspect, for 
cruelty is found only among the gentiles, as it is said: (Yirmiyahu 3:42) "They 
are cruel and will not show mercy."  

The entire Jewish people, and all those who attach themselves to them, are as 
brothers, as it is said: (Devarim 14:1) "You are children unto God your LORD."  

And if a brother will not show mercy to a brother, who will show mercy to him? 
And to whom do the poor of Israel lift up their eyes? To the gentiles who hate 
them and pursue them?  

Behold their eyes are pointed to their brethren alone. 

1. Generally, “acts of kindness” is associated with doing positive things on behalf of other living individuals, as opposed to 

mourning someone who has passed away. How can mourning be considered an act of “Chesed”?  

2. The explicit unkindness of Naval is manifested in the following interaction: 

I Shmuel 25:4-12 

4 And David heard in the wilderness that Naval was shearing his sheep. 5 And David sent ten young men, and David said unto 

the young men: Get you up to Carmel, and go to Naval, and greet him in my name; 6 And thus ye shall say: All hail! and peace 

be both unto thee, and peace be to thy house, and peace be unto all that thou hast. 7 And now I have heard that thou hast 

shearers; thy shepherds have now been with us, and we did them no hurt, neither was there aught missing unto them, all the 

while they were in Carmel. 8 Ask thy young men, and they will tell thee; wherefore let the young men find favor in thine eyes; 

for we come on a good day; give, I pray thee, whatsoever cometh to thy hand, unto thy servants, and to thy son David. 9 And 

when David's young men came, they spoke to Naval according to all those words in the name of David, and ceased. 10 And 

Naval answered David's servants, and said: Who is David? And who is the son of Yishai? There are many servants now-a-days 

that break away every man from his master (a reference to David’s break from Shaul) 11 Shall I then take my bread, and my 

water, and my flesh that I have killed for my shearers, and give it unto men of whom I know not whence they are? 12 So 

David's young men turned on their way, and went back, and came and told him according to all these words. 

Why would the Rabbis omit the explicit unkindness and emphasize something that is based upon a homiletic interpretation 

(Semichut HaParashiut)? 

3. The assumption that Jews have three inherent, defining qualities, i.e., “Rachmanim, Baishanim VeGomlei Chasadim”, appears to 

assume that they begin with these qualities rather than they are expected to develop them (see Study Sheets for Chapter 5—

Yalkut Shimoni, question 3). Is this a racial, genetic argument? How can this be reconciled with the idea of the Jews serving as an 

“Ohr LaGoyim” (light unto the nations)? 

http://www.chabad.org/9977#v18
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