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R.	Yaakov	Bieler,	The	Great	Principle	of	the	Torah,	(Kodesh	Press,	2016)	

Chapter	3	“Paring	the	Torah’s	Principles”	

IV.		

תלמוד בבלי מסכת מכות דף כג עמוד ב כד עמוד א —  
דרש רבי שמלאי: שש מאות ושלש עשר מצות נאמרו לו למשה, שלש מאות וששים וחמש לאוין כמנין ימות 

  החמה, ומאתים וארבעים ושמונה עשה כנגד איבריו של אדם.
"תורה צוה לנו משה מורשה"(דברים לג:ד) אמר רב המנונא: מאי קרא?  שית מאה וחד   1תורה בגימטריא"—

-ב:שמות כ(סרי הוי,    2"אנכי" "ולא יהיה לך" מפי הגבורה שמענום. ג)
 

(סימן: דמשמ"ק ס"ק).    
 

-(תהילים טו:א, דכתיב: עשרהאחת והעמידן על   דודבא  מי יגור באהלך מי ישכון בהר  )ה'("מזמור לדוד ה) 
לא עשה לרעהו רעה  )5לא רגל על לשונו  )4ודובר אמת בלבבו,  )3ופועל צדק  )2הולך תמים  )1קדשך, 

 )10נשבע להרע ולא ימיר,  )9ואת יראי ה' יכבד  )8נבזה בעיניו נמאס  )7וחרפה לא נשא על קרובו,  )6
   עושה אלה לא ימוט לעולם .ושוחד על נקי לא לקח )11כספו לא נתן בנשך 

כתיב: "עושה אלה לא ימוט לעולם"  לכולהוהיה בוכה, אמר: מאן דעביד להו  ,כשהיה ר"ג מגיע למקרא הזה--
הוא דלא ימוט, הא חדא מינייהו ימוט!   

אלה"? "עושה אלה" כתיב, אפילו בחדא מינייהו;  כלאמרו ליה: מי כתיב "עושה   
אלה הוא  כלבהנוגע  ,אלה", התם נמי כל"אל תטמאו ב) ויקרא יח:כד(דאי לא תימא הכי, כתיב קרא אחרינא: 

באחת מכל אלו.  ,דמטמא, בחדא מינייהו לא? אלא לאו באחת מכל אלה, הכא נמי  
 

-(ישעיה לג:טו, דכתיב: ששוהעמידן על  שעיהובא י  מואס בבצע  )3ודובר מישרים  )2הולך צדקות  )1"טז) 
   ...ועוצם עיניו מראות ברע." )6אוטם אזנו משמוע דמים  )5נוער כפיו מתמוך בשוחד  )4מעשקות 

 
עשות  )1"הגיד לך אדם מה טוב ומה ה' דורש ממך כי אם (מיכה ו:ח) , דכתיב: שלשוהעמידן על  מיכהבא 

  ... והצנע לכת עם (ה') אלקיך )3חסד  ואהבת )2משפט 
 

ועשו צדקה".  )2שמרו משפט  )1"כה אמר ה' (ישעיה נו:א) , שנאמר: שתיםוהעמידן על  ישעיהוחזר   
 

דרשוני וחיו".  )1"כה אמר ה' לבית ישראל (עמוס ה:ד) שנאמר:  אחתוהעמידן על  עמוסבא   
מתקיף לה רב נחמן בר יצחק, אימא: דרשוני בכל התורה כולה!   

 
באמונתו יחיה". )1"וצדיק (חבקוק ב:ד) והעמידן על אחת, שנאמר:  חבקוקאלא, בא   

	

Talmud	Bavli	Masechet	Makkot	23b-24a	
R.	Simlai	when	preaching	said:	Six	hundred	and	thirteen	precepts	were	communicated	

to	Moshe,	three	hundred	and	sixty-five	negative	precepts,	corresponding	to	the	
number	of	solar	days	(in	the	year),	and	two	hundred	and	forty-eight	positive	
precepts,	corresponding	to	the	number	of	the	members	of	man's	body.		

																																																													
. 611=  5; "ה" = 200; "ר" = 6; "ו" = 400"ת" = 	1  

2	While	most	of	the	Commandments	mention	God	in	the	third	person,	i.e.,	“He”,	“Him”,	etc.,	the	first	two	of	the	
Ten	Commandments	employ	the	first	person,	i.e.,	“I	Am	the	LORD,	your	God…”,	You	shall	have	no	other	gods	
before	Me”.	Therefore,	Rabbinic	tradition	claims	that	Moshe	transmitted	the	other	Commandments	that	he	was	
taught	by	God.	However,	the	first	two	of	the	Ten	Commendments,	the	people	heard	at	Mt.	Sinai	directly	from	God	
Himself.	Therefore	“Torah”	(611	Commandments)	were	commanded	by	Moshe.	The	number	613	includes	the	two	
that	the	people	heard	from	HaShem.	 
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Said	R.	Hamnuna:	What	is	the	text	for	this?	It	is,	(Devarim	33:4)	“Moshe		commanded	us	
Torah,	an	inheritance	of	the	congregation	of	Yaakov”.	“Torah”	being	in	letter-value	
equal	to	six	hundred	and	eleven,3	“I	Am”	and	“You	shall	have	no	[other	gods]”	(not	
counted	because)	we	heard	from	the	Mouth	of	the	Mighty	One.4	

	
David	came	and	established	them	(the	Torah’s	Commandments)	on	eleven	(principles),	

as	it	is	written,	(Psalm	15)	“A	Psalm	of	David.	LORD,	who	shall	sojourn	in	Your	
Tabernacle?	Who	shall	dwell	in	Your	Holy	Mountain?	—1)	He	that	walks	uprightly,	
and	2)	does	righteousness,	and	3)	speaks	truth	in	his	heart;	that	4)	has	no	slander	
upon	his	tongue,	5)	nor	does	evil	to	his	fellow,	6)	nor	takes	up	a	reproach	against	his	
neighbor,	7)	in	whose	eyes	a	vile	person	is	despised,	but	8)	he	honors	them	that	fear	
the	LORD,	9)	He	swears	to	his	own	hurt	and	changes	not,	10)	He	puts	not	out	his	
money	on	interest,	11)	nor	takes	a	bribe	against	the	innocent.	He	that	does	these	
things	shall	never	be	moved”…		

		
Whenever	R.	Gamaliel	came	to	this	passage	he	used	to	weep,	saying:	(Only)	one	who	

practiced	all	these	shall	not	be	moved;	but	anyone	falling	short	in	any	of	these	
(virtues)	would	be	moved!		

Said	his	colleagues	to	him:	Is	it	written,	(Psalms	15:5)	“He	that	does	all	these	things	
(shall	not	fall)”?	It	reads,	“He	that	does	these	things,”	even	if	only	he	practices	one	
of	these	things	(he	shall	not	be	moved).	For	if	you	say	otherwise,	what	of	that	other	
passage,	(VaYikra	18:24)	“Defile	not	yourselves	in	all	these	things”?	Are	we	to	say	
that	one	who	seeks	contact	with	all	these	ritual	impurities,	he	is	become	
contaminated;	but	if	only	with	one	of	those	ritual	impurities,	he	is	not	
contaminated?	(Surely)	it	can	only	mean	there,	that	if	he	seeks	contact	with	any	one	
of	these	ritual	impurities	he	is	become	contaminated,	and	likewise	here,	if	he	
practices	even	one	of	these	virtues	[he	will	not	be	moved].		

	
Yeshayahu	came	and	established	 (the	Torah’s	 laws)	on	 six	 (principles),	 as	 it	 is	written,	

(Yeshayahu	33:15-16)	“1)	He	that	walks	righteously,	and	2)	 speaks	uprightly,	3)	He	
that	despises	the	gain	of	oppressions,	4)	that	shakes	his	hand	from	holding	of	bribes,	
5)	that	stops	his	ear	from	hearing	of	blood,	6)	and	shuts	his	eyes	from	looking	upon	
evil;	he	shall	dwell	on	High”…	

	
Micha	came	and	established	them	on	three	(principles),	as	 it	 is	written,	(Micha	6:8)	“It	

has	been	told	 to	you,	O	man,	what	 is	good,	and	what	 the	Lord	requires	of	you:	1)	
only	to	do	justly,	and	2)	to	love	mercy	and	3)	to	walk	humbly	before	your	God”…			

		
Again	 came	 Yeshayahu	 and	 established	 them	 on	 two	 (principles),	 as	 it	 is	 said,	

(Yeshayahu	56:1)	“Thus	says	the	Lord,	1)	keep	justice	and	2)	do	righteousness...”.	
	
Amos	came	and	established	them	on	one	(principle),	as	it	is	said,	(Amos	5:4)	“For	so	says	

the	LORD	unto	the	house	of	Yisrael,	1)	seek	Me	and	live”.			
	

																																																													
3	See	fn.	1.	
4	See	fn.	2.		
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To	this	R.	Nachman	b.	Yitzchak	demurred,	saying:	(Might	it	not	be	taken	as)	“Seek	Me	by	
observing	the	whole	Torah	and	live”?	—		

	
But	 it	 is	 Chabakkuk	 who	 came	 and	 established	 them	 on	 one	 (principle),	 as	 it	 is	 said,	

(Chabakkuk	2:4).	“But	the	righteous	shall	live	by	his	1)	faith”.		
	

14. R. Simlai and R. Hamnuna demonstrate the well-known number of 613 Mitzvot, 
is a symbolic number, but does not reflect the true totality of the Torah’s 
Commandments. When RaMBaM wrote his Sefer HaMitzvot, he devotes the 
first twelve chapters to explaining how he chose from among all of the Mitzvot 
which one’s to include in his list of 613. If R. Gamliel was discouraged when he 
thought that fulfilling 11 principles would be impossible, what should be say 
when confronted with 613+ Commandments to carry out? How might the 
answer that his colleagues offer R. Gamliel to console him, apply to the entire 
body of 613+ Mitzvot as well?  

15. When the Gemora states that various Biblical personalities delineated particular 
principles upon which the Torah is based, they are probably not suggesting that 
as long as an individual is careful about these (or perhaps even one of these) 
practices, he doesn’t have to carefully observe the others. So how should the 
various points of view of this Talmudic passage be understood?  

16. What similarities and differences can be identified when we compare the 
various lists with one another? Here is a chart that hopefully will make it easier 
to compare the different points of view:  

 
David 

 
1) Walks uprightly 
2) Do justice 
3) Speak the truth 
4) Avoid slander 
5) Does not do evil to others 
6) Does not criticize neighbors 
7) Despises evil-doers 
8) Honors the God-fearing 
9) Does not go back on his 

word 
10) Does not lend with interest 
11) Does not accept bribes 

Yeshayahu (I) 
 
1) Walks righteously 
2) Speaks uprightly 
3) Rejects illegal gains 
4) Does not take bribes 
5) Will not listen to slander 
6) Will not look at evil 

Micha 
 
1) Do justly 
2) Love mercy 
3) Walk 

humbly 
before God 

Yeshayahu 
(II) 

 
1) Keep justice 
2) Do 

righteousne
ss 

Amos 
 
1) Seek God 

Chabakuk 
 
1) Believe in 

God 

 
17. The Mitzvot on the lists of David and Yeshayahu could be categorized as 

examples of Commandments between man and man, while the ideas associated 
with Micha, Amos and Chabakuk could be categorized as aspects of man’s 
relationship with God. Aren’t both areas important for the religious experience? 
Is the relationship to be understood as one category serving as the pre-requisite 
of the other? Does this apparent disagreement parallel the views of Hillel and R. 
Akiva on the one hand and Ben Azzai on the other? (See Chapters 1 and 2.)   

18. Is it better to be given a great deal of quantitative detail regarding Mitzvot or is 
it preferable to have a short list of generalized principles? What are the 
advantages and disadvantages of each approach? How can the two approaches 
work hand-in-hand with one another?  

19. Although R. Nachman b. Yitzchak critique of Amos’ proposal results in replacing 
him with an idea from Chabakuk, it is interesting to think about what underlay 
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R. Nachman b. Yitzchak’s question. He apparently proposes that the manner in 
which one “seeks God” is by performing the Tora’s Mitzvot. Explain how 
carrying out Commandments is (ideally?) part of a person’s search for God. 
How else might one search for God? Consider the two classical interpretations 
below:  

עמוס פרק ה פסוק ד רש"י  
-(ד) דרשוני וחיו  ם נדריכם בירושלים:עלו לרגל לשל   

RaShI on Amos 5:4 s.v. Dirshuni Vichyu 
Come up to the Temple in Jerusalem to offer the sacrifices that you vowed to 
bring.  

עמוס פרק ה אברבנאל  
כי כל זה קרה לכם לפי  ,ולא תמותו ולא תשארו מעט מהרבה ,כלומר דרשו עבודתי וביתי ותחיו...

.שאינני בקרבכם  
Abrabanel on Amos 5 
…that is to say, seek out My Service and My House and thereby you will live, 
and not die, and you will not remain few in number rather than many, because 
all of this has happened to you as a result of My not Being in your midst.  
 
How might carefully fulfilling the Torah’s Commandments serve as a 
replacement when people can no longer go to a geographical location in which 
God Is Present, i.e., the Temple?  

20. When we considered Hillel’s position (chapter 1), we did not compare him to 
anyone else’s view. R. Akiva was countered by another Tanna, Ben Azzai. In this 
Talmudic passage, it is imagined (this didn’t obviously happen in real time) that 
a debate took place involving 5 different Biblical personalities. Do you think that 
there is a benefit to have multiple voices debating a particular issue, or would it 
be preferable if there would be a single point of view that could be studied in-
depth? Think of other subject matter in both Judaic and general studies where 
such a comparison could be made.  


