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Devarim 5729 “A Comparison of the Account of the Sin of the Spies” http://www.nechama.org.il/cgi-

bin/pagePrintMode.pl?Id=377  (When one tries to print this Gilayon out, section 1 stops in the middle of 

question 3. In order to see the complete question as well as the three that follow it, use the following 

link: http://www.nechama.org.il/pages/377.html ) 

 א פרק דברים
ְקְר֣בּון( כב) ה ַותֹּאְמ֗רּו כְֻּלֶכם   ֵאַלי   ַותִּ ָ֤ ְשְלח  ים   נִּ ינּו ֲאנ שִּ ֵנֵ֔ נּו ְלפ  ָ֖ ֶרץ ְוַיְחְפרּו־ל  ָ֑ א  בּו ֶאת־ה  ָ֤ נּו   ְוי שִּ ת   ר אֹּ ב ֵ֔ ֶרך   ד  ר ֶאת־ַהֶד   ֲאֶש֣

ּה ים ְוֵאת   ַנֲעֶלה־ב ֵ֔ ֵ֔ רִּ ע  ר ֶהֶֽ א ֲאֶשֶׁ֥ ָֹּ֖ ן נ ב  :ֲאֵליֶהֶֽ
ב( כג) יַטֶׁ֥ ר ֵעיַנָ֖יבְ  ַויִּ ָ֑ ב  ח ַהד  ֶכם   ו ֶאַקָ֤ ר ְשֵנ֣ים מִּ ֣ ש  ים ע  יש ֲאנ שִֵּ֔ ֶׁ֥ ד אִּ ָ֖ ֶבט ֶאח  ֶֽ  :ַלש 
ְפנּו  ( כד) ה ַוַיֲע֣לּו ַויִּ ר  ה ֵ֔ אּו ה  ל ַעד־ַנַ֣חל ַוי בָֹּ֖ ּו ֶאְשכָֹּ֑ ְַֽיַרְגלָ֖ ּה ַוֶֽ ֶֽ ת   :אֹּ
ּו( כה) ְקחָ֤ ם   ַויִּ י ְבי ד  ֣ ְפרִּ ֶרץ מִּ א ֵ֔ דּו ה  ָ֖ ינּו ַויֹורִּ בּו ֵאֵלָ֑ נּו ַוי שִִּׁ֨ ָ֤ ת  ר   אֹּ ב  ּו ד  אְמרֵ֔ ֹּ֣ ה ַוי ֣ ֶרץ טֹוב  א ֵ֔ ֶׁ֥ק ה  ו  ן ֱאֹלקינּו ֲאֶשר־ְיקֹּ ֵתֶׁ֥ נּו נֹּ ֶֽ  :ל 
א( כו) ֶֹּׁ֥ ם ְול יֶתָ֖ ת ֲאבִּ י ַוַתְמ֕רּו ַלֲעֹלָ֑ ֶׁ֥ ָ֖ק ֶאת־פִּ ו  ם ְיקֹּ  :ֱאֹלקיֶכֶֽ
ּו( כז) ְגנָ֤ ֳהֵליֶכם   ַוֵתר  ּו ְבא  אְמרֵ֔ ת ַותֹּ֣ ְנַאָ֤ ו ק   ְבשִּ נּו ְיקֹּ ת ֵ֔ נּו אֹּ ָ֖ יא  ֶרץ הֹוצִּ ם ֵמֶא֣ יִּ ָ֑ ְצר  ת מִּ ֵתֶׁ֥ נּו ל  ָ֛ ת  י ְבַיֶׁ֥ד אֹּ ָ֖ רִּ ֱאמֹּ נּו ה  יֵדֶֽ  :ְלַהְשמִּ
֣ה׀( כח) נ  ים ֲאַנְ֣חנּו א  לִּ֗ ּסּו ַאֵחינּו   עֹּ נּו ֵהַמִׁ֨ ֵבֵ֜ ר ֶאת־ְלב  ם ֵלאמֹּ֗ ֹול ַע֣ דָ֤ ם   ג  ּנּו ו ר  ֶמֵ֔ ים מִּ ָ֛ רִּ ת ע  ֹלֶׁ֥ ת ְגדֹּ ם ּוְבצּורָֹּ֖ יִּ ָ֑ מ   ְוַגם־ְבֵנֶׁ֥י ַבש 

 ָ֖ קִּ ינּו יםֲענ  ֶׁ֥ אִּ ם ר  ֶֽ  :ש 
ר( כט) ַמָ֖ ּון ֲאֵלֶכָ֑ם ו אֹּ ַעְרצֶׁ֥ ֹּא־ַתֶֽ ּון ל יְראָ֖ ֶֽ ֹּא־תִּ ל ם ְוֶֽ  :ֵמֶהֶֽ
ָ֤ק( ל) ו  קיֶכם   ְיקֹּ ך ֱאֹלֶֽ ֵל֣ ם ַההֹּ ְפֵניֶכֵ֔ ּוא לִּ ם הָ֖ ֵח֣ ל  ֶכָ֑ם יִּ ל ל  כֹּ ר ְכְּ֠ ה ֲאֶשִׁ֨ ָׂ֧ ש  ְתֶכָ֛ם ע  ם אִּ יִּ ְצַרָ֖ ם ְבמִּ  :ְלֵעיֵניֶכֶֽ
ר  ( לא) ְדב  ר ּוַבמִּ ית   ֲאֶש֣ אִֵּ֔ ר ר  ֲאך   ֲאֶשָ֤ ֣ק ְנש  ו  ר ֱאֹלקיך ְיקֹּ יש ַכֲאֶשֶׁ֥ ָ֖ א־אִּ ש  ֹו יִּ ֶרך   ֶאת־ְבנָ֑ ל־ַהֶד  ר ְבכ  ם ֲאֶש֣ ֲאֶכָ֖ם ֲהַלְכֶתֵ֔ ַעד־ ַעד־בֹּ

ֹום קֶׁ֥ ה ַהמ   :ַהֶזֶֽ
ר( לב) ָ֖ ב  ה ּוַבד  יְנֶכם   ַהֶזָ֑ ם ֵאֶֽ ינִֵּ֔ ָ֖ק ַמֲאמִּ ו  ם ַביקֹּ  :ֱאֹלֵהיֶכֶֽ
ך( לג) ֵלִׁ֨ ְפֵניֶכֵ֜  ַההֹּ ֶרך םלִּ ּור ַבֶד֗ תֶׁ֥ ֶכָ֛ם ל  ֹום ל  קָ֖ ְתֶכָ֑ם מ  ֲחנֶֹּֽ ש׀ ַלֶֽ ֵא֣ ה ב  ְיל  ְתֶכם   ַל֗ ֶרך   ַלְראֶֹּֽ ר ַבֶד  ּה ֲאֶש֣ ְלכּו־ב ֵ֔ ַָֽ֖ן ֵתֶֽ נ  ם ּוֶבע  ֶֽ  :יֹומ 
ע( לד) ְשַמֶׁ֥ ָ֖ק ַויִּ ו  ְבֵריֶכָ֑ם ֶאת־֣קֹול ְיקֹּ ף דִּ ְקצָֹּ֖ ע ַויִּ ַבֶׁ֥ ש  ר ַויִּ  :ֵלאמֶֹּֽ
ה( לה) ְרֶאֶׁ֥ ם־יִּ יש   אִּ ים אִּ ֣ ֲאנ שִּ ֶלה ב  ֵאֵ֔ ֹור ה  ע ַהדֶׁ֥ ָ֖ ר  ה ה  ת ַהֶזָ֑ ֶרץ ֵאֵ֚ ֣ א  ה ה  ר ַהּטֹוב ֵ֔ י ֲאֶש֣ ְעתִּ ְשַבֵ֔ ת נִּ ֵתָ֖ ם ל  ֵתיֶכֶֽ  :ַלֲאבֹּ
י( לו) תִִּ֞ ּול  ב זֶֽ ֵלָ֤ ֶּנה   כ  ּנ ה ֣הּוא ֶבן־ְיפֻּ ְרֶאֵ֔ ן יִּ ֹו־ֶאֵתָׂ֧ ֶרץ ְולֶֽ ָ֛ א  ר ֶאת־ה  ּה ֲאֶשֶׁ֥ ָ֖ ַרך־ב  ֶֽ ָ֑יו ד  נ  ַען ּוְלב  ר ַי֕ אמִּ  ֲאֶשֶׁ֥ י ֵלָ֖ ֶֽק ַאֲחֵרֶׁ֥ ו   :ְיקֹּ
י  ( לז) ְתַאַּנַֽ֣ף ַגם־בִּ ק הִּ ו ֵ֔ ְגַלְלֶכָ֖ם ְיקֹּ ר בִּ ה ֵלאמָֹּ֑ ָ֖ א ַגם־ַאת  ֶֹּׁ֥ ב ֹּא־ת  ם ל ֶֽ  :ש 
עַ ( לח) ָ֤ ן־נּון   ְיהֹושֻּ ד בִּ ֵמ֣ עֹּ יך ה  ֶנֵ֔ ּוא ְלפ  ֹּא הָ֖ ֣ב ה י  מ  ָ֑ ֣תֹו ש  ק אֹּ ּוא ַחֵזֵ֔ י־הָ֖ ּנ ה כִּ ֶלָ֖ ל ַיְנחִּ ֵאֶֽ ְשר   :ֶאת־יִּ
ר ְוַטְפֶכם  ( לט) ם ֲאֶשִׁ֨ ז ֲאַמְרֶתֵ֜ ַב֣ ה ל  ְהֶי֗ ְבֵניֶכם יִּ ר ּוְּ֠ ּו ֲאֶשִׁ֨ ֹּא־י ְדעָ֤ ע ֣טֹוב ַהיֹום   ל ֵ֔ ה ו ר  מ  אּו ֵהָ֖ ה י בֹּ֣ מ  ָ֑ ם ש  ֶה֣ ּנ ה ְול  ם ֶאְתֶנֵ֔  ְוֵהָ֖

ּוה   שֶֽ יר   :יִּ
Alef.  

1.   The difference between the verbs “VaYesapru” and “VaYomru” is with respect to the first, it 

indicates that the spies were not interested in only responding to what they had originally 

been asked by Moshe (BaMidbar 13:18-20) “18 And see the land, what it is; and the people 

that dwelleth therein, whether they are strong or weak, whether they are few or many; 19 

And what the land is that they dwell in, whether it is good or bad; and what cities they are 

that they dwell in, whether in camps, or in strongholds; 20 And what the land is, whether it 

is fat or lean, whether there is wood therein, or not…”, but they wished to tell their own 

story of their impressions. In Devarim 1:25, Moshe is selectively quoting what they said 

positively about the( land, omitting the rest.  

2.    Moshe does not want a repeat of what happened in BaMidbar where the people because 

discouraged and demoralized and ended up not wanting to enter the land. All that Moshe 

wishes to happen at this point is for the new generation to fulfill what the old generation 

was loathe to do, i.e., enter the land.  

3.    (In question 3, the RaShI that is quoted is on Devarim 1:25, not on BaMidbar.)   

 

 יג פרק במדבר
ּו ַוְיַסְפרּו־לֹו  ( כז) אְמרֵ֔ ֹּ֣ אנּו ַוי ֶרץ ב ֕ ָ֖ א  ר ֶאל־ה  נּו ֲאֶש֣ ָ֑ ַגם ְשַלְחת  ת ו ְ֠ ַבִׁ֨ ב ז  ֶׁ֥ ל  ש ח  וא ּוְדַבָ֛ ָ֖ ֶּֽה הִּ ְרי   :ְוֶזה־פִּ
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 יד פרק שם
עַ ( ו) ֣ יהֹושֻּ ן־֗נּון וִּ ֵלב   בִּ ה ְוכ  ֶּנֵ֔ ים ֶבן־ְיפֻּ ָ֖ רִּ ן־ַהת  ֶרץ מִּ ָ֑ א  ּו ֶאת־ה  ְרעָ֖ ם ק  ְגֵדיֶהֶֽ  :בִּ
ּו( ז) אְמרֵ֔ ֹּ֣ ת ַוי ל ֶאל־כ ל־ֲעַדֶׁ֥ ֵאָ֖ ְשר  י־יִּ ר ְבֵנֶֽ ֶרץ ֵלאמָֹּ֑ א ֗ ר ה  ְרנּו ֲאֶשִׁ֨ ַבָ֤ ּה   ע  ֣תּור ב  ּה ל  ת ֵ֔ ה אֹּ ֶׁ֥ ֶרץ טֹוב  ָ֖ א  ד ה  ד ְמאֶֹּׁ֥  :ְמאֶֹּֽ
ֵפֶׁ֥ ( ח) ם־ח  נּו   ץאִּ ק ב   ו ֵ֔ יא ְיקֹּ ָ֤ נּו   ְוֵהבִּ ת   ֶרץ אֹּ ֣ א  את ֶאל־ה  ֵֹּ֔ ָּ֖ה ַהז נ  נּו ּוְנת  ָ֑ ֶרץ ל  וא ֶא֕ ָ֛ ת ֲאֶשר־הִּ ַבֶׁ֥ ב ז  ָ֖ ל  ש ח  ֶֽ  :ּוְדב 
ך( ט) ו ק   ַא֣ יקֹּ דּו   ַבֶֽ ְמרֹּ ם ַאל־תִּ יְראּו   ְוַאֶת֗ ֶֽ ם ַאל־תִּ ֶרץ ֶאת־ַע֣ א ֵ֔ י ה  ֶׁ֥ נּו כִּ ם ַלְחֵמָ֖ ר ֵהָ֑ ֣ ם ס  ָׂ֧ ל  ם צִּ ֶׁ֥ק ֵמֲעֵליֶהָ֛ ו  יקֹּ נּו ַוֶֽ ָ֖ ת   אִּ

ם ֶֽ אֻּ יר   :ַאל־תִּ
It seems to me that what influenced RaShI to attribute the citation in Devarim 1:25 to Kalev 

and Yehoshua rather than the other ten spies is because the latter never said anything that 

was entirely positive about the land without reservation. The term “Gam” in BaMidbar 

13:27 indicates that they were going to qualify the positive that they initially had said. By 

contrast, the words in BaMidbar 14 attributed to Kalev and Yehoshua are completely 

positive without any reservations. If Moshe wished to promote the land before the 

generation about to go into it, it would be better to cite Kalev and Yehoshua’s unqualified 

report, than even the qualified positive that the ten spies had said.  

4.    Moshe changes the term “Az” (mighty) to “Gadol” (numerous.) The assumption is that the 

Jews had been outnumbered before and prevailed. However, if they are told that the 

peoples whom they will be confronting are stronger than they are, this might serve as a 

cause for consternation and fear. Moshe does not want to misrepresent the situation 

entirely, but he also does not wish to fan the flames of reluctance and give the people an 

excuse to back out once again.  

5.    In BaMidbar 14:1-2, the people are described as complaining about Moshe and Aharon, 

whereas in Devarim 1:27, Moshe accuses them of having accused HaShem of “hating” 

them by having  brought them into the desert to die. While Moshe and Aharon were acting 

as HaShem’s Representatives, in Devarim Moshe articulates their rebellion as against 

HaShem rather than only the flesh-and-blood leadership.  

6.    Devarim 1:39 alludes to the fears of the generation of the Exodus:  

 “Moreover your little ones, that ye said should be a prey, and your children, that this day 

have no knowledge of good or evil, they shall go in thither, and unto them will I Give it, and 

they shall possess it.” The people said that they were fearful that their children would not 

survive. HaShem, through Moshe, Responds that not only have they survived, but they will 

inherit the land that their fathers were not allowed to do.  

Beit.  

1.    The difference between the encouragements regarding the conquest of the land 

mentioned in Devarim 1 and what is said to the soldiers in Ibid. 20, is that in the former, 

the people are told that HaShem would Fight for them, implying, like at the Sea of Reeds, 

they would not be required to do anything other than sitting back and watching. When 

there would be other wars, while HaShem would assist them, He would Be with them, but 

they would be expected to actively participate as well.  

2.    In BaMidbar 14:14, in the midst of Moshe’s pleas on behalf of the Jewish people, he states 

that HaShem having Led them with a pillar of cloud during the day and a column of fire at 

night, has been solidly associated with the people. Where they to be destroyed at this 

point, HaShem would have no deniability and others will think it would reflect upon His 

lack of power. 

 In Devarim 1:33, Moshe wishes to demonstrate to the Jewish people HaShem’s 

Benevolence, and how the people, by taking to heart the evil report of the spies, had been 
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ungrateful for all that HaShem had Done for them when He Protected them in the desert 

during their wanderings.  

Gimel.  

a) In Devarim, the negative things about the Jewish people are omitted, because those 

people have died out over the course of the forty years of wandering in the wilderness 

leading up to Moshe’s final address in Devarim.  

b)  In BaMidbar 14:30, Kalev and Yehoshua are mentioned as one, since they were the two 

exceptions among the spies who refused to report negatively about the land. In Devarim 

1:36, 38, they are mentioned separately because they will be assuming different roles—

Yehoshua replacing Moshe and therefore bringing the people into the land, and Kalev 

being given as an inheritance the land upon which he strode while serving as a spy.  

c)  In BaMidbar the offspring of the generation of the Exodus are described as “knowing the 

land.” Perhaps this leaves room to see whether they will be worthy and actually enter 

into it, much as Moshe “saw” the land, but didn’t physically walk on it. In Devarim, when 

the forty years of wandering were completed, now that new generation would not only 

“know” the land, but also inherit it.  

         


