
Many are familiar with the two ways in which Rosh HaShana is depicted in the biblical 

text: 

VaYikra 23:24 

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying: In the seventh month, in the first 

day of the month, shall be a solemn rest unto you, “Zichron Terua” (a 

memorial proclaimed with the blast of the Shofar), a holy convocation. 

BaMidbar 29:1 

And in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, ye shall have a 

holy convocation: ye shall do no manner of servile work; it is “Yom Terua” (a 

day of blowing the Shofar) to you. 

One classical Rabbinic solution for resolving this apparent fundamental difference, i.e., is 

it a day when the Shofar is blown, or merely one on which the blasts are called to mind, 

appears in the Talmud:  

Rosh HaShana 29b 

Whence (in the Scripture) is this rule (described in the Mishna that in most 
places, when Rosh HaShana occurs on Shabbat, the Shofar is not blown) 
derived?[1] — R. Levi b. Lachma said: One verse says: (VaYikra 23:24) “...A 
solemn rest, a memorial of blast of the Shofar”, while another verse says: 
(BaMidbar 29:1) “… It is a day of blowing the Shofar unto you!” (Yet) there 
is no contradiction, as one refers to a festival which falls on Shabbat and 
the other to a festival which falls on a weekday.  

  

But it is also possible to suggest a more existential solution that would apply not only to 
the Mitzva of blowing Shofar on Rosh HaShana, but all Mitzvot, as well as all other actions of 
significance and meaning. Perhaps the Tora is going out of its way, within the context of 
blowing Shofar on Rosh HaShana, to emphasize how our actions ideally should engender 
personal remembrance, soul-searching, contemplation and reflection, rather than only 
mechanical compliance with the dictates of the law. Because the liturgy refers to Rosh HaShana 
as “Yom HaZikaron” (the Day of Remembrance) and one of the sections of the Musaf Amida is 
called “Zichronot” (Remembrances), consisting of ten verses describing how HaShem will 
hopefully “Remember” the Jewish people in various ways, it is possible to explain the 
terminology in VaYikra 23 as yet another manifestation of our earnest hope that the sounds of 
the Shofar will further encourage God to Look upon the Jewish people as a whole, and 
ourselves  positively. However, it would seem to me that it is equally important for the Shofar 
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blasts to facilitate personal recollections regarding where we have come from, the nature of 
our current situations, and thoughts about what we propose to do in the future. In effect, 
Tekiat Shofar becomes yet another opportunity for partnership between God and man, 
whereby He and we consider deeply and fully who we are and what we can and should strive to 
become. 

  

While the Tekiat Shofar that takes place primarily on the two days of Rosh HaShana, 
with several final blasts sounded at the conclusion of Yom HaKippurim, is dramatic, and easily 
commands our attention and concentration, applying the inner dimensions of this Mitzva as a 
template to our daily Mitzva performances throughout the year, sets in motion a process that 
will hopefully allow our religious traditions to contribute to meaningful positive religious 
development between one Rosh HaShana and the next. We have to strive to not only fulfill the 
minimum behavioral requirements of the numerous Mitzvot that the observant life entails, but 
to reflect upon and incorporate into our ways of thinking the messages that these 
Commandments inherently contain. To my mind, this is one of the central purposes of Limud 
Tora (Tora study): the identification of the values and concepts that are inherent within the 
many facets of Jewish tradition, in order that our personal Divine service be maximally 
enhanced. 
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